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19, 2022 –

The Most Holy Body & Blood of Christ
Happy Father’s Day Today!
Finance Council Update

St. Matthias Parish Oﬃce:
Open Mon-Thu: 8:30-5:00PM; Fri: 8:30-4PM
168 JFK Boulevard, Somerset, NJ 08873
732-828-1400, fax: 732-828-0866
www.stmatthias.net

The Finance Council has provided an
update on our financial situation. Please
read the letter from the Finance Council
to all parishioners on page 7.

Mass Schedule (in person):
Sat - 5PM, Sun - 8, 10 AM & 12 noon
M/T/W/Th/F at 8:00AM
And also on our YouTube channel
youtube.com/c/StMatthiasSomersetNJ

St. Matthias School (SMS):
170 JFK Blvd., Somerset, NJ 08873
www.stmatthias.info 732-828-1402
School Summer Oﬃce Hours (June 20+)
Mon-Thurs: 9 am– 1 pm; Fri by apptmnt.
For all Parish emails, add @stmatthias.net
Pastor: Rev Abraham Orapankal, abraham
Senior Priest: Msgr. Seamus Brennan, sbrennan
Mary Pat Burke-Grospin, Business Administrator
mpburke-grospin
Deacon Ron Caimi, Senior Deacon
Kelly Counts, Receptionist, kcounts
Deacon Russell Demkovitz, rdemkovitzJuan
Juan Diaz Flores, Custodian
Nathalie Godet, Website Coordinator, ngodet
Leslie Guillen, Bulletin Editor, lguillen
Amy Hanna, Accountant/Databases, ahanna
Ana V Kelly, Pastoral Associate for Marketing &
Development, akelly
Mike Lanyi, Sacristan
Sue Lenczewski, Youth Coordinator, SMYLE
Julio Montero, Maintenance Supervisor
Dolores R. Nann, Pastoral Associate for Faith
Formation, dnann
Vinnie Natale, Bookkeeper, vnatale
Silvia Nizama, Housekeeper
Deacon John Radvanski, deaconjohn
Joan Best Seamon, Pastoral Associate for Music
Ministry jseamon
Sr Marie Therese Sherwood, OSF, Pastoral
Assoc. for Social Concerns, msherwood
Trish Stumper, Par. Support Secretary, tstumper
St. Matthias School (add @stmatthiasnj.org)
Mary Lynch, Principal, mlynch
Joseph Gidaro, Vice Principal, jgidaro

St. Matthias Celebrates
60th Anniversary!
Next Sunday, June 26,
2022, we will oﬃcially
celebrate the 60th
Anniversary of the
creation of the Catholic
Community of St.
Matthias. Bishop
Checchio will preside at
the 12 Noon Mass. All are
invited to share in this
very special Anniversary
Mass!

Franklin Township
Proclamation Presented
to St. Matthias
On Tuesday, June 14th, the
Franklin Township Council
presented an oﬃcial Proclamation to St. Matthias in
honor of our 60 years as a
parish. More details next
week.

Join Us for the 4th Annual Empty Bowls Next Saturday
Help the Franklin Township Foodbank by purchasing your ticket for Saturday, June 25th’s Empty Bowls. See page 10 for details.
If you shop on Amazon, please help us by starting at:
www.stmatthias.net/Amazon
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This Week @ St. Matthias

From the Pastor’s Desk

Masses are also livestreamed on our YouTube channel:
youtube.com/c/StMatthiasSomersetNJ

Dear Friends,

The Church is open for individual prayer
Mon-Fri: 7:30 am to dusk , Sat: 9 am to 6pm, and
Sun: 7:30 am to 1 pm, unless another service is
taking place.

Happy Father’s Day to all fathers, grandfathers, stepfathers,
single fathers and other father figures in our life. We will have
a special blessing for all these good men at every Mass.

June - Month of the Sacred Heart
Sunday Jun 19, 2022
The Most Holy Body & Blood of Christ
Father’s Day & Juneteenth
8:00AM Mass
Church
10:00AM Mass
Church
12:00PM Mass
Church
Monday, Jun 20, 2022 St. Silverius, Pope & Martyr
8:00AM Mass/Miraculous Medal Novena
Church
6:00PM Property Management Mtg.
Zoom
7:00PM Finance Council Mtg.
Zoom
Tuesday, Jun 21, 2022 St. Aloysius Gonzaga, Confessor
8:00AM Mass
Church
Wednesday, Jun 22, 2022 St. Paulinus of Nola, Bishop
8:00AM Mass
Church
Thursday, Jun 23, 2022 Nativity of St. John the Baptist
8:00AM Mass
Church
Friday, Jun 24, 2022 Solemnity—Sacred Heart of Jesus
8:00AM Mass
Church
Saturday, Jun 25, 2022 The Immaculate Heart of the
Blessed Virgin Mary
3:30PM Reconciliation
Church
5:00PM Mass
Church
Sunday Jun 26, 2022 St. Matthias 60th Anniversary
8:00AM Mass
Church
9:30AM ServiceWorX
John XXIII & Offsite
10:00AM Mass - ServiceWorx Group Mass
Church
12:00PM Mass - 60th Anniversary Mass with
Bishop Checchio
Church

