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21, 2022–

21st Sunday in Ordinary Time
Next Social Justice
Meeting
St. Matthias Parish Oﬃce:
Effective Jun. 20, 2022 Summer Hours
Open Mon-Thu 8:30-4:00PM; Fri: 8:30-12:30PM
168 JFK Boulevard, Somerset, NJ 08873
732-828-1400, fax: 732-828-0866
www.stmatthias.net

Mass Schedule (in person):
Sat - 5PM, Sun - 8, 10 AM & 12 noon
M/T/W/Th/F at 8:00AM
And also on our YouTube channel
youtube.com/c/StMatthiasSomersetNJ

St. Matthias School (SMS):
170 JFK Blvd., Somerset, NJ 08873
www.stmatthias.info 732-828-1402
School Summer Oﬃce Hours
Mon-Thurs: 9 am– 1 pm; Fri by appointment
For all Parish emails, add @stmatthias.net
Pastor: Rev Abraham Orapankal, abraham
Senior Priest: Msgr. Seamus Brennan, sbrennan
Mary Pat Burke-Grospin, Business Administrator
mpburke-grospin
Deacon Ron Caimi, Senior Deacon
Kelly Counts, Receptionist, kcounts
Deacon Russell Demkovitz, rdemkovitzJuan
Juan Diaz Flores, Custodian
Nathalie Godet, Website Coordinator, ngodet
Leslie Guillen, Bulletin Editor, lguillen
Amy Hanna, Accountant/Databases, ahanna
Ana V Kelly, Pastoral Associate for Marketing &
Development, akelly
Mike Lanyi, Sacristan
Sue Lenczewski, Youth Coordinator, SMYLE
Julio Montero, Maintenance Supervisor
Dolores R. Nann, Pastoral Associate for Faith
Formation, dnann
Vinnie Natale, Bookkeeper, vnatale
Silvia Nizama, Housekeeper
Deacon John Radvanski, deaconjohn
Joan Best Seamon, Pastoral Associate for Music
Ministry jseamon
Sr Marie Therese Sherwood, OSF, Pastoral
Assoc. for Social Concerns, msherwood
Trish Stumper, Par. Support Secretary, tstumper
St. Matthias School (add @stmatthiasnj.org)
Mary Lynch, Principal, mlynch
Joseph Gidaro, Vice Principal, jgidaro

Our next meeting, by Zoom,
will be Tuesday, August 23 at 7:30 pm. All
are welcome! If you would like more information about the ministry or our meetings,
please contact Lorraine Farr at
lvfarr7@gmail.com or Rose Peng at
rosepeng@optonline.net.

The Mass Book for 2023
The Mass book for 2023 is now open in the Parish Oﬃce.
This means that you may request that the priest celebrating a Mass at St. Matthias on a specific date/time in 2023
keep a special intention of yours during that Mass.
In consideration of other parishioners, please limit the initial number of
requests to no more than 4 Masses. Thank you.
Save the Date!

Car Wash
sponsored by Boy Scouts
Saturday, September 3
More details next week

Back-to-School Shopping?
If you plan to do any back-to-school (or other) shopping on Amazon in the near future, please be sure to
sign up for Amazon Smile and select St. Matthias
Church/School as your designated charity. Then always start your shopping at www.smile.amazon.com,
and St. Matthias School will receive a portion of the
purchase total. Note that we never receive information about who is doing the shopping. We are just
grateful when Amazon sends us the donated funds.

Please select St. Matthias Church/School as your charity on
Amazon Smile. You only need to do this once. Then always
shop at www.smile.amazon.com, and we will automatically
receive a portion of the purchase total. Thank you!
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This Week @ St. Matthias

From the Pastor

Masses are also livestreamed on our YouTube
channel: youtube.com/c/StMatthiasSomersetNJ

Dear Friends,

The Church is open for individual prayer
Mon-Fri: 7:30 am to dusk , Sat: 9 am to 6pm, and
Sun: 7:30 am to 1 pm, unless another service is
taking place.

