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Mass Schedule (in person): 
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youtube.com/c/StMatthiasSomersetNJ 
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  S , M  21, 2021 –  

Fifth Sunday of Lent 

  

 

 

 
 

8 AM Sunday Mass –all of March 
 
 

Any parishioner feel disconnected? 
    The Pastoral Council is starting a 

new outreach ministry to 
connect parishioners.  See page 
7. 

 

Next weekend is the Collection for 
Retired Clergy in our diocese. 
You have an Ivory envelope for 
this donation, or you may use 
Parish Giving. 

 
 

Reconciliation Service on Palm 
Sunday, March 27, at  6:30PM in 
the Church.  Please join us in-
person or live on our YouTube 
channel,  youtube.com/c/
StMatthiasSomersetNJ 

668 

 

HOLY WEEK/TRIDUUM SCHEDULE 
 

Palm Sunday  Next Weekend - Saturday, March 27th and 28th 
Saturday:  
   Confessions — 3:30 - 4:30 PM  
   Mass at 5:00 PM (palms at outdoor church exits). 
Sunday: 
   Mass at 8:00 &, 10:00 AM, and 12:00 PM (palms at outdoor church exits) 
   Last Confessions Before Easter (6:00 –6:30 pm & after the Reconciliation    
     Service);  
   Reconciliation Service - 6:30 PM  
 
Holy Thursday - Thursday, April 1st 
   Mass of the Lord’s Supper - 7:30 PM (overflow in cafeteria/John XXIII) 
   Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament - Until 10:45 PM (Cafeteria) 
   Night Prayer - 10:45 PM (Cafeteria) 
 
Good Friday - Friday, April 2nd 
   Morning Prayer - 8:30 AM (Cafeteria) 
   Outdoor Stations - 2:00 PM (School Parking Lot) 
   Passion of the Lord - 7:30 PM (overflow in cafeteria/John XXIII) 
 
Holy Saturday - Saturday, April 3rd 
   Morning Prayer - 8:30 AM (Cafeteria) 
   Blessing of Food - 12:00 PM (Cafeteria) 
   Great Easter Vigil - 8:00 PM (overflow in cafeteria/John XXIII) 
 
Easter Sunday - Sunday, April 4th 
 8:00 AM, 10:00 AM, 12:00 PM (overflow in cafeteria/John XXIII) 

 



  This Week at St. Matthias  From the Pastor & the Pastoral Staff 
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All Masses will be celebrated in-person 
(overflow in the cafeteria).   
Masses will also be livestreamed on our 
YouTube channel: youtube.com/c/
StMatthiasSomersetNJ 

 

The Church is open for individual prayer Sun-Fri from 
7:30 am to 7pm & Sat from 9 am to 7pm, unless 
another event is taking place (Mass, Funeral, 
Wedding, etc.) 
                    LiveLent Groups via Zoom continue 
  Sunday, Mar 21, 2021   5th  Sunday of Lent  
  8:00AM   Mass                                                          Church  
  8:30AM   Communion outside front doors 
10:00AM   Mass                                                          Church                                                              
10:30AM   Communion outside front doors 
10:30AM   RCIA Session                                             Zoom 
12:00PM    Mass                                                         Church  
12:30PM    Communion outside front doors 
  1:00PM    Ministers of Hospitality Mtg.         Cafeteria 
  2:00PM    RCIA Sessions                                          Zoom                
 

Monday, Mar 22, 2021     
  8:00AM   Daily Mass                                              Church 
  6:30PM   Dee’s Small Grp.                                 Zoom 
       

Tuesday, Mar 23, 2021  
  8:00AM   Daily Mass                                              Church 
 6:45PM   Palm Sunday, Holy Thurs., Good Fri.,  
walk through                                                               Church   
 

Wednesday, Mar 24, 2021   
  8:00AM   Daily Mass                                               Church 
  7:00PM    RCIA Sessions                                          Zoom 
  7:00PM    GIFT Live                                                   Zoom 
   

  Thursday, Mar 25, 2021  
 8:00AM    Daily Mass            Church  
 2:40PM    SMS LiveLent Grp.                                Church                                                                  
 3:30PM    Children’s Choir 3rd & 4th gr.            Church 
 4:15PM    Children’s Choir 5th-8th gr.                 Church 
7:00PM    Pastoral Council Mtg.                              Zoom 
                   

Friday, Mar 26, 2021      
 8:00AM   Daily Mass                                                 Church 
 7:00PM    Stations of the Cross    YouTube &   Church 
                                                      

Saturday, Mar 27, 2021  Palm Sunday 
             Retirement Collection for Diocesan Clergy 
  8:30AM   RCIA Retreat                               John XXIII Rm 
  9:00AM   Confirmation Service WorX make-up    Cafe 
  3:30-4:30PM   Confessions                                    Church 
  5:00PM    Mass                                                          Church 
                 

Sunday, Mar 28, 2021   Palm Sunday  
              Retirement Collection for Diocesan Clergy 
  8:00AM   Mass                                                           Church  
  8:30AM   Communion outside front doors 
10:00AM   Mass                                                          Church                                                              
10:30AM   Communion outside front doors 
10:30AM   RCIA Session                                             Zoom 
12:00PM    Mass                                                         Church  
12:30PM    Communion outside front doors 
  1:00PM   RCIA Teen retreat                     John XXIII Rm 
 6:00PM   Confessions (till 6:30 PM)                   Church 
 6:30PM   Lenten Reconciliation Service            Church 
                   Followed by individual confessions. 

  
 
FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK… 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
One more week and we will be entering Holy Week! Lent will 
come to an end soon. This is the right time to look at how our Lenten journey 
has been so far and how it still can be turned into a time for a more fruitful 
Christian living. Last Sunday I had mentioned in my homily about The Joy of 
the Gospel that Pope Francis gave us a couple of years ago. There he 
wrote: “The Church must be a place of mercy freely given, where everyone can 
feel welcomed, loved, forgiven and encouraged to live the good life of the 
Gospel.” (no.114). One visible sign of this is the “Communal Reconciliation 
Service” to be held on the evening of Palm Sunday here at St. Matthias. 
But, why is this sacrament so important? We know that God invites us to 
“become the best version of ourselves.” And yet, if we are honest to 
ourselves, we will admit that there is a dark side in each of us, a sinful side 
that prevents what God invites us to become. Before entering the Holy Week 
to celebrate the most holy mysteries of our faith, it is ideal that we sweep the 
house clean by experiencing the loving forgiveness that God offers us in the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation. Our Communal service will have some scripture 
reading, reflections, songs and an Examination of Conscience.  
 