Bulletin Article Requests:
If you would like to send information to be
included in our bulletin, please email it to
bulletin@stmatthias.net by 8 AM,
MONDAY, 6 before the bulletin date (earlier
for holiday weekends). Approved content is
published on a space-available basis.
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There are also some other celebrations worthy of our
attention. The Bishops of our nation are calling for a three-year grassroots
revival of devotion and belief in the Real Presence of Jesus in the Eucharist.
In our Diocese, the launch of the Eucharistic Revival begins today, June 19 at
the Cathedral of St. Francis of Assisi, with a noon Mass celebrated by Bishop
Checchio and a Eucharistic Procession to follow. In our parish, I am not
aware of any Eucharistic procession in recent memory. This Sunday’s feast
of Corpus Christi is a beautiful opportunity for us to have a Eucharistic
procession. Hence, weather permitting, we will have a short Eucharistic
procession on Saturday within our campus - just around the church and
school - at the end of the 5 pm Mass and conclude with Benediction. I invite
us all to join and receive the Lord’s blessings.
This Sunday is “Juneteenth.” What is it? Even though the Emancipation
Proclamation granting freedom to all enslaved persons took eﬀect on
January 1, 1863, the last quarter of a million enslaved people were finally set
free by Union troops in Galveston Bay, Texas on June 19, 1865. This
triumphant day is known as “Juneteenth.” Although it has long been
celebrated in the African-American community, this event remains largely
unknown to most Americans. The historical legacy of Juneteenth shows the
value of never giving up hope in uncertain times. Just as we praise and thank
God for the emancipation of the enslaved Israelites during the Exodus, we
raise our hands in prayers of gratitude for the freedom of our formerly
enslaved Black Brothers and Sisters! Remember what we sang on the Easter
Vigil: “Sing a song of freedom! God has won the victory!” This is applicable
to Juneteenth and any other instance of injustice that calls for liberation.
Next Sunday we celebrate our 60th Anniversary Mass presided by our
Bishop. We have invited all the priests, deacons, religious and lay men and
women who have served our parish and school. The Parish Pastoral &
Finance Councils, and other parishioners have suggested that we use this
Anniversary to do some renovation of our church that is long overdue.
Some of the suggested ideas are: Refurbishing the pews, renewing the floor,
Add more bathrooms, Narthex (a big enclosed gathering area from the
breezeway up to the statue of Mary) Renew/clean the Church walls, Replace
church windows with stained glass. But how do we raise funds? It was
suggested that we ask each family to contribute, keeping in mind the
60th Anniversary, a minimum of $60 or multiples of 60 (120, 180, 240, etc) as
each family is able to sacrifice.
What among these church renovation ideas should we prioritize? Or, are
there other needs that you, our parish family, have in your mind? Our
Councils agreed that we ask the whole parish for your input. Hence, we will
have a short and easy google survey. I invite all of us to respond to that so
that your voices will be heard, and appropriate decisions can be made.
God bless us all to have a happy and meaningful 60th Anniversary Mass and
continue other celebrations throughout the remaining part of this year.
Your brother in Christ, Fr. Abraham Orapankal
www.stmatthias.net
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Readings for the Week

Mass Intentions for the Week

Monday: 2 Kgs 17:5-8, 13-15a, 18; Ps 60:3, 4- Saturday, Jun 18
5, 12-13; Mt 7:1-5
Sunday, Jun 19
Tuesday: 2 Kgs 19:9b-11, 14-21, 31-35a, 36; Ps
48:2-3ab, 3cd-4, 10-11; Mt 7:6, 12-14
Wednesday: 2 Kgs 22:8-13; 23:1-3; Ps 119:33,
34, 35, 36, 37, 40; Mt 7:15-20
Thursday: Vigil: Jer 1:4-10; Ps 71:1-2, 3-4a, 56ab, 15ab and 17; 1 Pt 1:8-12; Lk 1:5-17
Day: Is 49:1-6; Ps 139:1b-3, 13-14ab, 14c-15;
Acts 13:22-26; Lk 1:57-66, 80

5:00PM Joseph Doyle, by Isabelle & John Baker
8:00AM Hugh Scott, by Friends of Somerset Run
10:00AM All Fathers—Living & Deceased
12:00PM June Jones, by Ellin & Gil Ossandon
(5:30PM) Intention of Parishioners
8:00AM Health & Blessings for Ysabel Godet, by Mom &
Grandmere
8:00AM Philomena Saroja, by Mercy Gabriel

Monday, Jun 20
Tuesday, Jun 21
Wednesday, Jun 22

Friday: Ez 34:11-16; Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6;
Rom 5:5b-11; Lk 15:3-7

Thursday, Jun 23
Friday, Jun 24
Saturday: Lam 2:2, 10-14, 18-19; Ps 74:1b-2, 3- Saturday, Jun 25
5, 6-7, 20-21; Lk 2:41-51
Sunday, Jun 26
Sunday: 1 Kgs 19:16b, 19-21; Ps 16:1-2, 5, 7-8,
9-10, 11; Gal 5:1, 13-18; Lk 9:51-62

8:00AM All Deceased Members of the Edwin Family, by
Mercy Gabriel
8:00AM Dr. Giuseppe Chiado, MD, by Louis & Mary Nepote
8:00AM Waldyslaw Stefanski, by Daughter & Family
5:00PM Dominic Fama, by Cathy Fama
8:00AM Madeline Tarantino, by Vinnie
10:00AM Jill Szabo, by The Dimeglio Family
12:00PM Agnes Paduck, by Sr. Jean Marie, SSCM
(5:30PM) Intention of Parishioners

St. Matthias School Summer Oﬃce Hours
Eﬀective June 20, 2022
Monday through Thursday: 9:00 AM – 1:00 PM
Friday: Closed or by appointment. 732-828-1402

Pray for those who are sick...
If you or a family member are sick, please call the Parish Office or email Kelly Counts at kcounts@stmatthias.net to add the name to this
list. Names will be listed in the bulletin for 6 weeks. Please let us know if this time period needs to be extended. We want to know how
you are doing and want to offer you the support of our prayers. New people on our prayer list are noted in blue.

