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24, 2022–17th Sunday

in Ordinary Time

St. Matthias Parish Oﬃce:
Effective Jun. 20, 2022 Summer Hours
Open Mon-Thu 8:30-4:00PM; Fri: 8:30-12:30PM
168 JFK Boulevard, Somerset, NJ 08873
732-828-1400, fax: 732-828-0866
www.stmatthias.net

Mass Schedule (in person):
Sat - 5PM, Sun - 8, 10 AM & 12 noon
M/T/W/Th/F at 8:00AM
And also on our YouTube channel
youtube.com/c/StMatthiasSomersetNJ

St. Matthias School (SMS):
170 JFK Blvd., Somerset, NJ 08873
www.stmatthias.info 732-828-1402
School Summer Oﬃce Hours
Mon-Thurs: 9 am– 1 pm; Fri by appointment
For all Parish emails, add @stmatthias.net
Pastor: Rev Abraham Orapankal, abraham
Senior Priest: Msgr. Seamus Brennan, sbrennan
Mary Pat Burke-Grospin, Business Administrator
mpburke-grospin
Deacon Ron Caimi, Senior Deacon
Kelly Counts, Receptionist, kcounts
Deacon Russell Demkovitz, rdemkovitzJuan
Juan Diaz Flores, Custodian
Nathalie Godet, Website Coordinator, ngodet
Leslie Guillen, Bulletin Editor, lguillen
Amy Hanna, Accountant/Databases, ahanna
Ana V Kelly, Pastoral Associate for Marketing &
Development, akelly
Mike Lanyi, Sacristan
Sue Lenczewski, Youth Coordinator, SMYLE
Julio Montero, Maintenance Supervisor
Dolores R. Nann, Pastoral Associate for Faith
Formation, dnann
Vinnie Natale, Bookkeeper, vnatale
Silvia Nizama, Housekeeper
Deacon John Radvanski, deaconjohn
Joan Best Seamon, Pastoral Associate for Music
Ministry jseamon
Sr Marie Therese Sherwood, OSF, Pastoral
Assoc. for Social Concerns, msherwood
Trish Stumper, Par. Support Secretary, tstumper
St. Matthias School (add @stmatthiasnj.org)
Mary Lynch, Principal, mlynch
Joseph Gidaro, Vice Principal, jgidaro

Today has been designated by the Vatican as “World Day for Grandparents and
the Elderly”. This is the second year we
celebrate this special day. A link to the
Pope’s letter is listed on page 7, along
with an excerpt from his letter.

St. Matthias Elementary School
Receives 2022 “Best of Somerset” Award!
Somerset Award Program Honors Achievement , May 5, 2022

St. Matthias Elementary
School has been selected for the 2022 Best of
Somerset Award in the
Elementary School category by the Somerset Award Program.

panies/organizations help make
the Somerset area a great place to
live, work and play.

Various sources of information
were gathered and analyzed to
choose the winners in each
category. The 2022 Somerset Award
The Somerset Award Program is an Program focuses on quality, not
annual awards program honoring
quantity. Winners are determined
the achievements and accomplish- based on the information gathered
ments of local businesses/
both internally by the Somerset
organizations throughout the Som- Award Program and data provided
erset area. These exceptional com- by third parties.

Congratulations to the Administration, Staff, Faculty and
Students at St. Matthias School! We are so proud of you!!!
Last Chance to Tell Us Your Priorities on the Parish Survey!
The deadline to tell us your priorities is next Sunday, July 31. Don’t miss
this opportunity to give us your opinion. Should we: 1) Refurbish the
pews, 2) Install a new floor, 3) Add bathrooms, 4) Create a new, covered, gathering space on the side of the church (Narthex), 5) Clean the
walls, or 6) Replace the church windows with stained glass windows?
Complete the anonymous survey at: www.stmatthias.net/parishsurvey

Please select St. Matthias Church/School as your charity on
Amazon Smile. You only need to do this once. Then always
shop at www.smile.amazon.com, and we will automatically
receive a portion of the purchase total. Thank you!
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This Week @ St. Matthias
Masses are also livestreamed on our YouTube
channel: youtube.com/c/StMatthiasSomersetNJ

From the Pastoral Staﬀ
LORD, TEACH US TO FORGIVE

The Church is open for individual prayer
Mon-Fri: 7:30 am to dusk , Sat: 9 am to 6pm, and
Sun: 7:30 am to 1 pm, unless another service is
taking place.
Sunday Jul 24, 2022
8:00AM Mass
10:00AM Mass
12:00PM Mass

Church
Church
Church

Monday, Jul 25, 2022 St. James, Apostle & Martyr
8:00AM Mass Miraculous Medal Novena Church
Tuesday, Jul 26, 2022 Sts. Joachim & Anne , Parents
of Mary
8:00AM Mass
Church

Today, in Saint Luke’s gospel we read one of the most
well-known readings to Christians around the world: Jesus teaching His
disciples how to pray to the Father. This version of the “Our Father” in
comparison to the one written by Saint Matthew is much shorter and a bit
diﬀerent. The Lord’s Prayer is the prayer of the Church. It relates to us as the
daughters and sons of God created in His image and likeness, and likewise it