Even though the pandemic has made it difficult for us all to be present in 
person, this prayer service will be also on our St. Matthias YouTube channel. 
Accessing it individually or as family can be very fruitful for all who wish to 
experience the joy that comes from the mercy of God. There will be 
opportunity for those who wish to have individual reconciliation. This will be 
the best gift we can give to ourselves when we prepare to renew and restore 
our relationship with Jesus and the Church before Easter. 
 
A sentence in one of the newsletters from “Catholic Update” (from Liguori 
Publications) made me reflect: “When we choose not to forgive, we cheat 
ourselves of the joy of living. When we harbor resentment in our hearts, our 
resentment becomes the lens through which we see reality.” All of us deserve 
the “joy of living.” Let us not allow the absence of forgiveness (both giving as 
well as receiving) to become the only obstacle between us and our joy of 
living. Let us reflect together and experience the joy of God’s mercy. 
 
Your brother in Christ, 
 
Fr. Abraham Orapankal 
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Monday: Dn 13:1-9, 15-17, 19-30, 33-62 or 
13:41c-62; Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6; Jn 8:1-11 
 

Tuesday: Nm 21:4-9; Ps 102:2-3, 16-18, 19-21; 
Jn 8:21-30 
 

Wednesday: Dn 3:14-20, 91-92, 95; Dn 3:52, 
53, 54, 55, 56; Jn 8:31-42 
 

Thursday: Is 7:10-14; 8:10; Ps 40:7-8a, 8b-9, 
10, 11; Heb 10:4-10; Lk 1:26-38 
 

Friday: Jer 20:10-13; Ps 18:2-3a, 3bc-4, 5-6, 7; 
Jn 10:31-42 
 

Saturday: Ez 37:21-28; Jer 31:10, 11-12abcd, 13; 
Jn 11:45-56 
 

Sunday: Mk 11:1-10 or Jn 12:12-16; Is 50:4-7; Ps 
22:8-9, 17-18, 9-20, 23-24; Phil 2:6-11; Mk 14:1 
— 15:47 or Mk 15:1-39 

Readings for the Week  

Pray for those who are sick...  
If you or a family member are sick, please email Kelly Counts at kcounts@stmatthias.net to add the name to this list.  Names will be listed 
in the bulletin for 6 weeks.  Please let us know if this time period needs to be extended.  We want to know how you are doing and want 
to offer you the support of our prayers.   

Pray for those who have died... 

 Mona Wilson 
 Ratna Sintawati  Rahardja--Sukendro 
Alice Leong 
 —“His mercy endures forever.”  Chronicles  

Elbren, Sr. & Natalia Agdeppa 
Kristy Alexander 
Robert Bachman 
Barbara Branham 
Marie Brody 
Baby Isla-Rose Callahan 
Sadie Callender 
Tara Capatosto 
Ellen Catalina 
Frank Catalina 
Wes Coddington 
Adoracion & Cenon DeGuzman 
Mary Ellen Delaney 
Alaina Derecola 
Nancy Diaz 
Jim Dolan 
Mary Dolan 
William Dolphin 
Dorothy Domenici  

Josephine Geenty 
Emma Gergely 
Rose Gessner 
Mary Gidaro 
Jeff Hentz 
Emma Himey 
Michael Kirugi 
Taylor LaCort 
Al & Rose Larangeira 
William Lecorchick 
Pat Leposa 
The Litrakis Family 
Al Maglio 
Sue Maglio-Alese 
Shirley Mahoney 
Gladys Mari 
Margaret Menendez 
Elizabeth Miller 
Gail Miranda 

Linda Misuraca 
Dave Moynihan 
John Mulholland 
Baby Ezran Natural  
Patricia Nese 
Julianne Opydike 
Jim Pettit 
Christina Pietrowiak 
Anthony & Andrew Referente 
Kathleen & Mannix Referente 
Samantha Renaud 
Chris Retz 
Aubree Rezac 
Diane Rice 
Nina Ripley 
Ann Ritchick 
Elizondo Ruiz 
Datius Rutashobya 
Maria Schwenzer  

Sr. Mary Amata Shina, OSF 
Sr. Rosaria Shina, OSF  
Encarnacion (Gina) So 
Alessandro Spagnolo 
Dennis Stuewe 
Fred & Carolyn Vanmiddlesworth 
Carmencita Ventura 
Eulalia Villanueva 
Mark T. Worthington 
Kenneth Yacavino 
Everyone who is ill with Covid-19 
  ...and for all who are homebound, 
elderly, in nursing care, or living with 
chronic illness 

Mass Intentions for the Week 
Saturday, Mar 20 5:00PM Victoriano Martinez, by Mary Anjou 

Sunday, Mar 21 8:00AM Mary Beth Oria, by Sr. Marie Therese & Sr. Maria 

 10:00AM        Leonarda Borysewicz, by granddaughter, Irene 
 12:00PM Mary Beth Oria, by St. Matthias Parish Staff 
 5:30PM Intention of Parishioners 

Monday, Mar 22 8:00AM       Ted Brew, by Ellin & Gil Ossandon 

Tuesday, Mar 23 8:00AM Philliip Russo, by The Stuewe Family 

Wednesday, Mar 24 8:00AM Mary Eads, by The Rosary Altar Society 
Thursday, Mar 25 8:00AM Rose Marie LaTorre, by The Rosary Altar society 
Friday, Mar 26 8:00AM Gabriel DiCarbo, by Maria Saumell 
Saturday, Mar 27 5:00PM Mary & Eugene Sullivan, by Mary & family 
Sunday, Mar 28 8:00AM Susan & James Shinners, by Mary 

 10:00AM        Robert Karecki, by Ethel & Vinnie 
 12:00PM Dr. Proceso Villarica, by Luzminda 

 5:30PM Intention of Parishioners 

 

Mass Intentions for the 8AM Mass will be combined with that at the10AM Mass, and the 5:30PM intention will 
be combined with that at 12PM. 