Beth & Jay Adams
Erika Adams
Carolyn Banghart
Brandon Barbarite
Gloria Barone-Tuckey
Edith Benko
Anthony Brandi
Barbara Butler
Tara Capatosto
Ellen Catalina
Marlene DiMaggio
Mary Dolan
William Dolphin
Vivian Dong
Josephine Geenty
Claudia Gemgnani
Emma Gergely

Rose Gessner
Mary Gidaro
Sloopy & John Hoﬀman
Baby Isla-Rose Huﬀman
Rose Larangeira
The Litrakis Family
John Litrakis
Kenneth & Kelly Magat
Al Maglio
King Manansala
Susan & Tosh Manansala
Christine L. Matthews
Beatrice May
Margaret Menendez
Carol Millemann
Sabrina Moloney
Dave Moynihan

Pray for those who have died…

Eleanor Nagy
Janice Navatkowski
Jean Oberlander
Dan O’Brien
Danny Ongchangco
Paul & Doris Paetow
Robert Pellegrino
Jim Pettit
Christina Pietrowiak
Ruth Piscadlo
Chris Retz
Gabriel Rivera
Jaxon Rivera
Barbara Ruziska
Maria Schwenzer
Lena Sciotto
Buddy Scott

Sr. Mary Amata Shina, OSF
Sr. Rosaria Shina, OSF
Dennis Stuewe
Jeﬀ Sullivan
Jeﬀ Tami
Angie Montalbo Tinio
Jeaninne Tosh
Regina Wellman
Mark T. Worthington
And for all who are ill,
homebound, elderly, in nursing
care, or living with chronic
illness, we pray.

—— “His mercy endures forever.” Chronicles

Marie Forte (Memorial Mass)
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Reflect
Smile with Your Family
Bidding at a local auction is interrupted when the auctioneer's clerk hands him a note. "A gentleman has lost a
wallet containing $5,000 in cash," says the auctioneer. "If it
is returned, he will pay a reward of $100." There is a moment's silence, then someone in the crowd shouts: "One
hundred and fifty!" ☺
Starving after hours of driving nonstop, my husband and I
pulled over at a truck stop. While he gassed up the car, I
went into the restaurant and placed our order to go. After
writing it all down, the girl behind the register asked, “Will
that be all for you?” “No,” I replied a bit defensively. “Some
of it’s for my husband.” ☺
Teacher on the phone: “You say Michael has a cold and

can’t come to school today? To whom am I speaking?” The
voice: “This is my father!” ☺
Dad: Hi Sweetie, how was the school today?” Daughter:
“You can read all about it on my Facebook, Dad.” ☺
“I gave my father $100 and said, ‘Buy yourself something
that will make your life easier.’ So he went out and bought
a present for my mother.” ☺
“I’ve been to war. I’ve raised twins. If I had a choice, I’d
rather go to war.” —George W. Bush
“By the time a man realizes that maybe his father was
right, he usually has a son who thinks he’s wrong.” —
Charles Wadsworth

Eucharist Converted St. Elizabeth Ann Seaton!
Two hundred years ago, a beautiful, young,
Episcopalian woman accompanied her husband, a merchant, to Italy, leaving four of their
five children at home with family members.
They had sailed for Italy, hoping that the
change in climate might help her husband,
whose failing business had eventually aﬀected
his health adversely. Tragically, he died in Liverno. The grieving young
woman was warmly received by an Italian family, business acquaintances of her deceased husband. She stayed with them for three
months before she could arrange to return to America. The young
widow was very impressed by the Catholic faith of her host family,
especially their devotion to the Holy Eucharist: their frequent attendance at Mass, the reverence with which they received Holy Communion, the awe they showed toward the Blessed Sacrament on feast
days when the Eucharist was carried in procession. She found her broken heart healed by a hunger for this mysterious presence of the
Lord, and, upon returning home, requested instruction in the Catholic
Faith. Soon after being received into the Church, she described her
first reception of the Lord in the Eucharist as the happiest moment of
her life. It was in St. Peter’s Square on September 14, 1975, that Pope
Paul VI canonized this woman, Elizabeth Ann Seton, as the first nativeborn saint of the Unites States. The Eucharist for her was a sign and
cause of union with God and the Church.