Wednesday, Jul 27, 2022 St. Innocent I, Pope
8:00AM Mass
Church
9:30AM Prayer Group 1—Holy Spirit de Porres Rm
Thursday, Jul 28, 2022 St. Alphonsa, Religious, 1st
native woman Saint of India
8:00AM Mass
Church
Friday, Jul 29, 2022 Memorial, Martha, Mary &
Lazarus
8:00AM Mass
Church
Saturday, Jul 30, 2022 St. Peter Chrysologus, Bishop
& Doctor of the church
3:30PM Reconciliation
Church
5:00PM Mass
Church
Sunday Jul 31,2022
8:00AM Mass
9:30AM ServiceWorX
10:00AM Mass
12:00PM Mass

instructs us as to how we are to lead our lives. Jesus taught His disciples by
example, and they knew that Jesus was a very prayerful man, as this was not
the first time they observed Him in prayer. Witnessing Jesus in prayer, His
disciples asked Him to show them how to pray.
As we know, the “Our Father” is more than just a supplication to God. It is a
life lesson, a universal instruction on forgiveness. Once we have sinned,
forgiveness is the remedy that puts us back on the road to God’s grace. Sin is
very hurtful and breaks our relationship with God the Father, the Son and the
Holy Spirit. Forgiveness is always two-fold, and as Christians, in order to be
forgiven, we must forgive others. As Saint John writes (20:23), "If you forgive

Church
Café & Off Site
Church
Church

anyone's sins, their sins are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not
forgiven". The outcome of forgiveness is peace; living a life in harmony with
God, self and others. Forgiveness has a way of changing one’s entire manner
of being. It lifts you up to a true sense of restoration, a renew-ness in God’s

Bulletin Article Requests:
If you would like to send information to be
included in our bulletin, please email it to
bulletin@stmatthias.net by 8 AM,
MONDAY, 6 before the bulletin date (earlier
for holiday weekends). Approved content is
published on a space-available basis.

love. In the end, it puts a smile on your face, knowing that love has
triumphed over vengeance and antipathy.
Consequently, we look to Jesus the Teacher instructing us on the original
meaning of forgiveness when at His crucifixion as He hangs dying on the
cross, He says, “Father, forgive them, they know not what they do” (Lk
23:34). There is no greater example of love for us than this.
Joseph C Gidaro
Vice Principal
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Readings for the Week
Monday: 2 Cor 4:7-15; Ps 126:1bc-2ab, 2cd-3,
4-5, 6; Mt 20:20-28

Mass Intentions for the Week
Saturday, Jul 23
Sunday, Jul 24

Tuesday: Jer 14:17-22; Ps 79:8, 9, 11 and 13;
Mt 13:36-43
Wednesday: Jer 15:10, 16-21; Ps 59:2-3, 4, 1011, 17, 18; Mt 13:44-46
Thursday: Jer 18:1-6; Ps 146:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6ab;
Mt 13:47-53
Friday: Jer 26:1-9; Ps 69:5, 8-10, 14; Jn 11:1927 or Lk 10:38-42

5:00PM Dominic Fama, by Cathy Fama
8:00AM Patrizia Nese, by The Borys Family
10:00AM Grace McLaughlin, by Dee Nann
12:00PM Filomena Giannattasio, by Christina Alfano

Monday, Jul 25
Tuesday, Jul 26
Wednesday, Jul 27

Thursday, Jul 28
Saturday: Jer 26:11-16, 24; Ps 69:15-16, 30-31, Friday, Jul 29
33-34; Mt 14:1-12
Sunday: Ecc 1:2; 2:21-23; Ps 90:3-4, 5-6, 12-13, Saturday, Jul 30
14 and 17; Col 3:1-5, 9-11; Lk 12:13-21
Sunday, Jul 31

(5:30PM) Intention of Parishioners
8:00AM Lou Carcich, by Vinnie
8:00AM Jill Szabo, by The Mazzeo Family
8:00AM Deceased Members of the Sunga & Munar
Families, by Flora Sunga
8:00AM Giuseppina DiMeglio, by Agnes Vergel
8:00AM Health & Blessings for Renee Jolly, by Marie,
Nathalie & Ysa
5:00PM Frank Sciotto, by Lena & grandchildren
8:00AM Rose Trimarchi, by Anthony LaTorre & family
10:00AM Grace McLaughlin, by Mary Pat Burke-Grospin
12:00PM Health & Blessings for Jean Alix Jolly & Troy
Battle, by The Godet Family
(5:30PM) Intention of Parishioners

Pray for those who are sick...
If you or a family member are sick, please call the Parish Office or email Kelly Counts at kcounts@stmatthias.net to add the name to this
list. Names will be listed in the bulletin for 6 weeks. Please let us know if this time period needs to be extended. We want to know how
you are doing and want to offer you the support of our prayers. New people on our prayer list are noted in blue.

Beth & Jay Adams
Erika Adams
Brandon Barbarite
Carolyn Banghart
Gloria Barone-Tuckey
Edith Benko
Anthony Brandi
Barbara Butler
Tara Capatosto
Ellen Catalina
Michael DiMaggio
Mary Dolan
William Dolphin
Vivian Dong
Tom Duﬀy
Josephine Geenty
Claudia Gemgnani
Emma Gergely

Rose Gessner
Mary Gidaro
Sloopy & John Hoﬀman
Baby Isla-Rose Huﬀman
Rose Larangeira
The Litrakis Family
John Litrakis
Kenneth & Kelly Magat
Clarissa & Kevin Magat
Al Maglio
King Manansala
Susan & Tosh Manansala
Beatrice May
Margaret Menendez
Carol Millemann
Sabrina Moloney
Dave Moynihan
Eleanor Nagy

Pray for those who have died…

Janice Navatkowski
Jean Oberlander
Dan O’Brien
Danny Ongchangco
Paul & Doris Paetow
Robert Pellegrino
Jim Pettit
Christina Pietrowiak
Ruth Piscadlo
Gabriel Rivera
Jaxon Rivera
Barbara Ruziska
Maria Schwenzer
Lena Sciotto
Buddy Scott
Sr. Mary Amata Shina, OSF
Sr. Rosaria Shina, OSF
Jeﬀ Sullivan

Jeﬀ Tami
Angie Montalbo Tinio
Jerry Tongson
Jeaninne Tosh
Regina Wellman
Robert Wesner
Mark T. Worthington
And for all who are ill,
homebound, elderly, in nursing
care, or living with chronic
illness, we pray.

