











Reflect

What too little forgiveness (cont’d)

““excusing.” We need to name the evil in order for justice
to be realized. But, Keller writes, justice is not
vengeance. “Vengeance consumes your inward being
with anger and hate. If you don’t forgive internally, you
won’t confront the wrongdoers for justice’s sake or for
future victims’ sake or for God’s sake. You will be doing it
for your sake, and the project will go awry.”

Second, we must be willing to “bear the cost of
forgiveness.” We must fight the urge to constantly
bring up the wrongs committed in order to punish the
perpetrators; we have to stop reliving the incident that
is fueling our anger. That’s hard, Keller acknowledges,
“but if you pay that cost, you will gradually find yourself
escaping the grip of bitterness. Once forgiveness is
granted, it clears the way for justice, possible
reconciliation and other forms of restoration.”

And third, forgiveness requires belief in something
bigger than ourselves: the maintaining of relationship,
the preservation of community. That’s a challenge for
us Americans today.

Jesus readily acknowledges that love — love that is
and of God — is not easy. It’s demanding, often
unreasonable and unfair. It means putting aside our
disappointments and expectations in order to maintain
relationships and keep community intact. What is often
most challenging about today’s Gospel is not loving
our “enemies’” but loving the obtuse spouse, the
thoughtless relative, the boorish coworker. It’s easy to
“love” some nameless, demographic group we have
little or nothing to do with — what’s hard is to “love”
the people we live with and work with and go to
school with. In every tense confrontation and
unreasonable expectation and in every undeserved cry
for help, Jesus asks us to respond with the compassion
and mercy of God: to act with the conviction that we
can break such cycles of irresponsibility and
selfishness, that we can heal one another’s
brokenness, that we can bring back the lost and
marginalized by seeking to re-create such situations in
the “perfect” love of God — if we’re willing to forgive,
to bear the cost of forgiving, and seek reconciliation
before our own satisfaction.

“The A-4 revolution”

Nationwide protests are rare in China. China’s leaders
have no tolerance for any public act of defiance or ex-
pression of dissent. But three years of draconian lock-
down measures as a result of the COVID pandemic saw

this fall the boldest display of dissent across China since Tianan-
men Square in 1989. And the most prominent symbol of dissent
in cities across China: blank sheets of paper. The demonstrations
began as an expression of anger against China’s strict-zero-
COVID policy, which has left the country reeling through cycles of
lockdowns even as much of the rest of the world returns to some
semblance of normalcy. The blank paper represents everything
protesters wish they could say but cannot. The “paper revolu-
tion” confronts authorities with a difficult conundrum: arrest
people for saying literally nothing at all or allow a simple act of
resistance to proliferate unchallenged.

The revolution has been called the “A4 Revolution,” referring to
the standard size of paper used in copiers outside the United
States and Canada. Blank paper has a long history as symbol of
protest globally. At the outset of the war in Ukraine a year ago,
protestors in Russia were arrested for holding up blank sheets of
paper amid the Kremlin’s crackdown on dissent. A protestor
bearing a blank piece of paper at a vigil in Beijing explained that
the display of wordless paper “means we are voiceless, but we
are also powerful.” The blank paper says what needs to be said
without words — everyone, including Chinese authorities, gets
the message.

A white sheet of paper becomes a powerful sign when raised by
someone whose spirit is moved by the plight of those who
suffer as a result of poverty, violence and injustice. It’s that spir-
it of compassion and empathy that Peter, James and John wit-
ness in Jesus on the mountain in today’s Gospel: they behold the
divinity, the sacred presence, that Jesus possesses within his
humanity. That same spirit exists within each of us, as well: God
has instilled in us his compassion and justice that “transfigures”
us from “blank, wordless pieces of paper” into ministers of
God’s mercy and prophets of his justice, enabling us to
“transfigure” despair into hope, anguish into healing, estrange-
ment into community — even dying into living.

