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Please select St. Matthias Church/School as your charity on 
Amazon Smile. You only need to do this once. Then always 
shop at www.smile.amazon.com, and we will automatically 

receive a portion of the purchase total. Thank you!

    Mission Appeal Collection TODAY
Welcome Fr. Pauly Thekkan

This weekend, July 16/17, we will 
have the Mission Appeal 
Collection.  We welcome Fr. Pauly 
Thekkan, CMI,  to all Masses.  The 
collection will be for the Carmelite 
Missions.  Please be generous as 
you are able.

To learn more about the 
missionary work of the Carmelites 
of Mary Immaculate (CMI), please 

visit: http://www.cmiusa.org/about/

Very Short Parish Survey — Tell Us YOUR Priorities!

The Parish Pastoral & Finance Councils, and other pa-
rishioners have suggested that we use this year of the 
60th Anniversary of our parish to do some renovation 
of our church that is long overdue. Many ideas are sug-
gested. But the Councils felt since we cannot hope for 
all the suggested projects to be implemented immedi-

ately without enough funds, we should ask the whole parish for your 
input to see what you think should be the priorities. Please complete a 
short and easy survey at:  www.stmatthias.net/parishsurvey  It takes 
only 1 minute to complete it!  The DEADLINE is JULY 31.

The answers to the survey are completely anonymous. None of your per-
sonal information is collected.

The suggested needs/projects are: refurbishing the pews, new floors 
throughout the Church, adding bathrooms, narthex (creating a new, 
covered outdoor gathering area), deep cleaning and brightening the 
walls, replacing windows with stain glass windows. 

Note that the Narthex option would provide an extended, covered gath-
ering space outside of the church, on the side of the building closest to 
the school, including the front and back side doors of the church.  It 
could be used for various functions such as receptions, coffee, ministry 
sign-up tables, school parent get-togethers or other gatherings after 
Mass.

See page 8 for photos of each option, and then tell us your priorities by 
July 31.  Please participate; your voice matters!



 This Week @ St. Matthias  From the Pastor’s Desk  
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Masses are also livestreamed on our YouTube 
channel: youtube.com/c/StMatthiasSomersetNJ 
 

The Church is open for individual prayer  
 Mon-Fri: 7:30 am to dusk , Sat: 9 am to 6pm, and   
   Sun: 7:30 am to 1 pm, unless another service is  
   taking place. 

 
 

Sunday Jul 17,  2022   
Mission Appeal Collection  

 8:00AM    Mass                                                        Church                                                    
10:00AM   Mass                                                        Church             
 12:00PM   Mass                                                        Church                                        
                   
Monday, Jul 18, 2022   St. Frederick of Utrecht, 
                                    Bishop & Martyr 
 8:00AM   Mass Miraculous Medal Novena     Church 
10:00AM   Homebound Mailing              de Porres Rm
                                      
Tuesday, Jul 19, 2022 Sts. Justa & Rufina        Martyrs 
8:00AM   Mass                                                           Church 
 
 Wednesday, Jul 20, 2022  St. Apollinaris,      Martyr 
 8:00AM   Mass                                                        Church 
 9:30AM  Prayer Group 1—Holy Spirit  de Porres Rm                                                                     
                                                 
Thursday, Jul 21, 2022  St. Laurence of Brindisi,  
                                                                    Priest & Doctor 
 8:00AM   Mass                                                         Church                                            
                   

Friday, Jul 22, 2022  Feast– St. Mary Magdalene, 
                                    Apostle of the Apostles 
8:00AM   Mass                                                          Church  
                                           
Saturday, Jul 23, 2022 St. Bridget of Sweden,  
                            Religious & Founder 
3:30PM    Reconciliation                                         Church                              
5:00PM   Mass                                                           Church    
 
Sunday Jul 24,  2022   
  8:00AM    Mass                                                       Church                                                    
10:00AM   Mass                                                        Church             
 12:00PM   Mass                                                        Church                                        
                   

                     Bulletin Article Requests: 
If you would like to send information to be  
included in our bulletin, please email it to  
bulletin@stmatthias.net by 8 AM,  
MONDAY, 6 before the bulletin date (earlier 
for holiday weekends).  Approved content is 
published on a space-available basis. 

Dear  Friends, 
 

An unknown writer has said: “Summer is when Hair gets lighter. 
Skin gets darker. Water gets warmer. Drinks get colder. Music 
gets louder. Nights get longer. Life gets better.” Is your summer 
any or all of these and more? No matter what the answer, 
summer is a time of relaxation to be refreshed and rejuvenated 
in mind, body and spirit. If human nature is a yardstick, I think, many people 
will focus on the body; less will focus on the mind; and even less will focus on 
the spirit. The real challenge is to have a balance in all three areas of our life. 
 

Last weekend I had a weekend getaway for officiating a destination wedding 
in the Dominican Republic. This coming weekend, God willing, I will be in 
Kerala, India, with my mother and family. As you know, I could not go home 
for my father’s funeral nor for his first death anniversary. So, this is a bit 
overwhelming emotionally while the joy of seeing my mother and the rest of 
my siblings and the extended family is something I am looking forward to. I 
am happy that Msgr. Seamus Brennan will be in charge of the parish in my 
absence and am truly grateful to him for all his services and ministry to us all.  
 

During my last weekend trip, I was able to read two short but excellent books 
as well as plan for the bulletin materials for the coming few Sundays. The first 
was an Apostolic Letter that Pope Francis published a few weeks ago “On 
the Liturgical Formation of the People of God.” In this Letter, the Pope said 
he wanted “to invite the whole Church to rediscover, to safeguard, and to live 
the truth and power of the Christian celebration. … I want the beauty of the 
Christian celebration and its necessary consequences for the life of the Church 
not to be spoiled by a superficial and foreshortened understanding of its value 
or, worse yet, by its being exploited in service of some ideological vision, no 
matter what the hue. …. Let us abandon our polemics to listen together to 
what the Spirit is saying to the Church. Let us safeguard our communion. Let us 
continue to be astonished at the beauty of the Liturgy.” 
 