—— “His mercy endures forever.” Chronicles

Gabrianna Andrews
Teresa Olkewicz
John Podskoc
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Reflect
Smile with Your Family
”God is not deaf but grandma is:” Two young boys were
spending the night at their rich grandma's house during
Christmas. She was getting them ready for bed, and reminded them to say their prayers. Grandma left the boys
alone and went into the next room before coming back to
tuck them in. The older of the two said his prayers, thanking God and asking Him to bless grandma, his friends and
family. Then, it was his younger brother's turn. He oﬀered
the same prayer as his big brother, but at the end of the
prayer, he shouted in a very loud voice, "And God, please
send me a new scooter and a CD player." His older brother
turned and said, "You don't have to shout. God isn't deaf."
"I know," the younger one replied. "But Grandma is."

behind them. One man says, "Eddie, did you know I've
been taking these new memory pills to help me remember my prayers? They're tremendous." “I would like to improve my memory too," said the other man. "What are
those pills called?" The first man scratches his head, embarrassed because he can't remember the name of the
memory pills. "Wait!" he exclaims. “Let me ask my
wife.” He thinks a moment and then says, “My God! I forgot her name. It's the same name as a flower with red petals, long green stems and thorns.” "The rose?" Eddie
guesses. "Yes, that's her name!" the first man replies.
Smiling brightly, he turns around to ask his wife. "Rose!
What is the name of those memory pills I take?"

Memory pills to remember the prayers. Two elderly men
were walking along the beach and their wives were walking

Marriage Tune-Up
Do you ever bargain with your beloved? "If you
watch the kids, I'll be able to do this repair project." OR "If
only you could give me 5 more minutes, 1 hour, 1 day to finish
this, we could spend some quality time together. It's not bad
to negotiate, but keep your end of the bargain. (Genesis. 18:
20-32)

Parenting Tune-Up
The 4th Sunday in July is Parents Day. Go beyond the "Hallmark Holiday" notion. Perhaps
use it as a time to tell your children what it was like for
you to await their birth. How did you prepare?

God the giving, exhausted “Parent”
“When you pray, say: Father, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come . . .For everyone who asks, receives; and the one who
seeks, finds; and to the one who knocks, the door will be opened.” Luke 11: 1-13

A mom looks back on the joys and challenges of parenthood:
“I remember giving birth as one of the
most empowering and vulnerablemaking experiences of my life . . . [but]
looking back now over my years of parenting, I can see that vulnerability has
been the name of the game all
along. My cocky sense of certainty ended seconds after my daughter was
born. I couldn’t get her to breastfeed. Or sleep through the night. I didn’t know what to do when she cried. As
she got older, she asked questions I
couldn’t answer. She had opinions I
found bewildering. She faced challenges I couldn’t fix. Every moment of pain,
fear, loneliness, or defeat she and her
little brother experienced resounded
inside of me, a deafening gong. To give
Page 4

myself over to mothering was to know
powerlessness like I’d never known it
before. Yes, I had authority and
strength. But my strength never canceled out my vulnerability.
“Is God’s experience similar? I was
taught that God is unchanging, transcendent, all-knowing, all-powerful. But
the truth is, it’s not possible to parent
without experiencing risk, weakness,
pain, and transformation. It is not possible to oﬀer up your own body as
nourishment, or to nudge your frightened child out of the nest, or to carry
your reckless young on your outstretched wings, or to watch your children refuse your protection, or to oﬀer
first-rate hospitality in the full
knowledge that it might be rejected —
and not embrace vulnerability as a way
www.stmatthias.net

of life. If God is indeed our parent, then
God daily puts God’s heart at risk for
the sake of love.”
[Debie Thomas, minister of lifelong formation at St. Mark’s Episcopal Church in
Palo Alto, California, writing in The Christian Century, May 4, 2022.]
A central theme of Jesus’ teaching is
that God our Creator loves us as a father or mother loves their children. As
the moms and dads among us will attest, such love is demanding, complete
— and exhausting. God is our Parent
who knows what it costs to hold and
what it costs to let go, to birth, to
nurse, to love, to guide, to launch us
on our own paths — God’s heart is on
the line until we learn to fly, choose
our course, and make our way
home. ”Our Father in heaven” models
Jul 24, 2022
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Reflect
God the giving, exhausted “Parent” (con’t.)
for us the love of generous and selfless parenthood,
reminding us that we are all mother and father and
sister and brother to one another “on earth as in heaven.”

A Prayer in every Stitch
The soon-to-be grandmother begins
knitting a sweater for her grandchild
coming into the world. In the choice
of yarn and design and color, she
welcomes this special gift of God. In every stitch are all her
prayers for a safe delivery, for the good health of her
daughter, for a life of joy and a future of meaning and fulfillment for the newest member of her family, for the
grace and wisdom to be a good grandmother to this
child. The sweater itself becomes her prayer for the safety
and well-being of mother and child, an oﬀering of love, a
ritual welcoming this new life into her family. [Adapted
from The Knitting Sutra: Craft as a Spiritual Practice by Susan Gordon Lydon.]