Sunday Mass Intentions 
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                             Marriage Tune-Up 
 

Spring officially began yesterday, Mar. 20. The 
changing of the seasons can remind us of the 

changing seasons of marriage. Are you experiencing any 
transitions in your marriage? A New job, a move, a baby? 
Health or money problems? Aging? Don't fight the 
change. Embrace whatever it brings. 

                                     Parenting Tune-Up 
 

Today, March 21, is National Single Parent’s 
Day. Single parents are like a Swiss Army knife. 
They have to perform many functions. If you are 
not a single parent, speak to your kids about the challeng-
es of a single parent; help one you know this week by 
mowing a lawn, babysitting, providing a listening ear etc. 

Reflect    
 
 

How to pray: A businessman needed a million dollars to close an important business transaction. He went to church to 
pray for the money. He knelt and started praying next to a man who was praying for a hundred dollars he needed to pay 
an urgent debt. The businessman took out his wallet and pressed the hundred dollars into the other man's hand. 
Overjoyed, the man got up and left the church. The businessman then closed his eyes and prayed, "And now, Lord, that I 
have your undivided attention...."  ☺ 
 

Shaving and sermon: Before a pastor began to preach one Sunday morning he thought he should explain why he had a 
Band-Aid on his chin.  "As I was shaving this morning I was thinking about today's message when I lost my concentration 
and accidentally cut my chin with the razor."  He then went on to preach the longest message of his life.  After the 
service one of the teens greeted the pastor and said, "Pastor, next week why don't you think about your shaving and cut 
the sermon." ☺ 
 

Teacher: “I want you to tell me the longest sentence you can think of.” A smart student: “Life imprisonment!” ☺                          

Smile With Your Family 

“I Made a Difference to that One!” 
  

One day, a man was walking along the beach when 
he noticed a boy picking something up and gently 
throwing it into the ocean.  Approaching the boy, 

he asked, "What are you doing?" The boy replied, "Throwing 
starfish back into the ocean.  The surf is up and the tide is go-
ing down.  If I don't throw them back, they'll die."  "Son," the 
man said, "don't you realize there are miles and miles of beach 
and hundreds of starfish?  You can't make a difference!"  After 
listening politely, the boy bent down, picked up another star-
fish and threw it back into the surf.  Then, smiling at the man, 
he said, "See, I made a difference for that one.¦   ®The Star 
Thrower" is a classic story of the power within each one of us 
to make a difference in the lives of others.   
 

Today’s Gospel challenges us to make a difference in the lives 
of other people by our sacrificial service to those around us in 
the family, in the workplace and in a wider society. Only a life 
spent for others will be glorified here in this world and in Heav-
en. We know that the world owes everything to people who 
have spent their time and talents for God and for their fellow 
human beings.  Mother Teresa, for instance, gave up her com-
fortable teaching career and, with just 17 cents in her pocket, 
began her challenging life for the “poorest of the poor” in the 
crowded streets of Calcutta.  Thus, she became, in the words of 
the Secretary General of the U.N., “the most powerful woman 
in the world.”  We see similar cases in the history of great 
saints, scientists and benefactors of mankind in all walks of 
life. 

Sacrifices of Olympic Champions 
 

When we watch the Olympics, what 
do we see but young athletes who 
have made enormous sacrifices over 
the years? They have sacrificed a nor-
mal childhood for countless hours of 
hard work and pain and solitary training, and they have 
done it all just for that moment when they would stand 
on the winner's platform at the Olympic Games.  
 

If few of us are Olympians, many of us are parents, and 
what is parenthood but a whole slew of sacrifices? You 
sacrifice all of your privacy and a piece of your sanity. 
You sacrifice a neat, orderly environment in which to live, 
where things stay just where you left them. You make a 
huge financial sacrifice - between children and taxes, 
you're lucky to have a dollar in your pocket at the end of 
the day - but you do it all for the sake of something 
which money can't buy. In these and in many other ways, 
we are perfectly used to the idea of losing one thing in 
order to gain something else. It all makes me wonder: if 
we are so willing to sacrifice and even suffer for things 
which matter to us in our worldly lives, why shouldn't we 
do even more for the sake of our spiritual lives? Why 
should we shy away from the full meaning of what Jesus 
said in today’s Gospel:  
 

"If you love your life you will lose it, but if you hate your 
life in this world, you will gain it for eternal life." 



 Reflect 
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“Please Take my Room for the Night!” 
  

 

One stormy night many years ago, a man in his 
forties who had come down with his wife from 
New York entered the lobby of a small hotel in 
Philadelphia.  Trying to get out of the rain, the cou-
ple approached the front desk hoping to get some 
shelter for the night.  "Could you possibly give us a 
room here?" the husband asked.  The manager, a 

friendly man with a winning smile, looked at the couple and ex-
plained that there were three conventions in town.  "All of our 
rooms are taken," the manager said.  "But I can't send a nice cou-
ple like you out into the rain at one o'clock in the morning.  Would 
you perhaps be willing to sleep in my room?  It's not exactly a 
suite, but it will be good enough to make you folks comfortable 
for the night."  When the couple declined, the Philadelphia man-
ager pressed on.  "Don't worry about me; I'll make out just fine," 
the manager told them.  So the couple agreed.  As he paid his bill 
the next morning, the New Yorker said to the manager, "You are 
the kind of manager who should be the boss of the best hotel in 
the United States.  Maybe someday I will build one for you."  The 
manager looked at them and smiled.  The three of them had a 
good laugh.  As they drove away, the couple agreed that the help-
ful manager was indeed exceptional, as finding people who are 
both friendly and helpful isn't easy.  Two years passed.  The Phila-
delphia manager had almost forgotten the incident when he re-
ceived a letter.  It was from the man, who recalled in it that 
stormy night and enclosed a round-trip ticket to New York so the 
manager could pay them a visit.  The man from New York met 
him at the railroad station.  He then brought him to a great new 
building in the city, a palace of reddish stone, with turrets and 
watchtowers thrusting up to the sky. "That," said the New York-
er, "is the hotel I have just built for you to manage.”  “You must 
be joking," the Philadelphia manager said.  "I can assure you I am 
not," said the New Yorker, a sly smile playing around his 
mouth.  The New Yorker’s name was William Waldorf Astor, and 
the magnificent structure was the original Waldorf-Astoria Hotel, 
one of the world's most glamorous hotels.  The Philadelphia guy 
who became its first manager was George C. Boldt.   