The Pope asked a question a couple of times in this document: “how can we 
grow in our capacity to live in full the liturgical action? How do we continue to 
let ourselves be amazed at what happens in the celebration under our very 
eyes?” To me, these are very serious words that should make us rethink the 
impact our liturgical celebration can have for us, and in a special way, for our 
young people. This is a matter that we all are concerned about: how do we 
make sure that our younger generation will joyfully receive and proudly 
practice our faith? We need to continue to have more discussions on this 
with all segments of our parish community. 
 

The second is “Holy Moments” - Matthew Kelly’s latest book. He looks at the 
human question, ‘Why do you crave more?’ And his answer is: ‘Because God 
made you for more.’ The author inspires us to make a difference in our life 
and in the life of those around us. I started reading this simple book at the 
airport and completed it in the flight. More about it later.  
 

Have a good and relaxing summer. Be enriched in mind, body and soul! 
 

Your brother in Christ, 
 

Fr. Abraham Orapankal 
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 Monday: Mi 6:1-4, 6-8; Ps 50:5-6, 8-9, 16bc-
17, 21 and 23; Mt 12:38-42 
 

Tuesday: Mi 7:14-15, 18-20; Ps 85:2-4, 5-6, 7-
8; Mt 12:46-50 
 

Wednesday: Jer 1:1, 4-10; Ps 71:1-2, 3-4a, 5-
6ab, 15 and 17; Mt 13:1-9 
 

Thursday: Jer 2:1-3, 7-8, 12-13; Ps 36:6-7ab, 8
-9, 10-11; Mt 13:10-17 
 

Friday: Sgs 3:1-4b or 2 Cor 5:14-17; Ps 63:2, 3-
4, 5-6, 8-9; Jn 20:1-2, 11-18 
 

Saturday: Jer 7:1-11; Ps 84:3, 4, 5-6a and 8a, 
11; Mt 13:24-30 
 

Sunday: Gn 18:20-32; Ps 138:1-2, 2-3, 6-7, 7-8; 
Col 2:12-14; Lk 11:1-13 
 

Readings for the Week  

Pray for those who are sick...  
If you or a family member are sick, please call the Parish Office or email Kelly Counts at kcounts@stmatthias.net to add the name to this 
list.  Names will be listed in the bulletin for 6 weeks.  Please let us know if this time period needs to be extended.  We want to know how 
you are doing and want to offer you the support of our prayers.  New people on our prayer list are noted in blue. 

Pray for those who have died…                          —— “His mercy endures forever.”  Chronicles  

 

Beth & Jay Adams 
Erika Adams 
Brandon Barbarite 
Carolyn Banghart 
Gloria Barone-Tuckey 
Edith Benko 
Anthony Brandi 
Barbara Butler 
Tara Capatosto 
Ellen  Catalina 
Michael DiMaggio 
Mary Dolan 
William Dolphin 
Vivian Dong 
Tom Duffy 
Josephine Geenty 

Claudia Gemgnani 
Emma Gergely 
Rose Gessner 
Mary Gidaro 
Sloopy & John Hoffman 
Baby Isla-Rose Huffman 
Rose Larangeira 
The Litrakis Family 
John Litrakis 
Kenneth & Kelly Magat 
Al Maglio 
King Manansala 
Susan & Tosh Manansala 
Beatrice May 
Margaret Menendez 
Carol Millemann 

Sabrina Moloney 
Dave Moynihan 
Eleanor Nagy 
Janice Navatkowski 
Jean Oberlander 
Dan O’Brien 
Danny Ongchangco 
Paul & Doris Paetow 
Robert Pellegrino 
Jim Pettit 
Christina Pietrowiak 
Ruth Piscadlo 
Gabriel Rivera 
Jaxon Rivera 
Barbara Ruziska 
Maria Schwenzer  

Lena Sciotto 
Buddy Scott 
Sr. Mary Amata Shina, OSF 
Sr. Rosaria Shina, OSF  
Jeff Sullivan 
Jeff Tami 
Angie Montalbo Tinio 
Jeaninne Tosh 
Regina Wellman 
Robert Wesner 
Mark T. Worthington 
 
And for all who are ill,  
homebound, elderly, in nursing 
care, or living with chronic 
illness, we pray. 

Mass Intentions for the Week 
Saturday, Jul 16 5:00PM Lisa Wehner, by The Goodman Family 
Sunday, Jul 17 8:00AM Filomena Giannattasio, by Linda & Anthony 

Alfano 
  10:00AM James Romba, by Phil & Freda Russo 
  12:00PM Erlina Liem, by The Sukendro Family 

  (5:30PM)  Intention of Parishioners 
Monday, Jul 18 8:00AM Josephine Aznar, by The Tibay Family 
Tuesday, Jul 19 8:00AM Remia Alomia, by The Capuno Family 
Wednesday, Jul 20 8:00AM Liz D’Alessio, by Anthony LaTorre 
Thursday, Jul 21 8:00AM Zacarias Borja, by Gerard & Joy Cahatol 
Friday, Jul 22 8:00AM Lou Carcich, by Barbara & Family 
Saturday, Jul 23 5:00PM Dominic Fama, by Cathy Fama 
Sunday, Jul 24 8:00AM Patrizia Nese, by The Borys Family 
  10:00AM Grace McLaughlin, by Dee Nann 
  12:00PM Filomena Giannattasio, by Christina Alfano 
  (5:30PM)  Intention of Parishioners 