The next year he had a nervous breakdown . Relying on the
power of prayer, he ran for the post of Speaker (at 29), of
Elector (at 31) and for a seat in Congress (at 34). He was defeated each time. He then tried to obtain an appointment to
the U.S. Land Oﬃce as commissioner, but didn’t succeed. He
became a candidate for the Vice-Presidency and lost. Two
years later he was defeated in an election to the Senate (at
46). He ran for oﬃce once more and was elected the sixteenth President of the United States in 1860 when he was 51.
That man was Abraham Lincoln who put his trust in the power of persistent prayer coupled with never-fading Faith in
God’s goodness. It took Winston Churchill three years to get
through the eighth grade, because he couldn’t pass English! Ironically, he was asked many years later to give the
commencement address at Oxford University. His famous
speech consisted of only three words: “Never give up!"
In today’s Gospel, after teaching the Lord’s Prayer, Jesus instructs us that we should never give up in our prayer life.

Are these my Excuses for not Praying?

Modern Christians give four lame excuses for not praying.
a) The first excuse: We are too busy. The richer a culture is,
the less time it has for prayer, because money and wealth
Prayer, Jesus teaches, is not something that moves us
provide distractions. Researchers say that the average
from outside of our lives but should come from within
our lives. Prayer is to realize God’s presence in the joys
Christian living in a wealthy country prays four minutes a
day. Often the first thing given up by a busy Christian is
and discoveries, the messiness and frustrations of our
his prayer life.
lives as parents, children, professionals, workers, citizens,
b) A second excuse: We don’t believe prayer does that
students and teammates. To truly understand the words
of Jesus’ prayer in today’s Gospel is to approach prayer as
much good, other than giving us psychological motivaa connection between the compassion of God and the
tion to be better persons. Besides psychological motivation, prayer establishes and augments our relationship
love we experience in our lives, between God’s forwith God, the source of our power.
giveness and the forgiveness we extend, between the
c) A third excuse: A loving God should provide for us and
holy creativity of God and the work we do for our daily
bread. Prayer is to be conscious of God’s grace in every
protect us from the disasters of life, such as disease or
accidents, without our asking Him. Prayer expresses our
moment of our lives, an awareness of God’s love in our
awareness of our need for God and our dependence on
midst in both the bread of the Eucharist and the lunch we
Him.
make for our families, in the waters of baptism and the
laundry, in the precious moments for quiet reflection and d) A fourth excuse: Prayer is boring. People who use this
the rambunctious joy of playing with our kids.
excuse forget the fact that prayer is a conversation with
God: listening to God speaking to us through the Bible
and talking to God. You can’t have a close relationship
with anyone, including God, without persistent and intimate conversation. Four minutes a day is not much inti“Never give up!"
mate conversation. Since our society concludes that prayYears ago in Illinois, a young man with six months schooler doesn’t work, it turns to sex, violence and unhealthy
ing and self- education competed in the state and national
addictions resulting in broken marriages, broken families,
elections nine times and got defeated six times. First he
psychological problems, moral decadence, spiritual povran for an oﬃce in the legislature when he was 23 and was
erty, law-and-order problems, and prison populations.
beaten. Next he entered business with a partner but failed
in that too, and spent the next seventeen years paying the
debts of his worthless partner. He fell in love with a charming lady and they became engaged, but she died.
Page 5
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Reflect
"Prayer doesn't change God; it changes me."

"Why don't you just try putting on the
emergency brake?"
Father Barry Foster, a priest in Dublin, Ireland, parked his
car on a rather steep slope close to his church. His little
dog was lying on the rear seat and could not be seen by
anyone outside the vehicle. Father Foster got out of the
car and turned to lock the door with his usual parting
command to the dog. "Stay!" he ordered loudly, to an
apparently empty car. "Stay!" An elderly man was watching the performance with amused interest. Grinning, he
suggested, "Why don't you just try putting on the emergency brake?" (Colin Jeﬀery, Catholic Digest, May 1992, p.
72).
The theme of today’s Gospel is prayer and model prayer.
To the unbeliever, prayer is an exercise in futility like ordering "Stay," to an automobile fully expecting it to
obey. But to the believer, prayer is the most powerful
and the most reliable force in the world today by which
we communicate with God.

A colleague asked C.S. Lewis if he really thought he could
change God with his prayer for the cure of his wife’s cancer.
Lewis replied: "Prayer doesn't change God; it changes me."
William McGill summed it up this way. "The value of persistent prayer is not that God will hear us but that we will finally hear God." Keep in mind that Jesus has taught us to address God as Father. A loving Father listens to his child, but
does not blindly endorse every request. Instead, the loving
Father provides what is needed, including discipline. Bishop
Sheen has this comment on prayer: "The man who thinks
only of himself says prayers of petition. He who thinks of his
neighbor says prayers of intercession. He who thinks only of
loving and serving God says prayers of abandonment to
God's will, and that is the prayer of the saints." To pray is not
to impose our will on God but to ask God to make us open to
his will; in other words, we pray not to change God's mind
but for God to change ours.

