PULPIT ANNOUNCEMENTS
4th SUNDAY OF EASTER/GOOD SHEPHERD SUNDAY
Happy Easter. Welcome to all who are here to worship with us.
Today is the 4th Sunday of Easter, Good Shepherd Sunday.
Whoever you may be, or wherever you find yourself on the
journey, please know that here at St. Matthias,
All Are Welcome.


On this Good Shepherd Sunday, we welcome Bishop James
Checchio and congratulate him on his May 3rd, 5th anniversary of his
episcopal ordination and taking possession of the Church of
Metuchen as Ordinary. Today, let us pray for his dedication,
commitment, sacrifice and love as the shepherd of our Diocese as
we celebrate this 58th annual World Day of Prayer for Vocations.



All are invited to help in recruiting to make our Pastoral Council
more representative of our entire parish community, including
ethnicity, race, and age. Please speak with parishioners who could
be parish leaders and encourage them to prayerfully consider this
ministry, to observe the next Council meeting this Tuesday, April
27th at 7 pm (by Zoom), or to contact Council leadership, Nick or
Lisa, at the email addresses provided on the cover of the bulletin.



This weekend, St. Matthias is inaugurating the new Parish Vocations
Ministry, led by our Pastoral Council. The word “vocation” applies
to all of us no matter who we are - young, older, married, single,
parent, husband, wife, religious, priest, or deacon. God calls each of
us to a vocation to be holy. Later in the Mass we will hear a few
words from our Pastoral Council on this important new ministry.

 Don’t miss other important announcements in today’s bulletin.

Everyone who is entrusted with the care of others is a shepherd.
Be not afraid of the Good Shepherd.
The Good Shepherd knows the path we take and leads us…
feeding his flock…
…and carrying the young lamb in his bosom
every step of the way.

Music for Our Assembly
April 25, 2021 – 4th Sunday of Easter/Good Shepherd Sunday
The merciful love of the Lord fills the earth; by the word of the Lord the
heavens were made, Alleluia…Psalm 33

Gathering Hymn - Alleluia, Love Is Alive
People of God, see the morning is new; rise from your sleeping and run to the tomb.
Come and see! Come and see! He is alive! A grave that is empty, a promise fulfilled.
God who was with us is here with us still. He is here! He is here! He is alive!
Refrain
Alleluia! Love is alive; conquered the grave and defeated the night.
Alleluia! Love is alive! The Son has arisen for all. Your people sing alleluia!
People of God, let your fear fall away. Your chains have been broken; abandon your shame.
Lift your hearts! Lift your hearts! He is alive! Here now is mercy embracing your soul;
here the fulfillment that once was foretold. It is true! It is true! He is alive! Refrain
People of God now rejoicing in Christ, carry your joy to the darkness of night.
Tell the world! Tell the world! He is alive! Hear the good news of this glorious day,
every heart singing as heaven proclaims: He is Lord! He is Lord! He is alive! Refrain
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Responsorial Psalm - The stone rejected by the builders
has become the cornerstone…Psalm 118
Communion Hymn -Shepherd Me O God
Refrain
Shepherd me, O God, beyond my wants, beyond my fears, from death into life.
God is my shepherd, so nothing shall I want,
I rest in the meadows of faithfulness and love,
I walk by the quiet waters of peace. Refrain
Gently you raise me and heal my weary soul,
you lead me by pathways of righteousness and truth,
my spirit shall sing the music of your name. Refrain
Though I should wander the valley of death,
I fear no evil, for you are at my side,
your rod and your staff, my comfort and my hope. Refrain
Text: Psalm 23; Marty Haugen, b.1950, © 1986, GIA Publications, Inc.

Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with
license #A-621391 All rights reserved.

PRAYERS FOR THE MASS
Gloria
Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to people of
good will.
We praise you, we bless you, we adore you, we glorify you,
we give you thanks for your great glory, Lord God, heavenly
King, O God almighty Father.
Glory to God…
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, Lord God, Lamb of God,
Son of the Father, you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us; you take away the sins of the world,
receive our prayer; you are seated at the right hand of the Father,
have mercy on us.
Glory to God…
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.
Glory to God…

Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and
earth, and in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried; He
descended into hell; on the third day He rose again from the
dead; He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand
of God the Father Almighty; from there He will come to judge the
living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Holy Catholic
Church, the communion of Saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and life everlasting. Amen.
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Prayers of the Faithful

Sunday of Easter/Good Shepherd Sunday
April 25, 2021
Our response is: Risen Lord, hear our prayer
1. For Pope Francis and all Bishops, priests, deacons, and those who minister in
the Church…Give them strength and inspiration to model the Good Shepherd in
word and deed, and to be examples of dedication to the children of God, we
pray…
Risen Lord, hear our prayer
2. For global, national, and local leaders, including those who have neglected their
responsibilities to those whom they serve…Transform them and give them
hearts like the Good Shepherd, compassion toward those who are suffering,
and wisdom to develop policies that advance the common good, we pray…
Risen Lord, hear our prayer

3. For this faith community of Saint Matthias…Give us a spirit of openness that
allows the saving work of Jesus to heal and bring us to wholeness so that the
power of the resurrection may be manifest to all in the human family, we pray…
Risen Lord, hear our prayer

4. For those who are ill in body, mind, or spirit, especially those on our parish and
school sick lists…And for their care givers...Renew them and fill them with good
health, courage and love, we pray…
Risen Lord, hear our prayer

5. For those who have died, especially Dottie Dugan and her deceased brother Ed
one year ago...and for those senselessly killed by random shootings, domestic
abuse, hates crimes, and acts of terrorism, and other violence…May they now
have everlasting rest with you in heaven, we pray…
Risen Lord, hear our prayer

6. For the intentions of those assembled today for worship…Help us to distinguish
the voice of the Good Shepherd so that we understand Your will for our lives,
we pray…
Risen Lord, hear our prayer

Responsorial Psalm
4th Sunday of Easter/Good Shepherd Sunday
April 25, 2021
Psalm 118:1, 8-9, 21-23, 26, 28, 29
R. The stone rejected by the builders has become the
cornerstone.
Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, for his mercy
endures forever.
It is better to take refuge in the LORD than to trust in
man.
It is better to take refuge in the LORD than to trust in
princes.
I will give thanks to you, for you have answered me and
have been my savior.
The stone which the builders rejected has become the
cornerstone.
By the LORD has this been done; it is wonderful in our
eyes.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the LORD;
we bless you from the house of the LORD.
I will give thanks to you, for you have answered me and
have been my savior.
Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; for his
kindness endures forever.
R. The stone rejected by the builders has become the
cornerstone.

Spiritual Communion Prayer
My Jesus,
I believe that You
are present in the most Blessed Sacrament.
I love You above all things,
and I desire to receive You into my soul.
Since I cannot at this moment
receive You sacramentally,
come at least spiritually into my heart. I
embrace You as if You were already there and
unite myself wholly to You,
and I believe your words, "Come to me all you
who labor and are heavy laden, and I will
refresh you."
Never permit me to be separated from You.
Amen.