Tom Neville, husband of Vickie 
Paulina Oye, mother of Charity 
Jeanne Dredge, mother of Pat Heimall 
Gabrianna Andrews 

St. Matthias School Summer Office Hours                                                                                                                                           
Effective June 20, 2022 
Monday through Thursday:  9:00 AM – 1:00 PM  
Friday: Closed or by appointment. 732-828-1402 

St. Matthias Parish Office Summer Hours 
Effective June 20, 2022 
Monday-Thursday 8:30AM—4:00PM 
Friday—8:30AM-12:30PM 
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Reflect

A distraught woman tried many times to contact her pastor 
only to discover that it was his day off. She made contact 
with him the next day and scolded him severely. "Father, I 
needed you yesterday," she said, "and you were not there 
for me. You have let me down. I cannot believe you would 
take a day off when so many people like me need you." 
Then she added, "The devil never takes a day off." The 
priest, a little irritated and with tongue in cheek, respond-
ed, "And if I didn't take a day off, I would be just like him, 
wouldn't I?" ☺
A person had been confined to a mental institute. After 

years of treatment it was decided that he was well enough 
to be discharged. So the psychiatrist approached his pa-
tient to congratulate him. "I have good news for you. The 
board has examined your case and they have decided that 
you are completely cured. You can go home." Seeing the 

resentful look on the face of the patient, the doctor said: 
"Why are you reacting in this way? Aren't you happy now 
that you are cured?" And the man ranted back, "I am cured, 
but I am not going home! When I came here I was Pope 
John Paul II. I was busy like Martha in the Bible story, bless-
ing people, writing encyclicals and giving daily papal audi-
ence to all the inmates and visitors of this house. But if you 
send me home, I will be nobody at home!" ☺
I used to have an account with a bank at the North Pole. 
They froze all my assets. ☺
My dad always said to me, “Work until your bank account 
looks like a phone number” so I did. Now my Account bal-
ance is: $9.11. ☺

Smile with Your Family 

                          Marriage Tune-Up

"Martha, Martha, you are anxious and worried 
about many things." (Luke 10:41) 

What worries and burdens are you carrying today? (Money? 
Children? Health? Job?) Let your beloved (your spouse and 
God) be a comfort to you. Be present to who is most im-
portant to you today.

                    Parenting Tune-Up
"Love your neighbor as yourself" follow up. 
Once appropriate self-love is acknowledged, 
help your child expand this to loving others. 
Teach them to be hospitable to everyone they meet 
whether or not they take an instant liking to the person.

“Martha, Martha, you are anxious and 
worried about many things. There is 
need of only one thing. Mary has chosen 
the better part and it will not be taken 
from her.”
Luke 10: 38-42

The two sisters could not be more 
different personalities: Martha, the 
practical, no-nonsense housekeeper, 
and Mary, the romantic “free spirit” 
who is captivated by the charismatic 
Jesus. For Martha, there are tasks to be 
completed, beds to be made, meals to 
be cooked and served; for Mary, noth-
ing else matters because Jesus is in 
their midst. It’s easy to understand the 
tension between these two very differ-
ent women.

But, often, Martha and Mary can be 
the same person. There is something of 
both Martha and Mary within each one 
of us — and the tension between the 
two is just as real. Our “Martha” side is 
consumed with the necessary responsi-
bilities of our careers, homes, mortgag-
es, college tuition; the things-to-do list 
that is never completed, the calendar 
that is always full, the deadlines that 
always loom — but our “Mary” side 
seeks something more meaningful and 
satisfying in our lives. The “Mary” with-
in us longs to spend more time with our 
children, longs to be able to give more 
of ourselves to causes we believe in, 
longs to turn off the world and be at 
peace with God, ourselves and other.

There simply aren’t enough hours in 

the day to possess the better part.”

“The better part” is neither what is left 
over when everything else is done nor 
the few minutes left over at the end of 
another busy day. We have to con-
sciously choose and seek out “the bet-
ter part,” but, like Martha, we can be-
come so focused on and distracted by 
the business and “busy-ness” of our 
endless responsibilities as spouses, 
parents, professionals and neighbors 
that we become anesthetized to feel-
ing and experiencing “the better 
part.” Jesus invites each one of us to 
make a place in our lives for Mary’s 
“better part”: welcoming the joy and 
love of family and friends that is the 
presence of God.

Martha and Mary: The two sisters within each of us!
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Reflect 
The “even better part” 

 

 You’re having coffee with 
friends. One member of your compa-
ny mentions someone you all 
know. That sets off a discussion 
about the absent party — and the 
comments quickly become catty, gos-
sipy and unkind. You want no part of 
this and prefer to keep quiet — but 
instead, you tell of an occasion when 
you experienced that person’s gra-

ciousness and thoughtfulness. Your contribution chang-
es the entire tone of the conversation. You choose com-
passion — the “better part.” 
 
 He’s not working out. The staff has given him every 
chance, but this has gone on long enough. Yeah, you 
agree, maybe it’s time for him to move on. You call him 
in — his last check has been cut and is sitting in your 
drawer to give him. But in talking with him, you realize 
that his real skills are not being utilized. So you offer to 
reassign him to another team and set him up with a wise 
and experienced supervisor to serve as his mentor. You 
choose reconciliation — the “better part.” 
  
You’re reviewing your portfolio. Your broker shares 
with you the prospectus of a company whose stock 
offerings are going through the roof. You have two kids 
heading to college in the next couple of years, so you’re 
looking for investments that will perform. But this com-
pany’s record in environmental issues is not good and 
its product line is suspect. So you pass. You choose jus-
tice — the “better part.” 
  