Today’s Gospel has a very controversial question put to Jesus:
“Will only a few be saved?” If this question is put to Jehovah’s
Witnesses, they will answer that the saved will number exactly
144,000, quoting the Book of Revelation 7:4 where it records
this number as those saved from the tribes of Israel. But
Scripture scholars point out that the same Book of Revelation 7:9 speaks
about “a great multitude of those saved, whom no one can count.” Hence
mainline Christians believe that the number 144,000 is symbolic to indicate
the great multitude who will be saved, not to oﬀer a limit on the souls who
will be in heaven.

Sunday Aug 21,2022
8:00AM Mass
10:00AM Mass
12:00PM Mass

Church
Church
Church

Monday, Aug 22, Queenship of Blessed Virgin Mary
8:00AM Mass Miraculous Medal Novena Church
Tuesday, Aug 23, 2022 St. Rose of Lima, 1st Saint of
the Western Hemisphere
8:00AM Mass
Church
7:30PM Social Justice Mtg.
Zoom
Wednesday, Aug 24, 2022 Feast of St.
Bartholomew, Apostle
8:00AM Mass
Church
9:30AM Prayer Group 1—Holy Spirit de Porres Rm
7:00PM GIFT Planning Mtg.
Zoom
Thursday, Aug 25, 2022 St. Joseph Calasanz, Priest
& Founder of the Piarists
8:00AM Mass
Church
Friday, Aug 26, 2022 Mary of Jesus Crucified (AKA
Mariam Baouardy) Religious & Stigmatist
8:00AM Mass
Church
Saturday, Aug 27, 2022 St. Monica, mother of
Augustine
3:30PM Reconciliation
Church
5:00PM Mass
Church
Sunday Aug 28,2022
8:00AM Mass
10:00AM Mass
12:00PM Mass

Church
Church
Church

Bulletin Article Requests:
If you would like to send information to be
included in our bulletin, please email it to
bulletin@stmatthias.net by 8 AM,
MONDAY, 6 before the bulletin date (earlier
for holiday weekends). Approved content is
published on a space-available basis.

While diﬀerent religions claim diﬀerent ways to attain heaven, what do people
in general think of the relevance of religion and God? What is the connection
between belief in God and morality? And how important are God and prayer in
people’s lives? Pew Research Center posed these questions to 38,426 people
in 34 countries in 2019.
The result is published in an article interestingly titled: The Global God Divide.
Despite variances in religious observance, a median of 62% across the
countries surveyed say that religion plays an important role in their lives,
while 61% agree that God plays an important role in their lives and 53% say the
same about prayer.
This ‘God divide’ is very visible in various regions of the world. Of all 13
countries surveyed in the European Union, Greece has the largest share of
residents who tie belief in God to morality (53%), followed closely by Bulgaria
(50%) and Slovakia (45%), while just 9% in Sweden, 14% in the Czech Republic
and 15% in France say that it is necessary to believe in God to be moral. While
26% in Canada and 44% in the U.S. say belief in God is necessary to be moral,
nearly everyone surveyed in Indonesia (96%) and in the Philippines (96%)
draws a connection between belief in God and having good values. And
almost eight-in-ten (79%) in India say the same.
We know that Jesus is very inclusive and welcoming even as He invites
everyone to repent and believe (Mark 1:15). So we need to be reminded that
we are not the only ones invited into the Kingdom of God. There are so many
who have been invited! This was a truth hard to swallow for the Jews who
thought in a very exclusive way. This is still hard for those Christians who
think similarly. An old anonymous poem presents this Gospel truth in an
unforgettable way:
“I dreamt death came the other night, and heaven’s gate swung open wide
With kindly grace an angel bright, Ushered me inside
And there, to my astonishment, Stood folks I’d judged and labeled
As quite unfit, of little worth and spiritually disabled.
Indignant words rose to my lips, But never were set free.
For every face showed stunned surprise – No one expected me!”
Your brother in Christ,
Fr. Abraham Orapankal
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Readings for the Week
Monday: 2 Thes1:1-5, 11-12; Ps 96:1-2a, 2b-3,
4-5; Mt 23:13-22