Parenting Tune-Up

“Stay with me, Lord, for it is necessary to have
You present so that I do not forget You. You
know how easily I abandon You.
Stay with me, Lord, because I am weak and I
need Your strength, that I may not fall so often.
Stay with me, Lord, for You are my life, and without You, I am without fervor.
Stay with me, Lord, for You are my light, and
without You, I am in darkness.
Stay with me, Lord, to show me Your will.
Stay with me, Lord, so that I hear Your voice and
follow You.
Stay with me, Lord, for I desire to love You very
much, and always be in Your company.
Stay with me, Lord, if You wish me to be faithful
to You.
Stay with me, Lord, for as poor as my soul is, I
want it to be a place of consolation for You, a
nest of love.
Stay with me, Jesus, for it is getting late, the day
is coming to a close, and life passes; death, judgment, eternity approach. It is necessary to renew my strength.

Marriage Tune-Up

The end of the school year can bring lots
of banquets, and ceremonies. Inevitably, some
kids get more awards than others. Help your child
recognize his/her internal worth that goes beyond trophies.
Page 4

Padre Pio’s Prayer after
Holy Communion

"Do this in remembrance of me."
(1 Cor. 11:24)
Jesus used these words when sharing bread and wine with the apostles at the Last Supper. When we consume food and drink it becomes
part of our body and blood. Be mindful of Jesus’ presence in the next
meal you eat together.

www.stmatthias.net
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Reflect
The Greatest work of Art in
St. Peter’s Basilica

Hands and Voices at the Table
Jesus feeds the crowd with five loaves and two
fish. Luke 9: 11b-17
After you’ve been a priest or deacon or minister of the Communion for a while, you begin to notice the
hands. The Body of Christ, you say as you place the host in his or
her hands: Hands that are calloused and scarred from work. Hands
that are gnarled and broken by illness. Hands that care for children, the sick, and the elderly. Hands that make music, build boats,
cook, plant & create beautiful things. All of these hands tell the
stories of these people who have responded to God’s invitation to
come to this table. This bread is their connection with the God who
authored their stories.
And after you’ve become more comfortable in the role of distributor of the consecrated bread, you start to look — even if just for a
second — into their eyes. As you hold up the piece of bread, you
see in the communicant’s eyes the simple joy of receiving their
Lord in the Eucharist. Some days you might detect a sadness or
hurt in their eyes or hear a note of pain or grief in their Amen.

One of the seminarians who gives tours of St. Peter’s
told me of an interesting incident. He was leading a
group of Japanese tourists who knew absolutely
nothing of our Faith. With particular care, he explained the great masterpieces of art, sculpture and
architecture. He finally concluded at the Blessed Sacrament Chapel, trying his best to explain quickly what
it was. As the group dispersed, an elderly man, who
had been particularly attentive stayed behind, and
said, “Pardon me. Would you explain again this
‘Blessed Sacrament?’” Our student did, after which
the man exclaimed, “Ah, if this is so, what is in this
chapel is a greater work of art than anything else in
this basilica.” (Cardinal Timothy Dolan in Priests of
the Third Millennium, 6444 p. 66 ).
Today’s feast of Corpus Christi is intended to make
us value and appreciate the worth of Jesus in the
Holy Eucharist.

You understand that you are not a part of this moment. Whether
gratitude or grief, relief or despair, this is Communion between
God and this individual. God is just using your hands — and you’re
humbled to be of such use.

The Feast and its Objectives

Today, we celebrate the solemn feast of Corpus
Christi. It is three feasts in one: the feast of the EuchaAnd when you return to the altar with the “fragments” in your
ristic sacrifice, the feast of the Sacrament of the Euciborium or paten, you realize the depth of God’s love for all of us
charist and the feast of the Real Presence of Jesus in
who come to this table of ours.
this Sacrament. Corpus Christi is a doctrinal feast
We come to the table with our joys, our thanks, our hurts, our
established for three purposes: 1) to give God collecdoubts, our crises, our griefs. Some days we come with grateful
tive thanks for Christ’s abiding presence with us in
hearts and some days we come broken and distraught; other times the Eucharist and to honor Him there; 2) to instruct
we come gratefully aware of God’s presence in our lives — and at the people in the Mystery, Faith and devotion surtimes we come wondering if God is really here.
rounding the Eucharist, and 3) to teach us to appreciBut we come. Because we know that every time we come, the mir- ate and make use of the great gift of the Holy Euchaacle happens. Jesus feeds the crowd — us.
rist, both as a Sacrament and as a sacrifice. In the
three-year
cycle of the Sunday liturgy, there is a
Nora Gallagher writes in The Sacred Meal: “Communion is meant
diﬀerent
theme
each year for this Feast of the Body
to be done together; it has to be done in community. You can
and
Blood
of
Christ.
In Cycle A the theme is the Eupray alone and fast alone. You can even go on pilgrimage
charist
as
our
food
and
drink; in Cycle B the emphasis
alone. But you can’t take Communion alone . . . Communion forcis
on
the
Eucharist
as
the
sign of the covenant; and in
es us to be with others [and] stand with them . . . We are forced
Cycle
C
the
theme
focuses
on the priesthood of Jeto be with strangers and people we don’t like, persons of diﬀerent colors and those with bad breath or breathing cheap alcohol . sus. Although we celebrate the institution of the Holy
Eucharist on Holy Thursday, the Church wants to em. . We are stuck with each other, at that altar, at least for a few
phasize its importance by a special feast, formerly
minutes.” And that’s what enables the real miracle to happen: The Eucharist transforms us from a collection of diverse, dis- called “Corpus Christi.” It was Pope Urban IV who
first extended the feast to the universal Church. This
connected souls into a community of faith. We come here with
our struggles and doubts and pains and sorrows and, if the Eucha- is one of the few feasts left in which we observe a
procession
rist is what Jesus intended it to be, we find support and compassion from those who come to the table with us. Today’s feast of
the Body and Blood of Christ celebrates our call by Jesus who fed
the multitudes to be both guest and waiter, participant and host
at the banquet of God.
Page 5
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Reflect
Have you heard of the
Eucharistic miracle of Lanciano?