To choose the “better part” is to act as Jesus would 
act: not just avoiding the “wrong thing” but risking 
doing the “right thing,” moving beyond our own wants 
and expectations in a situation to find the possibilities 
for grace in whatever the circumstances. As we all 
know too well, we can become so overwhelmed by the 
dollars-and-cents demands on our lives that we un-
thinkingly sacrifice what is far more meaningful and 
valuable; we can become so caught up with agendas 
and schedules that we become blind to the presence of 
God in our lives. We have to consciously and intention-
ally choose and seek out “the better part”: the justice, 
compassion and peace that is at heart of Jesus’ call to 
all who would follow him.  

 “Start each day with an hour of prayer.”  
 

A true story is told about an adver-
tising executive at Reader’s Digest, 
who found her emptiness filled in 
by prayer, listening to God, as 
Mary did in today’s Gospel.  In 
spite of her successful career, she 
had felt emptiness in her life. One 
morning, during a breakfast meet-
ing with her marketing consultant, she mentioned that emp-
tiness. “Do you want to fill it?” her colleague asked. “Of 
course I do,” she said. He looked at her and replied, “Then 
start each day with an hour of prayer.” She looked at him 
and said, “Don, you’ve got to be kidding. If I tried that, I’d go 
off my rocker.” Don smiled and said, “That’s exactly what I 
said 20 years ago.” The woman left the restaurant in turmoil. 
Begin each morning with prayer? Begin each morning with 
an hour of prayer? Absolutely out of the question! Yet, the 
next morning she found herself doing exactly that. And 
she’s been doing it ever since. This woman is the first to ad-
mit that it has not always been easy. There have been morn-
ings when she was filled with great peace and joy. But there 
have been other mornings when she was filled with nothing 
but weariness. And it was on these weary mornings that she 
remembered something else that her marketing consultant 
said. “There will be times when your mind just won’t go into 
God’s sanctuary. That’s when you spend your hour in God’s 
waiting room. Still, you’re there, and God appreciates your 
struggle to stay there.”  
 
 

Today’s Gospel reminds us of the need to combine work and 
prayer. We need to recharge our spiritual batteries: It is a 
well-known fact that those who are in the caring professions, 
like doctors, nurses, pastors, social workers and even par-
ents, often suffer from burnout and terminal exhaustion as 
Martha did.  People suffering from burnout often end up an-
gry, anxious, and worried. Hence, occasionally we need to 
put aside the work we do for the Lord in serving others and 
just spend some time being with Him, talking to Him and lis-
tening to Him, fully aware of His holy presence in our souls. 
We may do the recharging of our spiritual energy also by our 
personal and family prayers, by the meditative reading of the 
Bible and by participating in the celebration of the Holy 
Mass. Christian husbands and wives should develop “couple 
spirituality” and seek more opportunities to pray together. 
The Martha and Mary episode teaches us the need for bal-
ance between service and prayer and the need for spending 
time with the Lord, learning from Him and recharging our 
spiritual batteries with the power of the Holy Spirit. 
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Reflect 
"I would like to be married to both of them!"   

 

Some single men in a Bible study group were discussing 
who would make the better wife--Martha or Mary. One 
fellow said, "Well, I think Martha would make the better 
wife. The way to a man's heart is through his stomach. It 
sounds like Martha surely knew how to cook. I would 
love to be married to a woman like that!" Another man 
said, "I think Mary would make the better wife. She was 
always so thoughtful, sweet and loving. I could be very 
happy, married to a woman like Mary!" Finally, another 
fellow settled the argument when he said, "Well, I would 
like to be married to both of them. I would like Martha 
before supper and Mary after supper."  
 

Today’s Gospel challenges us to combine the listening 
spirit of Mary with the dynamic spirit of Martha in our 
Christian lives. We need listening Marthas and serving 
Marys: Martha has become a symbol of action-oriented, 
responsible people who get the job done. Our world 
needs such men, women, boys and girls, and so does the 
Church. How would the Church survive if not for the Mar-
thas and Bills who sing in the choir, run the altar guild, 
work with the homeless, work with the youth, and build 
the Church? The Church could not exist without them. The 
same is true with the family. We need responsible people 
to do the work in the house: to cook, to clean, to keep the 
house operating, to pay the bills, to keep the cars run-
ning, not to speak of rearing the children and loving the 
spouse. Households can’t survive without Marthas and 
Bills. Nor can offices, schools or businesses. There is noth-
ing wrong with being a responsible, action-oriented, get-
it-done kind of person. But we must find time to listen to 
God speaking to us through His word and time to talk to 
God. Jesus clearly said: be hearers and doers of the word. 
Jesus never reversed that order. 

"She can sit all evening at the feet of a friend  
and not say anything.”  

 
 

The headline on the cover of Sports Illustrated some time 
back read: "Sportswoman of the 
Year." One of the pictures on the 
cover showed Mary Decker press-
ing the tape as she defeated, by 
inches, the Soviet champion, Zamira 
Zaitseva, in the 1500-meter world 
championship race. The article 
went on to describe Decker's phe-
nomenal performances in San Die-
go, Los Angeles, Gateshead 
(England), Stockholm, Paris, and 
Oslo. One comment was made 
about Mary Decker by the writer of 
the article that is relevant to our 

discussion today. He wrote, "She can sit all evening at the 
feet of a friend and not say anything, just smile and let the 
talk wash over her." [Kenny Moore, "She Runs and We Are 
Lifted," Sports Illustrated (December 26, 1983), p. 38.]  
 