"The goal is reconciliation and redemption”

Martin Luther King, Jr. would take this principle from the Ser-
mon on the Mount and use it to revolutionize America. King
used to say, "No man can pull me down so low as to make me
hate him." The real goal, said King, was not to defeat the white
man, but to awaken a sense of shame within the oppressor and
to challenge his false sense of superiority. "The goal is reconcili-
ation, redemption, the creation of the beloved community."
The words of Jesus in the Sermon on the Mount which Martin
Luther King paraphrased, are totally out of step with our pre-
sent world because our world believes in retaliation. 75 percent
of Christians believe in capital punishment because they think
we can stop the killing by killing the killers. That's retaliation.

Cont’d on next page

Page 5 www.stmatthias.net Feb 19, 2023668



Reflect

"The goal is reconciliation (cont’d)

But Jesus in the Sermon on the Mount rejects even the
concession of milder retaliation allowed by Moses. For
Jesus, retaliation, or even limited vengeance, has no
place in the Christian life, even though graceful
dcceptance of an offense requires great strength and
discipline of character as well as strengthening by God’s
grace. Jesus wants his disciples to repay evil with
kindness. Instead of retaliation, Jesus gives his new law
of love, grace, forgiveness, reconciliation and no
retaliation.

“Yeah, but it’s my way!”

In the 1985 movie, Witness, Harrison Ford plays a tough
Philadelphia detective who uncovers corruption within
his department. To protect himself and a young boy
who has witnessed a murder, Ford's character, John
Book, hides out among the Pennsylvania Amish, the
community from which the little boy comes. In one
scene of the movie, Book and several of the Amish go
into town for a day of shopping. While they are in town,
the buggies driven by the Amish are involved in a traffic
jam with a car. The occupants of the car emerge to
confront the Amish in the buggies. With unwarranted
hostility, they taunt one young Amish man. One of the
men from the car, a young tough, smears ice cream in
the Amish man's face. Ignoring the protests of an older
Amish man, Book goes over to beat up the ruffians who
have bullied the young Amish man. The older Amish man
insists to Book that, "it's not our way." To which Book
responds, "Yeah, but it's my way." The scene from the
movie helps us focus on the content of our passage of
Scripture for this morning. The Amish, a community in
the Anabaptist tradition, sees the Sermon on the Mount
as part of their core Scripture. The reason the young
man in the scene doesn't fight back against the bullies is
that he is turning the other cheek, as Jesus said to do. In
order to avoid violence, in order to avoid anyone getting
hurt, he willingly accepts humiliation.

We need to have a forgiving heart: Jesus demands that
we should forgive, pardon and be generous whether or
not our offenders deserve it, and even if we are not loved
in return. He also tells us to pray for those who willfully
cause us suffering, hardship and unhappiness.

What we grab, grabs us too!

Once there was an eagle which hovered over a lake and
suddenly swooped down and caught a two-foot long
fishin its talons. Slowly, the bird rose with its ten-pound
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catch, but when it reached about 1,000 feet, it began to de-
scend, until it splashed into the water. Later, both the bird and
fish were found dead. Apparently, the fish was too heavy for
the eagle, but it could not let go, for its talons were embedded
in the flesh of the fish. The truth is that what we grab, grabs us.
When we grab alcohol, drugs, or sex, it grabs us and brings us
down to death.

We are angry over 9/11, but our anger
doesn’t control us!

In May of 2006, the whole country had to confront an enemy.
His cold angry eyes stared at us from our newspapers and televi-
sion sets. Zacarias Moussaoui was sentenced to life in prison. He
was the only person tried in American courts for the terrorist
attack on 9/11. Many people in our country, including many fami-
ly members of the victims of 9/11, had hoped that the courts
would sentence Moussaoui to death. Some people see a life sen-
tence as an act of mercy. One juror kept Moussaoui from a death
sentence. Technically, one of the issues was just how involved
Moussaoui was in the 9/11 plot. Nevertheless, many people inter-
preted the jury's decision as a declaration that we in the United
States are not ruled by vengeance. We can step back from our
rage at 9/11 and make careful distinctions. We are angry over
9/11, but our anger doesn't control us.

We need to love our neighbors and our enemies too: The Greek
word used for loving enemies is not storge (natural love towards
family members), or philia (love of close friends), or eros
(passionate love between a young man and woman), but agdpe,
which is the invincible benevolence or good will for another’s
highest good. Since agdpe is not natural, practicing it is possible
only with God’s help. Agadpe love is a choice more than a feeling.
We choose to love, not because our enemies deserve our love, but
because Jesus loves them so much that he died for them. We
have in the Acts of the Apostles the example of St. Stephen, the
first martyr, who prayed for those who were putting him to
death.