“Jesus Christ gave a lasting memorial!”

A famous Eucharistic miracle of
Lanciano, Italy, took place in the
year 700. A monk, who feared he
was losing his vocation, was celebrating Mass, and during the consecration the host turned into
flesh and the wine turned into blood. Despite the
fact that the miracle took place almost 1300 years
ago, you may still see the flesh in a monstrance
which is exposed every day and the blood in a glass
chalice. (The glass chalice is beneath the monstrance
on the right.) I also had the privilege of seeing that
Eucharistic miracle during my time in Italy. The blood
has congealed and is now in five clots in the glass
chalice.
In 1971 and 1981 a hospital laboratory tested the
flesh and blood and discovered that the flesh is myocardium, which is heart muscular tissue, so we
could say it is the heart of Jesus, the Sacred Heart,
and the blood is of the blood group AB. In 1978
NASA scientists tested the blood on the Turin
Shroud and interestingly also discovered that it is of
the blood group AB. (The Sudarium, Face Cloth of
Christ, in John 20:6 is also of the blood group AB.)
Despite the fact that human flesh and blood should
not have remained preserved for 1300 years, the
hospital lab tests found no trace of any preservatives.
One final interesting point about the five blood clots
in the chalice is that when you weigh one of them, it
is the same weight as all five together, two of them
together weigh the same as all five. In fact no matter
what way you combine the blood clots individually
or in a group to weigh them, they always weigh the
same. Incredible? Want to read more about this?
Even non-Catholic sources like Wikipedia or Google
have lots of information on this!

One of his Catholic disciples asked the controversial god-man
Osho Rajneesh about the diﬀerence between Buddha, the
founder of Buddhism, and Jesus Christ. He told a story to
distinguish between Buddha and Christ. When Buddha was
on his deathbed, his disciple Anand asked him for a memorial
and Buddha gave him a Jasmine flower. But as the flower
dried up, the memory of Buddha also dwindled. Jesus Christ,
however, instituted a lasting memorial without anybody’s
asking for it by oﬀering to God his Body and Blood under the
appearances of bread and wine and commanding his disciples
to share his Divinity by repeating the ceremony. So Jesus continues to live in his followers while Buddha lives only in history books. On this feast, as on Holy Thursday, we reflect on the
importance of the institution of the Holy Eucharist and priesthood.
(Osho Rajneesh claimed that he was another incarnation of God
who attained “enlightenment” at 29 when he was a professor
of Hindu philosophy in Jabalpur University in India.)
We need to receive this message of unity and sacrificial love:
The Eucharist, (the Body and Blood of Christ), teaches us the
importance of community, the bond that results from this sacrifice. John Chrysostom says: “What is the Bread actually? The
Body of Christ. What do communicants become? The Body of
Christ. Just as the bread comes from many grains, which remain themselves and are not distinguished from one another
because they are united, so we are united with Christ.” Just as
numerous grains of wheat are pounded together to make the
host, and many grapes are crushed together to make the wine,
so we become unified in this sacrifice. Our Lord chose these
elements in order to show us that we ought to seek union with
one another, to allow the Holy Spirit to transform us into Our
Lord Jesus Christ and to work with Him in the process. Christ
is the Head and we are the Body. Together we are one. That
which unites us is our willingness to sacrifice our time and talents to God in our fellow members in Christ’s Mystical
Body. This is symbolized by our sharing in the same Bread and
the same Cup. Hence, Holy Communion should strengthen our
sense of unity and love.

The Biblical Foundation
Our belief in this Real Presence of Jesus in the Holy Eucharist derives from the literal interpretation of the promise of
Christ to give us his Body and Blood for our spiritual food and drink, as found in St. John's Gospel, Chapter 6, and also in
the four independent accounts of the fulfillment of this promise at the Last Supper (Mt. 26; Mk. 14; Lk. 22; 1 Cor. 11). Eucharistic theologians explain the Real Presence by a process called transubstantiation: the entire substance of bread and
wine is changed into the entire substance of the risen and glorified Body and Blood of Christ, retaining only the
“accidents” (taste, color, shape) of bread and wine. Can there be a religion in which God is closer to humans than our
Catholic Christianity? Jesus does not believe that he is humiliating himself in coming to us and giving himself to us in his
Flesh and Blood to be our spiritual Food.
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Parish News
Finance Council Update to the Parish – June 2022
Dear Parishioners,
This letter is to continue our commitment
to keeping you, our fellow parishioners,
informed regarding the activities of our
council and the financial health of our beloved parish. First,
our thanks to all who continue to support our church and
school with their generous giving of their time, treasure and
talent. Your Parish Finance Council feels blessed to be just
one of many ministries along with parish and school staﬀ
that work diligently to create the caring community of Saint
Matthias led by Father Abraham, Monsignor Brennan, and
Principal Mary Lynch.
Some updates:
Ö