The Our Father is the "summary of the whole Gospel"
(Tertullian) and it is the “perfect prayer” (St. Thomas Aquinas). “The Lord's Prayer is the most perfect of prayers... In it
Prayer: Persistent and Persevering
we ask, not only for all the things we can rightly desire, but
In the second part of today’s Gospel, by also in the sequence that they should be desired. This prayer
not only teaches us to ask for things, but also in what order
presenting the parable of a friend in
we should desire them.” (St. Thomas Aquinas, as quoted in
need, Jesus emphasizes our need for
Catechism of the Catholic Church, 2763)
persistent and persevering prayer, acknowledging our total dependence on
“Forgive us our trespasses…”
God. In the ancient Hebrew world, hospitality was the essence of one's goodness. To welcome a
Edith Bunker, on the television show All in the Family, devisitor without food and drink was unthinkable. A traveler
scribed the confessional boxes in the Catholic Church as
who was traveling in the evening to avoid the heat of the
"telephone booths to God." Well, they are not quite that.
afternoon, might well arrive late at night. But the villagers
But every prayer must contain an element of confession.
used to go to bed early, as they had no electricity. So in this We are not all God means for us to be. We are finite creaparable, when a man received unexpected guests late at
tures in every respect. We need His mercy, His compassion,
night and found his cupboard bare, he went to his neighbor His amazing grace. So we pray for forgiveness and someand woke him in order to borrow a loaf of bread. In those
times we pray for the ability to forgive.
days, people generally slept in one room, the children bedded down with the adults. Rising to answer the door would
disrupt the whole family and hence the neighbor was reluctant to get up. Finally, however, because of the persistence
of his guest, he got up and gave bread to his neighbor.
This parable does not mean that God is a reluctant giver. Rather it stresses the necessity of our persisting in prayer as the
expression of our total dependence on God. Persevering in
prayer helps us to purify our prayer, to make clear to ourselves our values and hopes, and to lead us to ask for what is
really in our very best interests. St. Paul tells us to “pray without ceasing” (Romans), “pray at all times” (Ephesians), “be
steadfast in prayer” (Colossians), and “pray constantly” (Thessalonians). Jesus assures us, "Knock and the door
shall be opened."
Page 6
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Pray

Today we celebrate the 2nd World Day for Grandparents
and the Elderly. Below is an excerpt from Pope Francis’
Message. The complete message is available at: https://
www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/nonni/
documents/20220503-messaggio-nonni-anziani.html
Dear Friends,
"In old age they will still bear fruit" (Ps 92:15). These words
of the Psalmist are glad tidings, a true “gospel” that we can
proclaim to all on this second World Day for Grandparents
and the Elderly. They run counter to what the world thinks
about this stage of life, but also to the attitude of grim resignation shown by some of us elderly people, who harbour
few expectations for the future.
Many people are afraid of old age. They consider it a sort of
disease with which any contact is best avoided. The elderly,
they think, are none of their concern and should be set
apart, perhaps in homes or places where they can be cared

for, lest we have to deal with their problems. This is the
mindset of the “throw-away culture”, which leads us to
think that we are somehow diﬀerent from the poor and vulnerable in our midst, untouched by their frailties and separated from “them” and their troubles. The Scriptures see
things diﬀerently. A long life – so the Bible teaches – is a
blessing, and the elderly are not outcasts to be shunned but
living signs of the goodness of God who bestows life in
abundance. Blessed is the house where an older person
lives! Blessed is the family that honors the elderly!
Old age is not a time of life easily understood even by those
of us who are already experiencing it. Even though it eventually comes with the passage of time, no one prepares us for
old age, and at times it seems to take us by surprise…
Old age is no time to give up and lower the sails, but a season of enduring fruitfulness: a new mission awaits us and
bids us look to the future…
Many of us have come to a sage and humble realization of
what our world very much needs: the recognition that we
are not saved alone, and that happiness is a bread we break
together. Let us bear witness to this before those who
wrongly think that they can find personal fulfillment and
success in conflict…”

Learn
St. Martin de Porres Society Racial Justice Initiative Update — July 2022
In 2018, the USCCB published a pastoral
letter "Open Wide Our Hearts" calling
Catholics to take up the work of racial
justice. The bishops identified racism, and
the systems and structures that enable
racism to persist in our culture, as "social sin". Perhaps you
will recall this extraordinary pastoral letter, which included
these words:
“We instruct our priests, deacons, religious brothers
and sisters, lay leaders, our parish staﬀs, and all the
faithful to endeavor to be missionary disciples
carrying forth the message of fraternal charity and
human dignity.

and to the needs of our parish community. Last month, a
small group of St Matthias parishioners completed a program in Faith and Racial Equity. The program began with a
retreat in February, followed by 9 meetings spread over 16
weeks. The program addresses economic systems, public
policies, cultural norms, and hidden biases that empower
some and oppress others. The first half of the program lays
the groundwork for understanding and identifying racial
privilege. Later sessions take a deeper dive into specific issues related to power and privilege, including aﬃrmative
action, the school-to-prison pipeline, disparities within the
criminal justice system, and biases in media representation.

Together, we explored how our Catholic faith should inform
our response and help us discern action steps for working
We ask them to fight the evil of racism by educating toward racial equity in our own community. Each session of
the program started and ended in prayer and involved disthemselves, reflecting on their personal thoughts and
cussion of the assigned readings for that session. The sesactions, listening to the experience of those who
sions were facilitated by St Matthias parishioners, whose
have been aﬀected by racism, and by developing and
role in the sessions was to keep us on time and to encoursupporting programs that help repair the damages
age participation in "holy conversation".
caused by racial discrimination.”
The program was well-received by all the participants, enAt St Matthias, the St Martin de Porres Society launched the
couraging us to run the program again in the fall. As we get
Racial Justice Initiative, responding to the pastoral letter,
(Cont’d on next page)
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Learn
St. Martin de Porres Society Racial Justice Initiative Update (con’t.)
closer to the date, we will provide sign-up information. In the meantime, if you would like to join the Racial Justice Initiative, or have questions, please email us at matthiasracialjustice@gmail.com.