 

Here is a striking proof of what Jesus tells us in today’s Gospel, “If 
a grain of wheat falls to the ground and dies it produces much 
fruit.” Young George Boldt buried his own comfort and conven-
ience by giving up his room.  His sacrifice sprouted and brought 
forth the reward of becoming the manager of the most outstand-
ing hotel in the world. New life and eternal life are possible only by 
the death of the self through suffering and service.  Salt delivers its 
taste by dissolving in water; a candle gives light by burning its 
wick and melting its wax.  The oyster produces a priceless pearl by 
a long and painful process.  Loving parents sacrifice themselves so 
that their children can enjoy a better life than they themselves 
have had.  Let us pray for this self-sacrificial spirit, especially dur-
ing Lent. 

“All You Have to Do is Add Water!” 
 
 

Years ago, when General Mills, Inc. 
first began selling Betty Crocker cake 
mixes, the company offered a product 
which only needed water. All you had 
to do was add water to the mix which 
came in the box, and you would get a 
perfect, delicious cake every time. It 
bombed. No one bought it and the company couldn't 
understand why, so they commissioned a study which 
brought back a surprising answer. It seemed that peo-
ple weren't buying the cake mix because it was too 
easy. They didn't want to be totally excluded from the 
work of preparing a cake; they wanted to feel that 
they were contributing something to it. So General 
Mills changed the Betty Crocker formula and required 
the customer to add an egg in addition to water. Im-
mediately, the new cake mix was a huge success.  
 
Unfortunately, many people make the same mistake 
when it comes to "packaging" or presenting the Chris-
tian religion. They try to make the call of Jesus Christ 
as easy as possible because they're afraid people won't 
"buy" it if it seems too hard. You hear it expressed all 
the time in popular religion, from well-known Gospel 
songs and best-selling books to earnest evangelists 
standing on your doorstep. "All you have to do is tell 
Jesus you love Him. All you have to do is accept Him as 
your Lord and Savior. All you have to do is pray to 
Saint Jude and put an ad in the newspaper classifieds. 
All you have to do is ask for what you want in the 
name of Jesus and it will be done for you.” So beware: 
Whenever you hear someone say "All you have to do" 
in relation to Christian faith, you need to walk away as 
fast as you can! You don't want to buy a religion where 
you don't even have to break an egg, where it's all pre-
mixed for you in the box. That kind of faith has an im-
mediate appeal, but it lacks the depth to sustain you 
over the long haul of Christian living. Jesus did not 
"package" Himself in this way. Jesus said a number of 
things about the blessings of faith and He talked about 
asking in order to receive, but He never presented the 
overall Christian life as being particularly easy, as we 
hear in today’s Gospel. 
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“Can’t You Please Stop all 
that Yakking  

and get Me a Coke?!” 
 

A man is watching television. His 
wife is trying to engage him in con-
versation: “Dear, the plumber did-
n’t come to fix the leak behind the 
water heater yesterday.” Husband: 
“Uh-huh.” Wife: “The pipe burst 
today and flooded the basement.” 
Husband: “Quiet. It’s third down 
and goal to go.” Wife: “Some of 
the wiring got wet and almost elec-
trocuted Fluffy.”  Husband: “Darn 
it! Touchdown.” Wife: “The vet 
says he’ll be better in a week.” Hus-
band: “Can you get me a Coke?” 
Wife: “The plumber told me that he 
was happy that our pipe broke be-
cause now he can afford to go on 
vacation.” Husband: “Aren’t you 
listening? I said I could use a Coke!” 
Wife: “And Stanley, I’m leaving 
you. The plumber and I are flying to 
Acapulco in the morning.” Hus-
band: “Can’t you please stop all 
that yakking and get me a Coke? 
The trouble around here is that 
nobody ever listens to me.” (John 
C. Maxwell, Be a People Person 
(USA: Victor Books).)  
 

Poor guy, nobody was listening. 
Today’s Gospel says: “Then a Voice 
came from Heaven, ‘I have glorified 
it, and will glorify it again.’” Seem-
ingly this was an audible Voice, a 
Voice which could be heard by any-
one listening. But notice this: John 
tells us that some in the crowd that 
was there and heard the Voice com-
ing down out of heaven dismissed it 
as thunder; others said an angel 
had spoken to Jesus. In response to 
their reaction, Jesus said, “This 
Voice was for your benefit, not 
mine . . .” That’s interesting, don’t 
you think? God spoke from the 
Heavens, but the people who heard 
the sound of God speaking simply 
dismissed it as thunder.  

“They Come to you, but you do not Hear Them!” 
  

In George Bernard Shaw’s play St. Joan, which is about Joan of Arc, Joan 
tells of hearing God’s messages. She is talking to King Charles. Charles 
doesn’t appreciate this crazy lady in armor who insists on leading armies. 
He’s threatened by her. He says, “Oh, your voices, your voices, always your voices. 
Why don’t the voices come to me? I am King, not you.” Joan replies, “They do come 
to you, but you do not hear them. You have not sat in the field in the evening listen-
ing for them. When the Angelus rings . . . you cross yourself and have done with it. 
But, if you prayed from your heart and listened to the trilling of the bells in the air 
after they stop ringing, you would hear the voices as well as I do.” 
 