 

Today’s Gospel tells us about another Mary, Mary of Bethany, 
who did the same thing when Jesus made his last visit to her 
home. We need to be good listeners, like Mary, at home and in 
the workplace.  Martha has become a symbol of you and me in 
the modern world. We have become so active and busy with 
living our lives that we no longer have time to slow down and 
quietly listen to God, or even to our spouse, kids or friends. 
We become so active in doing good things that our activities 
become a cover-up for our lack of listening and quiet caring. 
We come home from a day of work and the kids are talking to 
us at the kitchen table. We nod affirmatively at their words 
without listening. Our spouse wants to share what has hap-
pened during the day and we don’t hear a word that is spo-
ken, being entirely preoccupied with what has happened at 
our workplace.  Human love begins at home, and it begins 
with listening. The more one listens, the more love grows. The 
less one listens, the less love there is. This is certainly true in 
marriage. Any good marriage will show us a man and woman 
who have discovered what it means to listen to one another. 
That is also true in good families and in good businesses. We 
can so easily get the Martha-syndrome because there is al-
ways so much work to do: at our place of employment, at 
home with the kids or in the yard, at Church and school, at the 
various groups we or our children are a part of. But let's not 
be like Martha who got distracted with much serving. Rather, 
let us take time out every day to listen to Jesus, to get to 
know Jesus better, to be His guest and to welcome Him as 
ours.  

Does this prayer  
apply to you? 

 
 

Here’s a prayer attributed to Nicho-
las Herman, known as Bro. Law-
rence (17th century) who served as a 
lay brother and cook in a Carmelite 
monastery in Paris. 
 

 

Lord of all pots and pans,  
since I've no time to be 
A saint by doing lovely things,  
or watching late with Thee 
Or dreaming in dawn light,  
or storming heaven's gates 
Make me a saint  
by getting meals and washing up the plates. 
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Pray                                                                Learn                                 

From the Pastoral Staff

The scripture readings for the sixteenth Sunday contain 
many important messages about hospitality and about 
keeping our lives in proper focus. Abraham and Sarah enter-
tain visitors and provide warm hospitality and a meal to 
strangers, unaware that these are divine guests sent by God 
to inform Abraham and Sarah that the promise of an heir is 
about to be fulfilled. Our gospel, Luke 10:38-42, is the story 
of Martha and Mary when they provide hospitality to Jesus 
and serve him a meal.

This story has caused some controversy and lots of discus-
sion over the centuries. While Martha is busy preparing a 
meal, Mary is seated at the Lord’s feet listening to Him. Mar-
tha begs Jesus saying “tell her to help me”. This seems a 
very reasonable request but Jesus responds to Martha by 
telling her “you are anxious and worried about many things. 
There is need of only one thing. Mary has chosen the better 
part and it will not be taken from her”.

Some see here a contrast between the active or apostolic 
life and a contemplative life. Our reaction to Jesus’ words is 
something like the child who is asked to do a chore and re-
sponds “what about my sister/ brother”. The contemplative 

life of monks and cloistered religious is a 
beautiful life that fuels the church through 
prayer but it is not an easy life. Christ is not 
putting down the active life or telling us it is 
less than the contemplative life. Both are a 
gift from God and serve the church and society.

I think the more important point in this story is that we 
need to avoid being like Martha by becoming anxious and 
worried about many things. Christ tells us “there is need of 
only one thing “And that one thing is of course Christ Him-
self. If we can only put Him first in all aspects of our lives 
then we will find that we have less anxiety and worries. 
Providing hospitality to strangers and the homeless and any-
one in need is a great work of mercy and we should always 
be ready to assist in this work. But equally important is hos-
pitality and time we spend in prayer and reflection. All pas-
toral activity will be strengthened and sustained if we first 
take the time to pray and reflect. Without prayer and con-
templation many good works cannot be sustained and 
grow. All of us need to be “Mary’s” and “Martha’s”

  Msgr. Brennan

Silver & Gold Wedding 
Anniversary Celebration

You are cordially invited 
to celebrate your 25th or 
50th Wedding Anniver-
sary with the Church of 

Metuchen and renew your marriage vows 
with Bishop James F. Checchio at a special Evening Prayer 
Service at the Cathedral of St. Francis of Assisi in Metu-
chen on Sunday, October 30, 2022 at 3:30 PM. Registra-
tion is required. Please register online at: https://
www.diometuchen.org/silver-and-gold-anniversary-
celebration. If you are unable to access, please contact 
the Family Life Office at 732-562-1543 or am-
arshall@diometuchen.org. Registration will close on 
October 7, 2022. Although no fee is required, in the past 
many Jubilarian couples have given a donation of grati-
tude to the Church in memory of this special occa-
sion. Donations of Gratitude may be made online at 
https://www.diometuchen.org/donation-silver-and-gold 
or calling 732-562-1543.  

  How Does/Should the Church Make Decisions?
It’s not too late to sign up for the Vatican 
Synod video classes addressing how the 
church can make future decisions through 
the process of communal discernment. The 
videos examine what discernment is and 
how to use it, especially when there are con-

flicting views. The videos also reflect on current leadership 
and governance within the church and discuss how to re-
trieve the early church’s Tradition of listening to the Holy 
Spirit’s guidance through communal discernment – a pro-
cess critically needed for future leadership and governance 
in our Church.