How Does/Should the Church Make Decisions?
It’s not too late to sign up for the Vatican Synod video classes addressing how the church can make future decisions
through the process of communal discernment. The videos examine what discernment is and how to use it, especially
when there are conflicting views. The videos also reflect on current leadership and governance within the church and
discuss how to retrieve the early church’s Tradition of listening to the Holy Spirit’s guidance through communal discernment – a process critically needed for future leadership and governance in our Church. Some of the videos also oﬀer
handouts if you prefer to read rather than watch videos. Don’t miss this opportunity!
The videos were released on July 4 and you can watch them whenever they fit your schedule. Register (for free)
at: https://formaciononline.bc.edu/en/home

2022-2023 GIFT for K-8 Religious Formation
We are happy to invite all parents/families with children in K-8, who are not attending a Catholic school, to
register their children for our wonderful religious education/formation program for 2022-2023.
The 2022-2023registration form for our K-8 family-based parish program of religious formation, G.I.F.T.
[Growing In Faith Together], is currently available to complete online at 2022-2023GIFT for K-8 Religious Ed
https://www.stmatthias.net/faith-formation/
Please register your family/children in grades K-8. This year we are planning to oﬀer 3 sessions each month: on Tuesday
and Wednesday evenings at 6:30PM without a meal because of the COVID-19 precautions; and on Sunday afternoons at
2PM, again without a meal. You choose which one of the three sessions to attend.
The fees for the program are noted on parish website page. Please register online; the fee can also be paid online. Please
note: GIFT is required for all children in grades 1-8 who are not attending a Catholic school; it is optional for kindergarten
students. It is required for non-Catholic school children also during the sacramental prep years.

Attention 2nd Graders: First Eucharist Preparation 6466-2023
For all families in GIFT and for those who are students at St. Matthias School who have (baptized) children who are in 2nd
grade [fall 2022] or older who desire to receive the Sacraments of First Reconciliation/First Eucharist in 2023, sacramental
preparation is required through the parish-you must register online. Typically, classes are held for all children and at least
one parent on certain Sunday mornings in the cafeteria or the St. John XXIII room [school building] and certain classrooms
from 10:30AM -11:30AM. We are planning in person sessions for 2022-2023. Be sure to register early.
The sacramental preparation fee for this program is $80. The 2022-2023Registration for First Eucharist/First Reconciliation
are available online at https://www.stmatthias.net/first-eucharist-first-reconciliation/
Questions? Please email Dee Nann at dnann@stmatthias.net or call the Parish Oﬃce, 732-828-1400.

Attention 7th & 8th Graders: Confirmation Preparation 2022-2023
Register for Confirmation Preparation as soon as possible!
Families who have a 7th or 8th grader in either St. Matthias School or the GIFT program and desire to have their child prepare for the sacrament of Confirmation need to complete the 2022-2023 Confirmation registration form online, available
at https://www.stmatthias.net/confirmation/
A parent meeting for 7th grade parents will be held in November for all registered 7th graders-or those in Year 1 of Confirmation Preparation who may be a bit older. Questions? Please email Dee Nann at dnann@stmatthias.net
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Learn
HELP SPREAD THE WORD!
Saint Matthias
School registration is open. We
are enrolling
students in PreK
3, PreK 4, Kindergarten and grades
1-8.
Please help us spread the word about our school filled with
faith, caring, and excellence to your relatives, friends, and
neighbors. ALL are welcome! Thank you!
Explore our website, www.stmatthias.info, and contact
Maria Kosty at mkosty@stmatthiasnj.org to schedule an
appointment. We look forward to welcoming your child!

Give (and Receive!)
Stewardship Totals for Fiscal Year July 1, 2022 - June 30, 2023
Current Month

In-Pew/Mail

Parish Giving*

Last Year's Total

Weekly Total

Weekly Total

Week 1 - July 3, 2022

$10,494.53

$14,756.25

$25,250.78

$22,576.25

Week 2 - July 10, 2022

$13,907.27

$24,267.75

$38,175.02

$33,857.28

Week 3 - July 17, 2022

$7,348.00

$12,160.25

$19,508.25

$22,864.25

Week 4 - July 24, 2022

$0.00

$0.00

$0.00

$21,278.66

Week 5 - July 31, 2022

$0.00

$0.00

$0.00

$21,517.25
July Total Last Yr

$82,934.05

$122,093.69

Current Year-to-date Total

Year-to-date as of

$82,934.05

$122,093.69

Reflexiónes — 24 de julio 2022 17o Domingo del Tiempo Ordinario

Stewardship Reflection Jul 24, 2022
17th Sunday in Ordinary Time
“Ask and you will receive; seek and you will find; knock and
the door will be opened to you.” Luke 11:9
Jesus assures us that if we ask, God will take care of what
we need. The problem is that our culture often confuses
what we really need with what we simply want. The truth is
that many of us need very little. However, we usually want so much more! Stewardship is simply being grateful
for all that we are and all that we have been given, and generously sharing all of our God-given gifts with others. Generosity is a gift that opens doors to new relationships with
others and with God.
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Month-to-date Total

“Pidan, y se les dará; busquen, y encontrarán; llamen, y se les
abrirá la puerta” Lucas 11: 9
Jesús nos asegura que, si le pedimos, Dios se ocupará de nuestras necesidades. El problema es que nuestra cultura a menudo confunde lo que realmente necesitamos y lo que simplemente queremos. La verdad es que muchos de nosotros necesitamos muy poco. Sin embargo, ¡usualmente queremos mucho más! Corresponsabilidad es simplemente estar agradecido
por todo lo que somos y por todo lo que se nos ha dado, y
compartir generosamente con los demás todos los dones que
Dios nos ha otorgado. La generosidad es un don que abre
puertas a nuevas relaciones con los demás y con Dios.