Joan heard the voice of God. But the King, if he heard anything at all, heard only 
thunder. Why? Because she was listening for that Voice. Some people are so discon-
nected from God that they never hear God’s voice as described in today’s Gospel. 
Many of us fail to hear God’s voice because we almost expect some spectacular way 
in which God will manifest to us. Some think that God will never speak to them be-
cause they think they are not good enough for God. Some others may have false the-
ological notions that prevent them from hearing God’s voice. But Jesus shows us that 
God has no partiality and that God talks to everyone. What we need to realize is that 
whispers, instead of loud noisy words, is God’s preferred way to communicate to us. 
That requires us to be in tune with God’s whispers. Hence silent listening is the way 
to hear God speaking to us. Do we practice silence on a daily basis to listen to God? 

“The Four Immortal Chaplains!” 
  

Just after midnight on Feb. 3, 1943, an act of extraordi-
nary unselfishness by a group of men became a legend of 
martyrdom and sacrifice. When the Army ship Dorchester 
was torpedoed by the Germans just south of Greenland 
that night, its passengers and crew had 25 minutes to get 

off the boat. As 902 people went for the life jackets, it quickly was discovered there 
weren't near enough. Of the 13 lifeboats, only two functioned. In the ship's final 
minutes, Methodist senior chaplain George Lansing Fox, Rabbi Alexander Goode, 
Dutch Reformed minister Clark V. Poling and John P. Washington, a Roman Catholic 
priest, were helping passengers leave the vessel. Then four men appeared all of them 
without life jackets. The chaplains quickly gave up their own vests and went down 
with the ship, perishing in the freezing water. Survivors saw them, locked arm in arm, 
praying and singing the Navy hymn, "Eternal Father, Strong to Save" just before the 
ship dove beneath the waves.  
 

"The Four Immortal Chaplains," as they are now known, have been honored many 
times, including on a stamp issued in their honor by the U.S. Postal Service. This world 
would have lost much if there had not been men prepared to  forget their  personal 
safety, security, selfish gain and selfish advancement. The world owes everything to 
people who recklessly spent their lives for others. The metaphors of the “dying grain 
of wheat” and of the “surrendered life”: Jesus explains to his apostles that it is by his 
suffering and death that he is bringing life and liberation to the sinful world, just as a 
grain of wheat sown in the field ceases to remain itself alone, “just a seed,” by germi-
nating and then growing into a plant which produces many new  grains of wheat.  In 
the same way, it is by the self-sacrificial lives of holy men and women that life and sal-
vation come to mankind.  In other words, when we "die" to our selfishness, we "rise" 
to new life in Jesus Christ.  To be “buried in the earth” means avoiding sin, accepting 
suffering and living for others. 
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Pray 

If You Test Positive for Covid & Attended Church,  
Please Let Us Know 

 

If you attend church and then test positive for Covid, please call the 
Parish Office, 732-828-1400, as soon as possible to let us know. This 
will help us ensure that we can let others know who may have been 
exposed, as well as keep our church building as safe as possible. 
(Your name will not be shared with others.) Please also let us know if 
there is anything we can do to help and if you would like to be added 
to the Prayer List. 

Connect 

Are you aware of some parishioners 
who might be feeling disconnected 
from the St Matthias Parish Family? 
Do you feel they may welcome a call 
from a fellow parishioner? With covid-
19 continuing into 2021, some may feel 
estranged if attending Mass in person 
is not a comfortable option for them 
or if viewing Mass online or reading 
the bulletin requires technical equip-
ment or knowledge not available to 
them. This past year may have been 
and might continue to be particularly 
isolating for some parish members.  

Any persons come to 
mind?  The Pastoral 
Council would like to 
reach out and help 
parishioners stay connected during 
this difficult time.   
 

Please email Pastoral Council mem-
ber, Lorraine Farr, at  
Lvfarr7@gmail.com, or call the Parish 
Office, 732-828-1400, with those indi-
viduals’ names and phone number.  
Please help re-connect friends, family, 
neighbors to our St Matthias Family! 

      Pastoral Council Outreach — Help Us Connect with Each Other! 

Reflect 

Need Help Scheduling Your 
Covid Vaccine? 

 

If you are eligible, but need help 
with booking an appointment,  
parishioner Maribeth Llaguno is 
willing to help. Contact her at:  
mabeth70@yahoo.com 
 
If you are 75 or older, you may 
also call the new NJ hotline dedi-
cated to registering, scheduling or 
rescheduling appointments for 
those 75 or older.  You will be 
speaking with a live person (8 
am—8pm).  Call:  856-249-7007. 

Calling ALL Hospitality Ministers 
 

In preparation for Holy Week and Easter, we will be meeting in the cafeteria on-
TODAY, Sunday, March 21st at 1:00 pm.  Join us to learn about Holy Week and 
Easter hospitality logistics.  If you have been serving during COVID, please bring 
your good ideas with you for what we could be doing differently at St. Matthias 
and what’s working well.  Refreshments will be provided.  Questions, call Phyllis 
Stone in the Parish Office, 732-828-1400. 

“Better to Burn Out than Rust Out!” 
 
 

 This is one of the repeated pieces of advice Jesus gave us (Mark 8:35; Matthew 16:25; 10:39; Luke 9:24; 17:33). Bernard 
Shaw in his play, Joan of Arc, shows the saint as praying: “Lord I shall last a year; use me as you can.”  Many charitable foun-
dations and research institutions are financed by generous millionaires who understood this great principle of life (e.g. The 
Rockefeller Foundation and the Bill Gates Foundation for AIDS Research, etc.), while so many others selfishly keep their 
God-given wealth and talents for themselves. 
 

  Let us learn to live this Lenten period “burning out,” spending our time and talents for others around us by humble, selfless 
and self-giving service.  “Do all the good you can, by all the means you can, in all the ways you can, in all the places you can, 
to all the people you can, as long as ever you can” 

 The Wilson Family’s Request 
 

This past November, our parish-
ioner Mona Wilson passed 
away and she was buried from 
our church. Today is her birth-
day and so her beloved hus-
band Clyde Wilson and family 

requested for a special remembrance of Mona in 
our prayers. May she rest in peace, Amen.  
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                                          Prayer for the Journey of Faith 
 
Please continue to pray for our Elect and Candidates.  Take a prayer card at each church entrance/
exit.  Use these words to pray: 
 
Dear Lord, bless those who are moving forward into the fullness of faith in You through baptism and 
full communion in the life of our Catholic Family through the Holy Eucharist and 

Confirmation.  Protect them on their journey.  Reveal to them the love of Your Son, Jesus.  Empower them with the gifts of 
Your Holy Spirit.  I offer this sacrifice of prayer for them, in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, Amen! 