Don’t miss this opportuni-
ty! The videos were released 
on July 4 and you can watch 
them whenever they fit your 
schedule. Register (for free) 
at: https://
formaciononline.bc.edu/en/
home

There is need of only one thing
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Learn 

Attention 7th & 8th Graders:  Confirmation Preparation 2022-2023 
 

Register for Confirmation Preparation as soon as possible! 
Families who have a 7th or 8th grader in either St. Matthias School or the GIFT program and desire to have their child pre-
pare for the sacrament of Confirmation need to complete the 2022-2023 Confirmation registration form online, available 

at https://www.stmatthias.net/confirmation/   
  

A parent meeting for 7th grade parents will be held in November for all registered 7th graders-or those in Year 1 of Confir-
mation Preparation who may be a bit older. Questions? Please email Dee Nann at dnann@stmatthias.net   

 Attention 2nd Graders:   First Eucharist Preparation 6466-2023 
  

For all families in GIFT and for those who are students at St. Matthias School who have (baptized) children who are in 2nd 
grade [fall 2022] or older who desire to receive the Sacraments of First Reconciliation/First Eucharist in 2023, sacramental 
preparation is required through the parish-you must register online. Typically, classes are held for all children and at least 

one parent on certain Sunday mornings in the cafeteria or the St. John XXIII room [school building] and certain classrooms 
from 10:30AM -11:30AM. We are planning in person sessions for 2022-2023. Be sure to register early. 

 The sacramental preparation fee for this program is $80. The 2022-2023Registration for First Eucharist/First Reconciliation 
are available online at https://www.stmatthias.net/first-eucharist-first-reconciliation/   

 Questions? Please email Dee Nann at dnann@stmatthias.net or call the Parish Office, 732-828-1400.   

2022-2023 GIFT for K-8 Religious Formation 
 

We are happy to invite all parents/families with children in K-8, who are not attending a Catholic school, to register their 
children for our wonderful religious education/formation program for 2022-2023. 
The 2022-2023registration form for our K-8 family-based parish program of religious formation, G.I.F.T. [Growing In Faith 
Together], is currently available to complete online at 2022-2023GIFT for K-8 Religious Ed https://www.stmatthias.net/
faith-formation/ 
 

 Please register your family/children in grades K-8.  This year we are planning to offer 3 sessions each month: on Tuesday 
and Wednesday evenings at 6:30PM without a meal because of the COVID-19 precautions; and on Sunday afternoons at 
2PM, again without a meal.  You choose which one of the three sessions to attend. 
 The fees for the program are noted on parish website page. Please register online; the fee can also be paid online.  Please 
note:  GIFT is required for all children in grades 1-8 who are not attending a Catholic school; it is optional for kindergarten 
students.  It is required for non-Catholic school children also during the sacramental prep years. 

Parish Survey Options (cont’d from cover) 
Please tell us YOUR PRIORITIES at www.stmatthias.net/parishsurvey  by July 31. 

Refurbish Pews? Install New Floor? 
Add  
Bathrooms? 

Replace Windows with Stained Glass Windows? Clean Walls? 

Create New, Covered Gathering Space 
(Narthex)? 
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Give (and Receive!)

Stewardship Reflection Jul 17, 2022
16th Sunday in Ordinary Time

“…I am a minister in accordance with God’s stewardship giv-
en to me to bring to completion for you the word of 
God.”   Colossians 1:25
We are all called to evangelize – to convert individuals and 
society by the divine power of the Gospel. Our faith is more 
attractive to others by our actions than by our words alone.
We may not be called to evangelize like St. Paul, but we 
should look for opportunities to share our faith through our 
actions and words, especially with those closest to us, like our 
family, friends and neighbors. Pray for the courage to joyfully 
express your faith the next time the opportunity arises.

Reflexiónes — 17 de julio  2022 -
                 16o Domingo del Tiempo Ordinario
“...Soy ministro de acuerdo con el plan que Dios me ha da-
do: dar cumplimiento a la palabra de Dios.”   Colosenses 1:25
Todos somos llamados a evangelizar - a convertir a los indivi-
duos y a la sociedad por el poder divino del Evangelio. Nuestra 
fe es más atractiva a los demás por nuestras obras que solo por 
nuestras palabras. Puede que no seamos llamados para evan-
gelizar como San Pablo, pero debemos buscar oportunidades 
para compartir nuestra fe a través de nuestras acciones y pala-
bras, especialmente con aquellos que están más cerca de noso-
tros, como nuestra familia, amigos y vecinos. Rece para tener 
el valor de expresar alegremente su fe la próxima vez que se 
presente la oportunidad.

Learn
HELP SPREAD THE WORD! 
Saint Matthias School registration is open. We are enrolling students in PreK 3, PreK 4, Kindergar-
ten and grades 1-8. Please help us spread the word about our school filled with faith, caring, and 
excellence to your relatives, friends, and neighbors. ALL are welcome! Thank 
you! 
Explore our website, www.stmatthias.info, and contact Maria Kosty at 
mkosty@stmatthiasnj.org to schedule an appointment.  We look forward to 
welcoming your child!   

Part-Time Summer Help
St. Matthias Church is looking for part-time summer janitorial help.  This is a perfect opportunity for a 
responsible high school or college student.   For more details, please contact Mary Pat Burke-Grospin 
at 732-828-1400 ext. 121 or mpburke-grospin@stmatthias.net.

Stewardship Totals for Fiscal Year July 1, 2022 - June 30, 2023 Last Year's Total
Current Month In-Pew/Mail Parish Giving* Weekly Total Weekly Total

Week 1 - July 3, 2022 $10,494.53 $14,756.25 $25,250.78 $22,576.25

Week 2 - July 10, 2022 $13,907.27 $24,267.75 $38,175.02 $33,857.28
Month-to-date Total July Total Last Yr

$63,425.80 $122,093.69

Current Year-to-date Total Year-to-date as of Jul 
$63,425.80 $122,093.69

  How to sign up for AmazonSmile to Help St. Matthias (at no cost to you)
How to use AmazonSmile on a web browser:

Visit smile.amazon.com
Sign in with the same account you use for Ama-
zon.com
Select “St. Matthias Church/School” as your charity
Start shopping! Remember to always checkout at 
smile.amazon.com to generate donations for your 
chosen charity.
Tip: Add a bookmark to make it easier to shop at
smile.amazon.com.