Ö

Ö

Parish Giving On Line - We are told St Matthias has the
most on line contributors in the Diocese which helps
solidify our revenue projections. We invite others to
consider Parish Giving on line (parishgiving.org) if
appropriate for them.
Parish Financial Status Improved - Our revenues have
stabilized after our diﬃcult Covid times and our
expenses have decreased, resulting in current net gains
for both the church and school. We will be providing
another annual financial report to you in the fall.
Facility Improvements – The upcoming Parish 60th

Anniversary is an opportunity for us to consider facility
improvements, many that are long overdue. Along with
Father Abraham, the Pastoral Council, Property
Management Committee, and others we can plan
together. We will need your help, fellow parishioners,
completing improvements by running a fund
raiser. Parishioner input will be solicited.
Ö

Financial Audit - The Diocese recently had an
independent firm audit our prior fiscal year and we look
forward to the report which should help us going
forward.

Ö

In House Finance Review - Currently we have a CPA firm
reviewing our financial books. The purpose is to assure
that we are observing the best accounting practices and
procedures.

Much still needs to be done but together we can plan and
move forward as a thriving Catholic Community. Any
questions may be directed to us at
financecouncil@stmatthias.net
Sincerely,
Saint Matthias Finance Council
Fr. Abraham, Pastor, Kester Hector, Chair, Carmen DrizMelilli, Barry Dusault, Audrey Francis, Mary Pat BurkeGrospin, Gwen Orlowski, Joan Pritchard, Joe Porter

Learn
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Learn
St. Matthias shares a long
history of partnering with
the Center for Faith Justice
with our ServiceWorX middle school program and more recently with our parish involvement with our older youth
through the NeXt Level process.

On ServiceworX , which begins on Sunday, June 26 at St.
Matthias, middle school students [specifically rising 8th
graders] will explore service and social justice through the
lens of the Catholic faith. Skilled youth ministry staﬀ facilitate engaging prayer services, lively discussions, and dynamic community service experiences. We design and run the
week-long, daytime program at the participating host parish
or school, with outreach to local social service agencies and
non-profit organizations. It is fun-filled way to help young
people learn the meaning of faith and service.

The mission of the Center for FaithJustice is to inspire the
next generation of leaders by creating programs to serve
those in need and educate for justice in the Catholic tradition. Named for the biblical passage that inspired them,
“Faith without works is dead” (James 2:26), our signature
Please keep our parish young people in your prayers the
WorX programs unfold through week-long mission retreats weeks of June 26-July 1 and July 31-August5!
incorporating equal parts direct service to those in need and
Dee Nann, Faith Formation
intensive reflection on Catholic Social Teaching.

From the Pastoral Staﬀ
Happy Father’s Day!
My dad , Joseph Vincent Best, died
when my sisters and I were under the
age of 8, so we grew up in an allfemale household. We did not even get
a chance to know our grandfathers,
who died before we were all born. So
Father’s Day was not a big deal to us
back then.

that courage for the rest of my life. He
is in me and I am because of him.
Not everyone has fond memories of
their fathers and many deal with dreadful parental situations. I know I am
blessed in my particular situation.

But, since I tend to always look on the
bright side, I have come to understand
that it’s entirely possible that a father’s love never ends. If I can remember with joy, no matter how briefly, the
love my father has for me and the faith
he and my mother passed on to me, I
can tap into that love, that strength,

for them. They make the time to
come to Mass in between family obligations, work, athletic and musical
events, household chores, homework
and caring for relatives who are not
well.

All I know is that when I am on the organ bench, I am looking directly at the
When Terry and I became parents, I
statue of St. Joseph, and I think about
used to think and pray about how lucky my father. Would he be proud of the
our sons were to have a father like Ter- family we have become and the work
ry who was so caring and loving and
that I have done?
active in their lives. And I wonder what I look at the dads and grandads in
kind of person I might have become if I church every Saturday night and Sunhad had the same.
day with their families and I thank God

It is not easy — it never was.

Families attending mass
together should never be
taken for granted. We owe
all of these families —
dad, moms, grandparents
and their children -- our
support and our prayers.
So look around next time you are in
church and smile at the families who
are sitting around you. Give them and
their children a good word of encouragement and tell them how happy you
are to see them there. They are doing
the hard work of passing their faith on
to their children like our parents did for
us, one Mass at a time.
Happy Father’s Day- celebrate well and
know that St. Matthias appreciates all
you do!
Joan Best Seamon
Pastoral Associate for
Liturgical Music

Pray
Altar Servers Wanted!
Are you a student in grade 5 or higher? Would you like to play a prominent role at Mass each week? We
are looking for students that would like to join the Altar Servers Ministry. If you are interested in joining
this ministry, Click here to register, www.stmatthias.net/liturgical
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Give (and Receive!)
Stewardship Totals for Fiscal Year July 1, 2021 - June 30, 2022
Current Month