 
To Be Baptized   

Nalini Malik, Dashawn Durden, Danielle Gille, Joselyn  Montero 
 

To Be Received in Full Communion with the Church 
Loren Long, Shannon Long, Maritza Alimonte, Waid Barfield, Ava Ortman, Nicholas Chodl, Luis Cuevas, and Rosanna Garon 
 

To Receive the Sacrament of Confirmation 
Jodie Scalon, Natalie Ortman, Michael Chodl, Vanessa DiRocco, Michael DiRocco, Kristen Joyce Camerino, Nick Recine, 

Helena Cassutt, Udenna Ebii Okonkwo, Domique Marchie, and Michael Marchie  

Pray 

Thank you to everyone who attend-
ed the Lenten Reflection entitled 
“Racism Justice in the Catholic 
Church.   The recording can be found 
on our YouTube channel through this 
link: 
https://youtu.be/9p0oMk3YXL4 

 

Here are some highlights of the program through the com-
ments of some who attended and through online polling 
results on whether our parish, St. Matthias, is anti-racist: 
(On-line polling results will be published next week.) 
 

Feedback: 
“Thank you for this great program. Deacon Mel was incredible. 
Thank you so much.”.  
 

“Just a note to say "thank you" so much for organizing today's 
virtual retreat...is vital to us as a Christian faith community. 
Whenever I need to remind myself of what God wants me to 
do, I think of that line from Micah:  What does the Lord require 
of you? To act justly, and to love mercy and to walk humbly 
with your God.”  What are we to do next?  So many excellent 
and actionable ideas surfaced including: - using our existing 
small groups for further challenging conversations, - telling 
our personal stories of encountering bias, prejudice, and rac-
ism, - listening to one another and getting out of our comfort 

zones to build bridges of true understand-
ing?  As Deacon Mel said, If we stay blind to 
it (the culture of death of institutionalized 
racism in society), it isn't going to change. 
Thank you for helping us to see! 
 

“Thank you for yesterday ! I very much 
enjoyed your cousin’s presentation! 
And ...his singing voice.”  
 

“Just a note to thank you for yesterday’s presentation. Your 
cousin was a wonderful speaker with a clear message.  In my 
own life I know I have far to go to understand the concept of 
not only thinking about issues but, more importantly, how to 
act on those issues.” 
 

“Thank you for organizing Saturday's session. Deacon Melvin 
Tardy is an impressive speaker. His response to questions gave 
me great insight. I pray to grow more open of heart.” 
“I just wanted to thank you for the program on Saturday. I 
thought it was excellent! Your speaker was well prepared and 
challenged us to see things in a different light. He was calm 
and caring with a topic that can cause people to get anxious.” 
 

Watch the bulletin for more follow-up  
activity in the area. 

Thank You! 
Feedback from the February 27 Day of Reflection:   

“Racial Justice in the Catholic Church” 
sponsored by the St. Martin de Porres Society 
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Catholic School 2021-2022 Tuition Assistance  
 

Families interested in applying for tuition assistance to attend an eligible Diocese of Metuchen elementary or high school 
may apply online now through FACTS Grant & Aid Assessment at https://online.factsmgt.com/aid. 
Online applications are due by March 31, 2021. Applications are available in English and Spanish.  If you need assistance 
completing the online application or need access to a computer, please contact the School at 732-828-1402. 

Stewardship Reflection Mar 21, 2021 
5th Sunday of Lent 

 

 “I will be their God and they shall be my people.”-
 JEREMIAH 31:33 
 

What does it mean to be God’s people?  It means we rec-
ognize that everything we have and everything we are 
belongs to God.  We aren’t “owners” of anything, we are 
merely “stewards” of the gifts God has given us.  It 
means we are willing to use our gifts and our lives to care 
for our family, our neighbors and for people we don’t 
know, just as God cares for each of us. 

Reflexiónese — 21 de marzo de 2021  
  5to. Domingo de Cuaresma 

 

"Yo seré su Dios y ellos serán mi pueblo."- JEREMIAS 31:33 
 

¿Qué significa ser el pueblo de Dios? Significa que reconocemos 
que todo lo que tenemos y hacemos le pertenece a Dios. No 
somos los '"dueños" de nada, somos simplemente 
“administradores” de los dones que Dios nos ha dado. Significa 
que estamos dispuestos a utilizar nuestros dones y nuestras 
vidas para cuidar a nuestra familia, a nuestros vecinos y a perso-
nas que no conocemos, de la misma manera como Dios cuida a 
cada uno de nosotros. 

2021 Bishop’s Annual Appeal 
Transformed by Christ Body and Blood – Sent on Mission to Light a Fire in the Heart of the Church 

 

By now you have received a letter from Bishop Checchio inviting your participation in the 2021 Bishop’s Annual Appeal. 
The diocesan ministries supported by the Appeal directly impact many of the parishioners here in St. Matthias. Your gift 
provides formation opportunities for our catechists, youth and young adults.  In the coming days, you will be receiving a 
letter from our pastor encouraging your participation.  If you have yet to make your gift, please prayerfully consider doing 
so today by either returning your pledge card in the mail or going to the secure website:  https://diometuchen.org/BAA. The 
Bishop’s Annual Appeal Video may also be found on that site.  

Give 

Serve 

Learn 

      Ministry Spotlight— The St. Matthias Employment Ministry     

Do you know someone who is out of work? 
Unhappy in their job? Thinking of a career 
change? Returning to work after a hiatus? 
These and other employment and career 

issues are quite common.  
 
Founded in 2007, the St. Matthias Employment Ministry has 
been serving the community in many ways including helping 
people to write and improve their resumes, prepare for in-
terviews, and make career changes.  
 