Parish Updates

If you are now solely using a cell phone, have changed your
phone number or address, please call the parish office, so we
can update your records. We would also like to update our par-
ish data base with e-mail addresses. Email Kelly at:
kcounts(@stmatthias.net to have your email address included or
to update an email address. Thank you!

If you are moving, please notify the Parish Office so we can keep
our parishioner records current. Thank you!
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Interested in a New Ministry?

A few faith-filled men and women of our parish have especially for the weekend Masses, baptisms, weddings and
initiated a new ministry, (St. Matthias Martha Ministry) with ~ funerals will be welcomed into a pleasing environment.

the desire for following Jesus’ example to serve others by
providing an opportunity to be part of the church
community through active care of our worship space.

The mission of the St. Matthias Martha Ministry is to
enhance the beauty of the worship space, to create an

We are looking for anyone with good will to help and time
to volunteer. Teams rotate so time is minimal. Those with
creativity and/or experience and imaginative ideas to
decorate are welcome.

atmosphere whereby the assembly may heighten their If you feel called to this ministry, please come to a “kick-off”
awareness of the purpose and mystery of God through the meeting on Tuesday, February 21 immediately following the
senses and thus enhance appreciation of the various 8 AM Mass. For more information, pl.ease call
liturgical seasons in collaboration with the parish staff. Clanjette Gaspard 732-406-4118 (Environment) '
The atmosphere of reverence and beauty reflect the glory ~ €mail: gaspard17@aol.com or Nancy Inzano (Altar Linens).
of God. Thus the worshippers who come to our church, 732-261-2530. E Mail: nancy.inzano@gmail.com
Give (and Receive!)
Stewardship Totals for Fiscal Year July 1, 2022 - June 30, 2023 Last Year's Total
In-Pew/Mail Parish Giving |Weekly Total Weekly Total
Week 32 - Feb. 5, 2023 $9,108.44 $18,094.75 $27,203.19 $31,073.75
Week 33 - Feb. 12, 2023 $12,048.00 $22,434.25 $34,482.25 $27,060.25
Week 34 - Feb. 19, 2023 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $26,116.35
Week 35 - Feb. 26, 2023 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $18,800.14
Month-to-date Total Feb Total Last Yr
$61,685.44 $103,050.49
Current Year-to-date Total Year-to-date as of
$897,786.16 $896,976.57
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|
Stewardship Reflection Feb 19, 2023 Reflexiénese 19 de febrero de 2023
7th Sunday in Ordinary Time 7% Domingo del Tiempo Ordinario
“But | say to you, love your enemies and pray for those “Pero yo les digo, amen a sus enemigos y oren por los que los
who persecute you...”"MATTHEW 5:44 persiguen...” MATEO 5:44
Love your enemies, easier said than done. But, remem- Amar a sus enemigos, eso es mds facil decirlo que hacerlo. Sin
ber, the foundation of stewardship is prayer. When we embargo, recuerde, el fundamento de la corresponsabilidad

are in close communication with God, it opens our heart es la oracién. Cuando estamos en estrecha comunicacién con
and it turns our attention away from “me” and movesit  Dios, nuestros corazones se abren y cambia nuestra atencién
towards God and others. It changes my heart and actions, de “mi mismo” hacia Dios y hacia los demas. Eso cambia mi
allowing for a little more empathy for “my enemy.” When  corazén y mis acciones, permitiéndome un poco mas de em-
we pray for others, even our enemies, it may soften their  patfa con “mi enemigo”. Cuando oramos por los demads, ain
hearts as well. por nuestros enemigos, también se suavizan sus corazones.

Serve

LAZARUS MINISTRY--Welcoming new members

The Lazarus Ministry began in 1996. Its existence grew out of a need for the Catholic Community of St. Matthias to offer
support to our parishioners at the time of loss of a family member.

Our service includes attendance at the Funeral masses and Viewing to offer support by our presence.

If you are interested in this Ministry, please contact Sister Marie Therese: msherwood@stmatthias.net
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