Mass Intentions for the Week
Saturday, Aug 20

5:00PM Eileen McAdams, by Pat & John Rogen

Sunday, Aug 21

8:00AM Edward Traina, by the Grodkiewicz Family

Tuesday: 2 Thes 2:1-3a, 14-17; Ps 96:10, 11-12,
13; Mt 23:23-26

10:00AM Birthday Blessings for Phyllis Stone, by Jim Stone

Wednesday: Rv 21:9b-14; Ps 145:10-11, 12-13,
17-18; Jn 1:45-51

12:00PM John Pekarsky, by Pat Keller
(5:30PM) Intention of Parishioners
8:00AM Nellie A. Bathan, by The Bathan Family

Thursday: 1 Cor 1:1-9; Ps 145:2-3, 4-5, 6-7; Mt Monday, Aug 22
24:42-51
Tuesday, Aug 23
Friday: 1 Cor 1:17-25; Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 10-11; Mt
25:1-13
Saturday: 1 Cor 1:26-31; Ps 33:12-13, 18-19, 20
-21; Mt 25:14-30

8:00AM Perla Alojepan, by The Capuno Family

Wednesday, Aug 24

8:00AM Tom Bardick, by A Friend

Thursday, Aug 25
Friday, Aug 26

8:00AM Paul & Sally Hughes, by The Family
8:00AM Lou Carcich, by Frances Curtis & daughters

Saturday, Aug 27
Sunday: Sir 3:17-18, 20, 28-29; Ps 68:4-5, 6-7, Sunday, Aug 28
10-11; Heb 12:18-19, 22-24a; Lk 14:1, 7-14

5:00PM Ray Hanson, by The IHN Team
8:00AM Stanislaw & Eugenia Stefanski, by Granddaughter & Family
10:00AM Lou Carcich, by Barbara & Family
12:00PM Brendlyn Alcindor, by Anne Marie Francis
(5:30PM) Intention of Parishioners

Pray for those who are sick...
If you or a family member are sick, please call the Parish Office or email Kelly Counts at kcounts@stmatthias.net to add the name to this
list. Names will be listed in the bulletin for 6 weeks. Please let us know if this time period needs to be extended. We want to know how
you are doing and want to offer you the support of our prayers. New people on our prayer list are noted in blue.

Beth & Jay Adams
Erika Adams
Brandon Barbarite
Carolyn Banghart
Gloria Barone-Tuckey
Edith Benko
Anthony Brandi
Barbara Butler
Tara Capatosto
Ellen Catalina
Michael DiMaggio
William Dolphin
Vivian Dong
Tom Duﬀy
Marion Fischer
Josephine Geenty
Claudia Gemgnani
Emma Gergely

Rose Gessner
Mary Gidaro
Sloopy & John Hoﬀman
Baby Isla-Rose Huﬀman
Robert Kashinsky
Rose Larangeira
The Litrakis Family
John Litrakis
Kenneth & Kelly Magat
Clarissa & Kevin Magat
Al Maglio
King Manansala
Susan & Tosh Manansala
Beatrice May
Margaret Menendez
Carol Millemann
Sabrina Moloney
Dave Moynihan

Pray for those who have died…

Eleanor Nagy
Janice Navatkowski
Jean Oberlander
Dan O’Brien
Jeaninne Oberlander
Danny Ongchangco
Paul & Doris Paetow
Robert Pellegrino
Jim Pettit
Christina Pietrowiak
Ruth Piscadlo
Gabriel Rivera
Jaxon Rivera
Barbara Ruziska
Maria Schwenzer
Lena Sciotto
Buddy Scott
Sr. Mary Amata Shina, OSF

Sr. Rosaria Shina, OSF
Kathleen Smith
Jeﬀ Sullivan
Jeﬀ Tami
Angie Montalbo Tinio
Jerry Tongson
Jeaninne Tosh
Regina Wellman
Robert Wesner
Mark T. Worthington
And for all who are ill,
homebound, elderly, in nursing
care, or living with chronic
illness, we pray.