www.stmatthias.net
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SAINT MATTHIAS SCHOOL POSITIONS AVAILABLE 2022-2023 SCHOOL YEAR
1. AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAM ASSISTANTS needed. The program begins at 2:30 and ends at 6:00. Compensation is
hourly. Working options include 1, 2 or 3 days per week.
Some duties include homework help, indoor and outdoor
games, playtime, overall monitoring of children in grades Pre
-K 3 to 8.
2. SUBSTITUTES needed to teach Pre-Kindergarten 3 to
grade 8. Candidates must have a minimum of 60 college
credits and be available Monday thru Friday.
3. FOOD SERVICE WORKER needed to join our cafeteria
staﬀ in September. This is a part-time position. We are looking for candidates that are friendly; able to establish and
maintain eﬀective working relationships with coworkers,
students and staﬀ; and able to work as a team in a fast
paced environment. No experience necessary.
Duties and Responsibilities

Primary responsibilities include providing assistance to the
school lunch program by preparing and serving food to
school students and staﬀ.
In addition, your duties include restocking and maintaining
supplies for the kitchen and cafeteria, as well as maintaining
and cleaning the kitchen, equipment, and washing dishes.
You are required to stand and be able to lift up to 35
pounds.
Prior to employment, all candidates for all positions will be:
*Fingerprinted
*Subject to a background check
*Complete the “Protecting God’s Children” Program
*Be in compliance of the school’s vaccination requirement
If interested, please contact Joe Gidaro,
jgidaro@stmatthiasnj.org OR
Mary Lynch, mlynch@stmatthiasnj.org

St. Matthias School Summer Oﬃce Hours

St. Matthias Parish Oﬃce Summer Hours

Eﬀective June 20, 2022
Monday through Thursday: 9:00 AM – 1:00 PM
Friday: Closed or by appointment. 732-828-1402

Eﬀective June 20, 2022
Monday-Thursday 8:30AM—4:00PM
Friday—8:30AM-12:30PM

Connecting with our Local Community
St. Mary's Byzantine Catholic Church Tricky Tray Auction, Oct. 7, 2022
St. Mary Byzantine Catholic Church, 1900 Brooks Boulevard, Hillsborough will present a TRICKY TRAY
AUCTION on FRIDAY, OCTOBER 7, 2022. Gift certificates and many prizes including flat screen TV, computer,
Kindle, appliances, theme baskets, designer purses, and 50/50 will be available.
Doors open at 5:00 PM. Auction begins at 7:00 PM. Tickets are $20 which includes one sheet of tickets, door prize ticket,
delicious desserts, coﬀee, tea and a goodie bag. Tickets can be purchased by contacting the rectory at 908 725 0615 or
Marge at 908 722 5894. Must be 18 to attend. Ticket limit 250. Contact: https://stmaryhillsboroughnj.org

Parish Leadership
Parish Pastoral Council:

Co-Secretaries:
Frank Rees
Marilyn Wegg

Co-Chairs:
Rose Peng, rosepeng
@optonline.net
Stephan Busono
John Taylor, jptaylor1068 Anne Marie Francis
@yahoo.com
Bill Isele
Maria Tapia-Burch

Ana Kelly, Ex-Oﬃcio
Fr. Abraham, Ex-Oﬃcio
Trustees:
Isaac Peng
Marge Richards

Parish Finance Council:
Kester Hector, Chair
FinanceCouncil
@stmatthias.net
Barry Dusault
Gwen Orlowski
Audrey Francis

Joe Porter
Joan Pritchard
Mary Pat Burke-Grospin,
Ex-Oﬃcio
Fr. Abraham, Ex-Oﬃcio

About St. Matthias (please contact the staﬀ members on the cover for up-to-date information)
Parish Registration — Welcome to
St. Matthias! Please register on our
website. www.stmatthias.net/join-us,
or visit the Parish Oﬃce.

Baptism — Baptismal Preparation

Sessions are held four times a year for
registered parishioners. Please
contact the parish oﬃce before the
Marriage — Registered parishioners baby is born. The sacrament of
should contact the parish oﬃce a year Baptism is celebrated on the second
and fourth Sunday of each month,
before the desired wedding date.
except during Lent.
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Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
(RCIA) - If you are interested in
becoming a Catholic or completing
the Sacraments of Initiation-Baptism/Confirmation/Eucharist, please
call the Parish Oﬃce.

www.stmatthias.net

St. Matthias School is a
PreK3 through 8th grade
school rooted in faith,
inspired by love, and dedicated to
academic excellence. Before and
After School Care Programs are
available. Come visit! Contact 732-828
-1402 to schedule a tour.
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EXCELLENCE GUARANTEED

Are
These
Your
Size?

Auto Care

MIDDLEBUSH

732-873-8900
Restas.com

VOLUNTEER

FIRE DEPT.
21 OLCOTT STREET
FIRE FIGHTERS NEEDED
WE WILL TRAIN!

www.middlebushfire.com

HELP@MIDDLEBUSHFIRE.COM

MIDDLEBUSH VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT

www.middlebushfire.com

Protecting Your
Health and
Sanitation

Complete Kitchen &
Bathroom Remodeling
Porcelain Marble
Granite Countertops
Heated Floors
Backsplashes
Shower Doors

732-514-1500

Serving All of
Central
New Jersey

Lic # 13VH00782600
(Parishioner)

Sewer & Water Lines
Plumbing Inspections
Commercial & Residential
WaterTreatment Systems
www.plumbingdoctornj.com

Diocese of Metuchen
Catholic Cemeteries
and Crematory

800-943-8400

Holy Cross Burial Park
840 Cranbury-South River Rd.
Jamesburg, NJ 08831

In Our 4th Decade of Quality Service

French Drains • Foundation Repair • Mold Remediation
All Work Guaranteed

732-777-7888

www.morganbasementwaterproofing.com
An Assisted Living
and Memory Care
Community in your
neighborhood.