In-Pew/Mail

Parish Giving

Last Year's Total

Weekly Total

Weekly Total

Week 49 - June 5, 2022

$18,111.00

$18,209.75

$36,320.75

$29,972.92

Week 50 - June 12, 2022

$6,880.00

$22,285.25

$29,165.25

$32,905.25

Week 51 - June 19, 2022

$0.00

$0.00

$0.00

$23,851.75

Week 52 - June 26, 2022

$0.00

$0.00

$0.00

June Total Last Yr

$65,486.00

$106,273.17

Current Year-to-date To-

Year-to-date as of Jun

$1,322,499.06

$1,325,691.37

Building Repair/Replacement Fund: $2,888.00

Stewardship Reflection Jun 19, 2022
Feast of Corpus Christi

$19,543.25

Month-to-date Total

Reflexiónes — 19de junio de 2022 Fiesta de Corpus Christi

“They all ate and were satisfied. And when the leftover
fragments were picked up, they filled twelve wicker baskets.” (LUKE 9:17)

“Todos comieron y quedaron satisfechos. Y cuando recogieron
los pedazos que sobraron, llenaron doce cestos de mimbre” (Lucas 9:17)

The story of the Loaves and Fishes shows us that when
you share what you have, even if it doesn’t seem like that
much, miracles can happen! Do not think that your gift is
too small or insignificant! Each of us has a role in God’s
plan; you just need to place your trust in the Lord. Nothing is impossible with God. You may be the answer to
someone else’s prayer.

La historia de los Panes y los Peces nos muestra que cuando
usted comparte lo que tiene, aunque no parezca mucho,
¡suceden los milagros! ¡No piense que sus dones son demasiado pequeños o insignificantes! Cada uno de nosotros tiene
un rol en el plan de Dios: solo necesita poner su confianza en
el Señor. Con Dios nada es imposible. Usted puede ser la respuesta a la oración de alguien más.

Congratulations to the SMS Class of 2022!
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Serve
Part-Time Summer Help
St. Matthias Church is looking for part-time summer janitorial help. This is a perfect opportunity for a
responsible high school or college student.
For more details, please contact Mary Pat Burke-Grospin at 732-828-1400 ext. 121 or
mpburke-grospin@stmatthias.net.

Local Community
Franklin Township Opens Community
Youth Center

Youth Center membership is free however
registration via RecDesk is required to oﬃcially
participate in programs and recreational activities. Membership applications are located
at https://franklintwp.recdesk.com
The Youth Center hours of operation are
weekdays (10am-9pm) and weekends Saturdays (10am-9pm). The Youth Center will be
closed on federal holidays.
For more information contact Parks & Recreation at (732)873-1991 option 4 or
mail franklinrec@franklinnj.gov or visit www.franklintwpnj.org/youthcenter

Parish Leadership
Parish Pastoral Council:
Co-Chairs:
Claudine Langrin
ClaudMLangrin@
gmail.com and
Mary Beth Vetter-Purcell
marybeth.vetter

@gmail.com
Co-Secretaries:
Lorraine Farr and
Anne Marie Francis
Rose Peng
Frank Rees
Maria Tapia-Burch

John Taylor
Marilyn Wegg
Ana Kelly, Ex-Oﬃcio
Fr. Abraham, Ex-Oﬃcio
Trustees:
Isaac Peng
Marge Richards

Parish Finance Council:
Kester Hector, Chair
FinanceCouncil
@stmatthias.net
Barry Dusault
Gwen Orlowski
Audrey Francis

Joe Porter
Joan Pritchard
Mary Pat Burke-Grospin,
Ex-Oﬃcio
Fr. Abraham, Ex-Oﬃcio

About St. Matthias (please contact the staﬀ members on the cover for up-to-date information)
Parish Registration — Welcome to
St. Matthias! Please register on our
website. www.stmatthias.net/join-us,
or visit the Parish Oﬃce.

Baptism — Baptismal Preparation

Sessions are held four times a year for
registered parishioners. Please
contact the parish oﬃce before the
Marriage — Registered parishioners baby is born. The sacrament of
should contact the parish oﬃce a year Baptism is celebrated on the second
and fourth Sunday of each month,
before the desired wedding date.
except during Lent.
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Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
(RCIA) - If you are interested in
becoming a Catholic or completing
the Sacraments of Initiation-Baptism/Confirmation/Eucharist, please
call the Parish Oﬃce.

www.stmatthias.net

St. Matthias School is a
PreK3 through 8th grade
school rooted in faith,
inspired by love, and dedicated to
academic excellence. Before and
After School Care Programs are
available. Come visit! Contact 732-828
-1402 to schedule a tour.
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EXCELLENCE GUARANTEED

Are
These
Your
Size?

Auto Care

MIDDLEBUSH

732-873-8900
Restas.com

VOLUNTEER

FIRE DEPT.
21 OLCOTT STREET
FIRE FIGHTERS NEEDED
WE WILL TRAIN!

www.middlebushfire.com

HELP@MIDDLEBUSHFIRE.COM

MIDDLEBUSH VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT

www.middlebushfire.com

Protecting Your
Health and
Sanitation

Complete Kitchen &
Bathroom Remodeling
Porcelain Marble
Granite Countertops
Heated Floors
Backsplashes
Shower Doors

732-514-1500

Serving All of
Central
New Jersey

Lic # 13VH00782600
(Parishioner)

Sewer & Water Lines
Plumbing Inspections
Commercial & Residential
WaterTreatment Systems
www.plumbingdoctornj.com

Diocese of Metuchen
Catholic Cemeteries
and Crematory

800-943-8400

Holy Cross Burial Park
840 Cranbury-South River Rd.
Jamesburg, NJ 08831

In Our 4th Decade of Quality Service

French Drains • Foundation Repair • Mold Remediation
All Work Guaranteed

732-777-7888

www.morganbasementwaterproofing.com
An Assisted Living
and Memory Care
Community in your
neighborhood.