How to use AmazonSmile using the  Amazon app on your mobile 
phone:

Open the Amazon Shopping app
Navigate to the main menu (≡)
Tap on Settings and then select “AmazonSmile”
Select “St. Matthias Church/School” as your charity and then fol-
low the on-screen instructions to turn ON AmazonSmile in the 
mobile app.
Once AmazonSmile has been activated in your app, future eligible 
app purchases will generate a donation for St. Matthias.
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Parish Registration — Welcome to 
St. Matthias! Please register on our 
website. www.stmatthias.net/join-us, 
or visit the Parish Office.

Marriage — Registered parishioners 
should contact the parish office a year 
before the desired wedding date.

Baptism — Baptismal Preparation 
Sessions are held four times a year for 
registered parishioners.  Please 
contact the parish office before the 
baby is born.  The sacrament of 
Baptism is celebrated on the second 
and fourth Sunday of each month, 
except during Lent.

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
(RCIA) -  If you are interested in 
becoming a Catholic or completing 
the Sacraments of Initiation--
Baptism/Confirmation/Eucharist, please 
call the Parish Office.

St. Matthias School is a 
PreK3 through 8th grade 
school rooted in faith, 

inspired by love, and dedicated to 
academic excellence. Before and 
After School Care Programs are 
available. Come visit! Contact 732-828
-1402 to schedule a tour.

About St. Matthias (please contact the staff members on the cover for up-to-date information)

Parish Pastoral Council: 

Co-Chairs:  
  Rose Peng, rosepeng
            @optonline.net
  John Taylor, jptaylor1068
            @yahoo.com

Co-Secretaries: 
   Frank Rees
   Marilyn Wegg

Stephan Busono
Anne Marie Francis 
Bill Isele
Maria Tapia-Burch

Ana Kelly, Ex-Officio
Fr. Abraham, Ex-Officio

Trustees: 
Isaac Peng
Marge Richards

Parish Finance Council:
Kester Hector, Chair
FinanceCouncil
  @stmatthias.net
Barry Dusault
Gwen Orlowski
Audrey Francis

Joe Porter 
Joan Pritchard
Mary Pat Burke-Grospin, 
Ex-Officio
Fr. Abraham, Ex-Officio

Parish Leadership

Connecting with our Local Community

Thank You to St. Matthias Parishioners 
and to the St. Vincent de Paul Society!

The Fourth Annual Empty Bowls Franklin was 
held on June 25, 2022 and was attended by 
several hundred people from the greater 
Franklin Township area. The organizers are 
pleased to say that our gross proceeds from 
the event exceeded our expectations, earning 
more than $16,000 for the Franklin Food Bank. 
They are extremely thankful for all sponsors, 
donors, ticket holders and purchasers, espe-
cially The Catholic Community of St Matthias, 
and The Members of the St Vincent de Paul 
Society at St Matthias who each sponsored the 
event at the Platinum Tureen Level ($1000).
Together we are making a difference in the 
lives of so many of our neighbors who are 
threatened with food insecurity.  

Dear Fr. Abraham,

Congratulations on the 60th Anniver-
sary of St. Matthias!

On behalf of the clients we serve, our 
staff, volunteers, and Board of Trus-
tees, thank you so much for your do-
nation in the amount of $1.000.00 
made on 6/21/2022 in support of the 
Empty Bowls 2022 Sponsorships.

The Franklin Food Bank is deeply com-
mitted to this local community. With 
each passing crisis, we are here to re-
spond with a friendly helping hand. 
Even throughout the Covid-19 pan-
demic, we did not close. Not for one 
day of service.

We are more than a food bank - we 
are innovators. In March of this year, 

we were finally able to  reopen our 
Client Choice Market!!  We are so hap-
py to announce the relaunch of this 
wildly popular program that served 
this community with the dignity and 
respect we promise in our mission. 
Each day we run this amazing pro-
gram, we are reminded that we would 
never have been able to do any of this-
any of it- without you.

The Franklin Food Bank is almost en-
tirely funded by individuals. Without 
your continued support, we would not 
be able to help our neighbors in need. 
Thank you for joining us in the fight 
against hunger at a time of great un-
certainty.

With Gratitude,
Allie O’Brien, Development Director

      Loyola Jesuit Center — Summer Week-Long Directed Retreat
Sunday, August 14, 2022 - Sunday, August 21, 2022 -- A directed retreat is an individually guided si-
lent prayer experience in which the retreatant follows the dynamics of the Spiritual Exercises of St. 
Ignatius while listening for God’s personal word spoken through the Sacred Scriptures.
contact with nature.

Contact: 161 James St., Morristown, NJ 07960. 973-539-0740, E-mail : retreathouse@loyola.org
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Complete Kitchen & 
Bathroom Remodeling

Porcelain Marble
Granite Countertops

 Heated Floors
Backsplashes
Shower Doors

    732-514-1500             
Lic # 13VH00782600

(Parishioner)

Diocese of Metuchen
Catholic Cemeteries

and Crematory
800-943-8400

Holy Cross Burial Park
840 Cranbury-South River Rd.

Jamesburg, NJ 08831

Resurrection Burial Park
Hoes Lane and Park Ave.

Piscataway, NJ 08854

www.diometuchen.org/cemeteries

PROTECTIVE
PAVING

DRIVEWAYS
PARKING LOTS

FULLY INSURED
FREE ESTIMATES

732-828-4177
SOMERSET, NJ

E X C E L L E N C E  G U A R A N T E E D

Trusted For 75 Years732-873-8900
Restas.com 1873 Amwell Road • Somerset

Auto Care
Are

These
Your
Size?

www.middlebushfire.com
MIDDLEBUSH VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT

MIDDLEBUSH
VOLUNTEER
FIRE DEPT.