(908) 873-6686

Resurrection Burial Park
Hoes Lane and Park Ave.
Piscataway, NJ 08854

www.diometuchen.org/cemeteries

Trusted For 75 Years

1873 Amwell Road • Somerset

SCHEDULE A
TOUR TODAY!

PROTECTIVE

PAVING

732.873.4800

DRIVEWAYS
PARKING LOTS

473 Demott Lane
Somerset, NJ 08873

FULLY INSURED
FREE ESTIMATES

www.springhills.com

732-828-4177
SOMERSET, NJ

go.rutgers.edu/rudining
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TOWNSHIP
PHARMACY

C & F PAINT & HARDWARE
Benjamin Moore Paints
1075 Easton Ave., Suite 12A
Somerset, NJ 08873
732-764-8908
www.candfpaint.com
Frank Del Tufo - Owner

4 N. 10th Ave.
Highland Park
732-572-0400

712 Hamilton Street, Somerset
SR. DISCOUNT • WE DELIVERY

732-545-8800

www.raspajewelers.com

SOLD
900 Easton Ave. Somerset Village

732-247-0400

$1.50 Off Large 18” Pie

AJS PAINTING

TONY SCHINELLA, PARISHIONER

WEALTH ADVISORS, LLC

John C. Moynihan, CFP®
Certified Financial PlannerTM, practitioner
Somerset, NJ

732.873.0433 • www.wwallc.net
Practical Solutions for Managing Wealth
NJ Plumbing Lic
7617 & 9231

Florist & Event Design • 732-769-6181
901 Joyce Kilmer Ave., North Brunswick
www.RosieRoseFlowers.com

BRIGHT VIEW
POWERWASHING
& PAINTING

Greg Dente, Owner/Operator
Somerset & surrounding areas

Friendly & Reliable Services
Free estimates • Guaranteed work
We keep our promises • No job too small
POWERWASHING
& SMALL PAINTING WORK

NJ Electric Lic 18143
HVAC Lic 3599

908.812.2061

Friendly, Courteous Service
Owner Operated, Free Proposals
Meticulous, Guaranteed Work
Highest Quality, Affordable Price
No Job Too Small • Since 2001

BARROOD
Selling, Buying or Renting
Houses - Call us for help!
700 Easton Ave., Somerset

732-846-1661

Good people, great service, since 1940
Parishioner

732-873-8477

Gleason Funeral Home
At Need Care • Pre-Need • Monuments
Parishioner Owned
William K. Gleason, Mgr., N.J. Lic. No. 4489

1360 Hamilton Street • Somerset, NJ

732-545-0700

www.GleasonFuneralHome.com

Tom’s Auto Repair
Domestic & Foreign

O: 732-846-4675
C: 908-500-8728
TPduﬀy1216@gmail.com
1376 Hamilton St., Somerset, NJ 08873

D’Angiolillo

Chiropractic Center
Find out more about us
and how we can help you!
Visit Our Website @

BRUNSWICK FURNITURE OUTLET, LLC
330 Townsend St., New Brunswick, NJ

Rafael

Se Habla Español

732-354-4420

www.DrJoeD.com

(732) 873-2222
PROFESSIONAL CENTER
AT SOMERSET
11 Clyde Road, Suite 103
Somerset, NJ 08873

Serving Our Community
Since 1985
REMAX FIRST REALY
Luz Mary Molina Realtor Associate

LIC. #18219

Mauricio Molina Realtor Associate 848-391-0790

Luzmarymolina@msn.com
557 Cranbury Rd., Ste. 23, E. Brunswick, NJ
Office: 732-257-3500 Ext. 359
Cell: 732-322-8671

QUALITY
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE

ELECTRIC, PLUMBING
HEATING & COOLING

Serving Central NJ Since 1986
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
SALES/SERVICE
All Major Credit Cards Accepted

d s c a p i n g , L LC
AJSPaversH a r• Stone
• Mulch
Landscaping &

Specialize In Custom Projects
Contact Anthony Schinella, Parishioner
609-751-6514 • www.ajslandscapingpro.com

P. Lic. #12425 • E. Lic. #9526
NJ Reg #13VH02047500 • HVAC Lic. 1510

NOW HIRING QUALIFIED TEAM MEMBERS
1186 LIVINGSTON AVENUE, NORTH BRUNSWICK, NJ

732-247-7390 • www.DaltonElectricCo.com

FIND YOUR NEW BEST FRIEND.
$60 adoption fee | animals are spayed/neutered, micro-chipped & up-to-date on shots

Franklin Township Animal Shelter
475 DeMott Lane, Somerset, NJ 08873
732.873.2500 x6255 | Tue-Fri 12-3 & Sat 12-6

Ad sponsored by
Second Chance For Animals

Robert Fox, Manager
N.J. License No. 4371
188 Easton Avenue
New Brunswick, NJ 08901
732-545-4040
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www.BoylanFH.com
Family owned and operated since 1958

10 Wooding Avenue
Edison, NJ 08817
732-572-0076

John Patrick Publishing Company • (800) 333-3166 • www.jppc.net