We are a committed small group of volunteers who are here 
to help others with any aspect of the job search process in-
cluding networking, using LinkedIn, preparing for inter-

views, writing cover letters and improving resumes 
 
Since starting up, the St Matthias Employment Ministry has 
been reaching out to anyone, in Somerset NJ and nearby 
areas, who is struggling with employment issues. You do not 
have to be a parishioner. You do not have to be Catholic. All 
are welcome! 
  
The St. Matthias Employment Ministry is always looking for 
people who want to help others with job search and career 
issues. If you are interested, contact Terry Seamon at             
thseamon@yahoo.com, or Deacon John Radvanski at  
deaconjohn@stmatthias.net You may not realize it, but you 
could be the answer to someone’s prayers!  
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Parish Registration — Welcome 
new members! Please register by 
calling the Parish Office. 
 

Baptism — Baptismal Preparation 
Sessions are held four times a year for 
registered parishioners.  Please 
contact the parish office before the 
baby is born.  The sacrament of 
Baptism is celebrated on the second 
and fourth Sunday of each month, 
except during Lent. 
 

Marriage — Registered parishioners 
should contact the parish office a year 
before the desired wedding date. 
 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
The RCIA process is an opportunity 
for instruction and spiritual 
transformation for any adult seeking a 
deeper understanding of the Catholic 
tradition or full incorporation into the 
Catholic Church. If you are interested 
in becoming a Catholic or completing 
the Sacraments of Initiation-- 

Baptism/Confirmation/Eucharist, please 
call the Parish Office. 
 

Stewardship — Stewardship is a 
way of life, a way of thanking God for 
all our blessings by returning a 
portion of the time, talent and 
treasure allotted to us.  Whether it is 
clothes for the poor, food for the 
hungry, outreach to youth, in 
education, in worship, or simply arms 
stretched out to someone who is 
lonely, the Catholic Community of St. 
Matthias encourages everyone to become 

stewards of the gifts they have been 
given by God, returning a portion in 
gratitude to God for the work of 
ministry here at St. Matthias and 
beyond our local community. 

 

St. Matthias School is a 
PreK3 through 8th grade 
school rooted in faith, 

inspired by love, and dedicated to 
academic excellence. Before and 
After School Care Programs are 
available. Come visit! Contact 732-828
-1402 to schedule a tour. 

About St. Matthias (please contact the staff members on the cover for up-to-date information) 

Parish Pastoral Council:  
 

Chair:  Nick Grippo  
   nickgrippo@gmail.com 
 

Co-Chair:  Lisa Robinson 
   lar0504@comcast.net  
 

Secretary: Tom Aussem 

Co-Secretary: 
Denise Brown   
 

Lorraine Farr 
Anne Marie Francis 
Claudine Langrin 
Garrett Linderoth 

Joe Percoco 
Rose Peng 
Marybeth Purcell 
John Taylor 
Ana Kelly, Ex-Officio 
Fr. Abraham, Ex-Officio 
 

Parish Finance Council: 
Joe Porter, Chair 
Finance council 
    @stmatthias.net 
Susan Klimcsak 
Barry Dusault 
Gwen Orlowski 

Audrey Francis 
Kester Hector  
Fr. Abraham, Ex-Officio 
 

Trustees:  
Isaac Peng 
Marge Richards 

Parish Leadership 

Shop on Amazon? 

Please start by click-
ing on the link at: 
www.stmatthias.net/
amazon   Thank you! 

Give 

St Matthias School Annual Fund 
 
 

Thank you to everyone who has donated to our 2020-2021 SMS Annual Fund.  The fund continues 
through the year and is used by the school for general operating expenses.   Everything from 

teachers’ salaries to electricity to art supplies to Covid-safe cleaning supplies to printer cartridges to copy paper to 
computers, benefit from your donations to the SMS Annual Fund.  

Read the letter from our Pastor and our Principal at:  
https://www.stmatthias.net/wp-content/uploads/SMS-Annual-Fund-2020-1docx.pdf 

Retired Priests Collection Next Weekend 
 

Next weekend we will have the annual collection for our retired diocesan 
priests.  We currently have 31 and more will be approaching retirement this sum-
mer.  The majority of our diocesan priests retire at age 75, but continue their pasto-
ral and sacramental ministry throughout the diocese as long as they are physically 
able.  Thank you for your generosity.   

Stewardship Totals for Fiscal Year July 1, 2020 - June 30, 2021 Last Year's Total 
Current Month In-Pew/Mail Parish Giving Weekly Total Weekly Total (Covid quar-

Week 36 - Mar. 7, 2021 $12,433.50 $24,165.75 $36,599.25 $25,211.09 

Week 37 - Mar. 14, 2021 $13,068.50 $20,060.25 $33,128.75 $18,973.09 

Week 38 - Mar. 21, 2021 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $12,376.09 

Week 39 - Mar. 28, 2021 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $20,566.09 

   Month-to-date Total Mar Total Last Yr 
   $69,728.00 $77,126.36 

   Current Year-to-date Total Year-to-date as of Mar 
   $940,428.93 $1,054,251.54 

Note:  The online Parish Giving amount varies week-to-week 
since some parishioners donate once a month and the full 
amount is recorded the week it arrives.  
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Complete Kitchen & 
Bathroom Remodeling

Porcelain Marble
Granite Countertops

 Heated Floors
Backsplashes
Shower Doors

    732-514-1500             
Lic # 13VH00782600

(Parishioner)

Diocese of Metuchen
Catholic Cemeteries

and Crematory
800-943-8400

Holy Cross Burial Park
840 Cranbury-South River Rd.

Jamesburg, NJ 08831

Resurrection Burial Park
Hoes Lane and Park Ave.

Piscataway, NJ 08854

www.diometuchen.org/cemeteries

PROTECTIVE
PAVING

DRIVEWAYS
PARKING LOTS

FULLY INSURED
FREE ESTIMATES

732-828-4177
SOMERSET, NJ

In Our 4th Decade of Quality Service

French Drains • Foundation Repair • Mold Remediation

732-777-7888
www.morganbasementwaterproofing.com

All Work Guaranteed

Tired of Climbing Stairs?
Rentals • Sales • Free Estimates

Family Owned & Operated Since 1947Family Owned & Operated Since 1947

908-402-1130
24 South Avenue • Fanwood, NJ

www.williamslifts.com
$250 OFF

ANY NEW
STAIRLIFT

H
IC

#1
3V

H
04

22
15

00

LIC. #18219

Mallory’s Army 
Foundation

United Together In The 
Fight Against Bullying...