21 OLCOTT STREET
FIRE FIGHTERS NEEDED

WE WILL TRAIN!
HELP@MIDDLEBUSHFIRE.COM
www.middlebushfi re.com

An Assisted Living 
and Memory Care 

Community in your 
neighborhood.

SCHEDULE A 
TOUR TODAY!

732.873.4800
473 Demott Lane

Somerset, NJ 08873

www.springhills.com

In Our 4th Decade of Quality Service

French Drains • Foundation Repair • Mold Remediation

732-777-7888
www.morganbasementwaterproofing.com

All Work Guaranteed

go.rutgers.edu/rudining

Protecting Your 
Health and 
Sanitation

Serving All of 
Central 

New Jersey

Sewer & Water Lines
Plumbing Inspections

Commercial & Residential
WaterTreatment Systems

(908) 873-6686
www.plumbingdoctornj.com
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QUALITY 
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE

Serving Central NJ Since 1986
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL 

SALES/SERVICE
All Major Credit Cards Accepted

P. Lic. #12425 • E. Lic. #9526
NJ Reg #13VH02047500 • HVAC Lic. 1510

ELECTRIC, PLUMBING 
HEATING & COOLING

1186 LIVINGSTON AVENUE, NORTH BRUNSWICK, NJ 
732-247-7390 • www.DaltonElectricCo.com

NOW HIRING QUALIFIED TEAM MEMBERS

Gleason Funeral Home
At Need Care • Pre-Need • Monuments

Parishioner Owned
William K. Gleason, Mgr., N.J. Lic. No. 4489

1360 Hamilton Street • Somerset, NJ
732-545-0700

www.GleasonFuneralHome.com

TOWNSHIP 
PHARMACY

712 Hamilton Street, Somerset
SR. DISCOUNT • WE DELIVERY

732-545-8800

WEALTH ADVISORS, LLC

John C. Moynihan, CFP®
Certifi ed Financial PlannerTM, practitioner

Somerset, NJ
732.873.0433 • www.wwallc.net

Practical Solutions for Managing Wealth

SOLD
BARROOD
Selling, Buying or Renting 
Houses - Call us for help!

700 Easton Ave., Somerset
732-846-1661

Good people, great service, since 1940
Parishioner

D’Angiolillo
Chiropractic Center
Find out more about us 

and how we can help you!
Visit Our Website @

www.DrJoeD.com
(732) 873-2222

PROFESSIONAL CENTER 
AT SOMERSET

11 Clyde Road, Suite 103
Somerset, NJ 08873

Serving Our Community 
Since 1985

900 Easton Ave. Somerset Village
732-247-0400

$1.50 Off Large 18” Pie

FIND YOUR NEW BEST FRIEND.
$60 $60 adoption fee | animals are spayed/neutered, micro-chipped & up-to-date on shotsadoption fee | animals are spayed/neutered, micro-chipped & up-to-date on shots

Franklin Township Animal Shelter
475 DeMott Lane, Somerset, NJ 08873

732.873.2500 x6255 | Tue-Fri 12-3 & Sat 12-6 Ad sponsored by 
Second Chance For Animals

Pavers • Stone • Mulch
Specialize In Custom Projects

Contact Anthony Schinella, Parishioner
609-751-6514 • www.ajslandscapingpro.com

AJSL andscap ing  &
Hardscap ing ,  L LC

AJS PAINTING
TONY SCHINELLA, PARISHIONER

Friendly, Courteous Service
Owner Operated, Free Proposals

Meticulous, Guaranteed Work
Highest Quality, Aff ordable Price

No Job Too Small • Since 2001

732-873-8477

BRUNSWICK FURNITURE OUTLET, LLC
330 Townsend St., New Brunswick, NJ

Rafael
732-354-4420

Se Habla Español

BRIGHT VIEWBRIGHT VIEW
POWERWASHINGPOWERWASHING

& PAINTING& PAINTING
Greg Dente, Owner/Operator
Somerset & surrounding areas 
Friendly & Reliable Services

Free estimates • Guaranteed work
We keep our promises  • No job too small 

POWERWASHING
& SMALL PAINTING WORK

908.812.2061

C & F PAINT & HARDWARE
Benjamin Moore Paints

1075 Easton Ave., Suite 12A
Somerset, NJ 08873
732-764-8908

www.candfpaint.com
Frank Del Tufo - Owner

REMAX FIRST REALY
Luz Mary Molina Realtor Associate

Mauricio Molina Realtor Associate 848-391-0790 

Luzmarymolina@msn.com
557 Cranbury Rd., Ste. 23, E. Brunswick, NJ

Offi  ce: 732-257-3500 Ext. 359
Cell: 732-322-8671

Florist & Event Design • 732-769-6181
901 Joyce Kilmer Ave., North Brunswick

www.RosieRoseFlowers.com

4 N. 10th Ave.
Highland Park
732-572-0400

www.raspajewelers.com

NJ Electric Lic 18143
HVAC Lic 3599

NJ Plumbing Lic
7617 & 9231

Tom’s Auto Repair
Domestic & Foreign

O: 732-846-4675
C: 908-500-8728

TPduff y1216@gmail.com
1376 Hamilton St., Somerset, NJ 08873

Robert Fox, Manager
N.J. License No. 4371

www.BoylanFH.com
Family owned and operated since 1958

188 Easton Avenue
New Brunswick, NJ 08901
 732-545-4040

10 Wooding Avenue
Edison, NJ 08817 

732-572-0076

LIC. #18219
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