(908) 873-6686

Resurrection Burial Park
Hoes Lane and Park Ave.
Piscataway, NJ 08854

www.diometuchen.org/cemeteries

Trusted For 75 Years

1873 Amwell Road • Somerset

SCHEDULE A
TOUR TODAY!

PROTECTIVE

PAVING

732.873.4800

DRIVEWAYS
PARKING LOTS

473 Demott Lane
Somerset, NJ 08873

FULLY INSURED
FREE ESTIMATES

www.springhills.com

732-828-4177
SOMERSET, NJ

go.rutgers.edu/rudining
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TOWNSHIP
PHARMACY

C & F PAINT & HARDWARE
Benjamin Moore Paints
1075 Easton Ave., Suite 12A
Somerset, NJ 08873
732-764-8908
www.candfpaint.com
Frank Del Tufo - Owner

4 N. 10th Ave.
Highland Park
732-572-0400

712 Hamilton Street, Somerset
SR. DISCOUNT • WE DELIVERY

732-545-8800

www.raspajewelers.com

SOLD
900 Easton Ave. Somerset Village

732-247-0400

$1.50 Off Large 18” Pie

AJS PAINTING

TONY SCHINELLA, PARISHIONER

WEALTH ADVISORS, LLC

John C. Moynihan, CFP®
Certified Financial PlannerTM, practitioner
Somerset, NJ

732.873.0433 • www.wwallc.net
Practical Solutions for Managing Wealth
NJ Plumbing Lic
7617 & 9231

Florist & Event Design • 732-769-6181
901 Joyce Kilmer Ave., North Brunswick
www.RosieRoseFlowers.com

BRIGHT VIEW
POWERWASHING
& PAINTING

Greg Dente, Owner/Operator
Somerset & surrounding areas

Friendly & Reliable Services
Free estimates • Guaranteed work
We keep our promises • No job too small
POWERWASHING
& SMALL PAINTING WORK

NJ Electric Lic 18143
HVAC Lic 3599

908.812.2061

Friendly, Courteous Service
Owner Operated, Free Proposals
Meticulous, Guaranteed Work
Highest Quality, Affordable Price
No Job Too Small • Since 2001

BARROOD
Selling, Buying or Renting
Houses - Call us for help!
700 Easton Ave., Somerset

732-846-1661

Good people, great service, since 1940
Parishioner

732-873-8477

Gleason Funeral Home
At Need Care • Pre-Need • Monuments
Parishioner Owned
William K. Gleason, Mgr., N.J. Lic. No. 4489

1360 Hamilton Street • Somerset, NJ

732-545-0700

www.GleasonFuneralHome.com

Tom’s Auto Repair
Domestic & Foreign

O: 732-846-4675
C: 908-500-8728
TPduﬀy1216@gmail.com
1376 Hamilton St., Somerset, NJ 08873

D’Angiolillo

Chiropractic Center
Find out more about us
and how we can help you!
Visit Our Website @

BRUNSWICK FURNITURE OUTLET, LLC
330 Townsend St., New Brunswick, NJ

Rafael

Se Habla Español

732-354-4420

www.DrJoeD.com

(732) 873-2222
PROFESSIONAL CENTER
AT SOMERSET
11 Clyde Road, Suite 103
Somerset, NJ 08873

Serving Our Community
Since 1985
REMAX FIRST REALY
Luz Mary Molina Realtor Associate

LIC. #18219

Mauricio Molina Realtor Associate 848-391-0790

Luzmarymolina@msn.com
557 Cranbury Rd., Ste. 23, E. Brunswick, NJ
Office: 732-257-3500 Ext. 359
Cell: 732-322-8671

QUALITY
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE

ELECTRIC, PLUMBING
HEATING & COOLING

Serving Central NJ Since 1986
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
SALES/SERVICE
All Major Credit Cards Accepted

d s c a p i n g , L LC
AJSPaversH a r• Stone
• Mulch
Landscaping &

Specialize In Custom Projects
Contact Anthony Schinella, Parishioner
609-751-6514 • www.ajslandscapingpro.com

P. Lic. #12425 • E. Lic. #9526
NJ Reg #13VH02047500 • HVAC Lic. 1510

NOW HIRING QUALIFIED TEAM MEMBERS
1186 LIVINGSTON AVENUE, NORTH BRUNSWICK, NJ

732-247-7390 • www.DaltonElectricCo.com

FIND YOUR NEW BEST FRIEND.
$60 adoption fee | animals are spayed/neutered, micro-chipped & up-to-date on shots

Franklin Township Animal Shelter
475 DeMott Lane, Somerset, NJ 08873
732.873.2500 x6255 | Tue-Fri 12-3 & Sat 12-6

Ad sponsored by
Second Chance For Animals

Robert Fox, Manager
N.J. License No. 4371
188 Easton Avenue
New Brunswick, NJ 08901
732-545-4040
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www.BoylanFH.com
Family owned and operated since 1958

10 Wooding Avenue
Edison, NJ 08817
732-572-0076

John Patrick Publishing Company • (800) 333-3166 • www.jppc.net