Don’t Just Teach Kindness...
 BE KINDNESS!

www.MallorysArmy.com
(973) 440-8657

info@mallorysarmy.org
 It’s easy to join our mailing list! 
Just send your email address by 

text message: 
Text MALLORYSARMY to 

22828 to get started.
Message and data rates may apply.

E X C E L L E N C E  G U A R A N T E E D

Trusted For 75 Years732-873-8900
Restas.com 1873 Amwell Road • Somerset

Auto Care

RIDESHARE
ZONE
S

A

M

I
#WHATSMYNAME

toptop

sksk

atchatch

nformnform

Local, trusted, proven, effective, supportive, referrals, relationships, affordable, repetitious, versatile, lasting. 
This describes the power of... 

Placing an ad in the parish bulletin supports the parish while building your business - THAT’S A WIN WIN! Call 1.800.333.3166!

Support
Your

Community
...and your Church!

SHOP
LOCAL
HOP
OCAL

SPEND
LOCAL

This Space is Available!
800-333-3166 ext. 161

www.jppc.net



668 Th e Catholic Community of St. Matthias • Somerset, NJ (Back)                         John Patrick Publishing Company • (800) 333-3166 • www.jppc.net

QUALITY 
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE

Serving Central NJ Since 1986
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL 

SALES/SERVICE
All Major Credit Cards Accepted

P. Lic. #12425 • E. Lic. #9526
NJ Reg #13VH02047500 • HVAC Lic. 1510

ELECTRIC, PLUMBING 
HEATING & COOLING

1186 LIVINGSTON AVENUE, NORTH BRUNSWICK, NJ 
732-247-7390 • www.DaltonElectricCo.com

NOW HIRING QUALIFIED TEAM MEMBERS

Gleason Funeral Home
At Need Care • Pre-Need • Monuments

Parishioner Owned
William K. Gleason, Mgr., N.J. Lic. No. 4489

1360 Hamilton Street • Somerset, NJ
732-545-0700

www.GleasonFuneralHome.com

TOWNSHIP 
PHARMACY

712 Hamilton Street, Somerset
SR. DISCOUNT • WE DELIVERY

732-545-8800

NJ Plbg Lic.
7617 & 9231
NJ Elect Lic.

10217

Plumbing • Heating • Cooling • Electric
696 Franklin Blvd., Somerset, NJ 08873

Family Owned & Operated. Call the one’s you’ve trusted for 65 years.

“In Loving Memory of Jack Dolan Sr. and Jack Dolan”

www.jackdolanandsons.comwww.jackdolanandsons.com

Serving Middlesex
& Somerset Counties

800.222.8827800.222.8827

WEALTH ADVISORS, LLC

John C. Moynihan, CFP®
Certifi ed Financial PlannerTM, practitioner

21 West High Street, Second Floor
Somerville, NJ 08876

732.873.0433 • www.wwallc.net
Practical Solutions for Managing Wealth

SOLD
BARROOD
Selling, Buying or Renting 
Houses - Call us for help!

700 Easton Ave., Somerset
732-846-1661

Good people, great service, since 1940
Parishioner

D’Angiolillo
Chiropractic Center
Find out more about us 

and how we can help you!
Visit Our Website @

www.DrJoeD.com
(732) 873-2222

PROFESSIONAL CENTER 
AT SOMERSET

11 Clyde Road, Suite 103
Somerset, NJ 08873

Serving Our Community 
Since 1985

900 Easton Ave. Somerset Village
732-247-0400

$1.50 Off Large 18” Pie

FIND YOUR NEW BEST FRIEND.
$60 $60 adoption fee | animals are spayed/neutered, micro-chipped & up-to-date on shotsadoption fee | animals are spayed/neutered, micro-chipped & up-to-date on shots

Franklin Township Animal Shelter
475 DeMott Lane, Somerset, NJ 08873

732.873.2500 x6255 | Tue-Fri 12-3 & Sat 12-6 Ad sponsored by 
Second Chance For Animals

P A FINANCIAL SOLUTIONS LLC
Certifi ed Public Accountant

Professional Tax, Accounting, Bookkeeping, Payroll Services
Philip Arana, CPA, MBA
Philarana00@gmail.com

Somerset, NJ 08875
732-325-3157Parishioner

Dr. Kosmas Kasimatis, D.M.D. 
Total Smile Makeovers as Seen on TV
FREE Consultation
FREE Exam & All Necessary Xrays
Second Opinions Welcomed
MENTION ST. MATTHIAS FOR ANY PROMOTIONS

732-247-7417 • SMILEDESIGNS101.COM

Dental Implants
Cosmetic Dentistry

Children’s Dentistry
General & Family Dentistry

Pavers • Stone • Mulch
Specialize In Custom Projects

Contact Anthony Schinella, Parishioner
609-751-6514 • www.ajslandscapingpro.com

AJSL andscap ing  &
Hardscap ing ,  L LC

AJS PAINTING
TONY SCHINELLA, PARISHIONER

Friendly, Courteous Service
Owner Operated, Free Proposals

Meticulous, Guaranteed Work
Highest Quality, Aff ordable Price

No Job Too Small • Since 2001

732-873-8477

Commercial Rates are at an All Time Low. Contact 
us today to get a free analysis to see if we can help 
Save you money with your monthly payments on 

your commercial property. Multi-Family, Retail, Offi  ce 
Building, Apartment and Condos. Can close in as little as 
45 days! Four season customer service is our top priority.

www.duqfunding.com
1650 Market Street - Suite 3600

Philadelphia, PA 19103

BRUNSWICK FURNITURE OUTLET, LLC
330 Townsend St., New Brunswick, NJ

Rafael
732-354-4420

Se Habla Español

Connecting businesses to 
customers in realtime!
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