—— “His mercy endures forever.” Chronicles

Gertrude E. Murphy
Theresa (Patty) Spinelli
Bernice Ostrowski
Page 3

www.stmatthias. net

Aug 21, 2022
668

From the Pastoral Staﬀ
A 2019 Brookings Institution study
found that “unintended pregnancies
were at an all-time low in the U.S. but
still represented about 45% of all pregnancies.” In addition, “about 40% of
unplanned pregnancies ended in abortion, while the other 60% resulted in a
birth. The result is that about one-third
of all births are unplanned.”

her body, should not the child also have
a right to choose life for his/her
body? Given that the unborn child is
totally vulnerable, the Catholic Church
steps in to defend the child’s right to
grow up as a human person.

with adoption was a high
school friend who later
became my college
roommate. She ended up
becoming a medical doctor. She never knew her
birth parents. Many
But what if the pregnant woman feels
times I have wished that I could let her
unable to become a mother? There are
birth-mother know how much goodso many possible reasons for this –
ness has come into the world because
The statistics are sobering. Roughly
some simple, some very complex, and
of her selfless decision to carry my
one-third of you reading this column
some heart-breaking. Many in the U.S.
friend to term and to make an adoption
today are alive because a woman who believe that the only option is aborplan. Every single human life touches
unexpectedly became pregnant, chose tion. It is not. But the alternatives may
so many other people in unexpected
to carry you to term and give birth to
appear impossible to a woman who is
ways. The very diﬃcult decisions (and
you.
reeling from the shock of discovering
sacrifices) that my friend’s birth-mother
that she is pregnant.
The Catholic Church is a steadfast supmade continue to give life to others
porter of protecting human life, espeeven now.
As a faith community that professes
cially the life of the most vulnerable
“all are welcome”, how do we minister
Let us consider how we care for and
who cannot defend themselves. The
to women who find themselves unexjourney with those in need due to an
Church also professes that a human
pectedly pregnant? Do we oﬀer
unplanned pregnancy. It is one thing to
being is created at the moment of con- enough resources and support to help
say we are pro-life and to write letters
ception and, thus, has a right to live
her make the two urgent and very emoto our legislators. It is another to reach
from that moment forward.
tional decisions needed: 1) to carry the
out and minister to those who find
child till birth, and 2) to choose to eiDuring the recent abortion discussions,
themselves in urgent need of hope,
ther become a mother or to make an
one phrase that keeps coming up is
care, and accompaniment.
adoption plan? How do we support the
“My body. My choice.” This may sound
birth-father who is sometimes ignored If the statistics have not changed much
reasonable, but is it really true? The
and has no legal voice during the preg- since the 2019 report, the need is great.
challenge that makes this issue so diﬃnancy?
cult is that pregnancy involves two
Ana V. Kelly
bodies – the body of the mother and
My life is blessed in many ways because
Pastoral Associate
the body of the child. If the mother has of adoption, both within my family and
the right to choose what to do about
also with friends. My first encounter

Reflect
Smile with Your Family
shrugs "Well I'm not sure, I uh, I uh, I uh..." "Perhaps I could
Some Garden jokes:
"Gardening requires lots of water - most of it in the form of help. What exactly have you done?" ☺
perspiration." ☺
The philosopher who said, “work well done never needs
doing over” never weeded a garden. ☺
"A perfect summer day is when the sun is shining, the
breeze is blowing, the birds are singing, and the lawn mow- When weeding, the best way to make sure you are remover is broken." ☺
ing a weed and not a valuable plant is to pull on it. If it
Name the vegetable the botanists have developed that
eliminates the need to brush your teeth: Bristle sprouts. ☺
A man walks into a flower shop "I'd like some flowers
please." "Certainly, Sir. What did you have in mind?" He
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comes out of the ground easily, it is a valuable plant. ☺

Knowledge is knowing a tomato is a fruit; wisdom is not
putting it in a fruit salad ☺
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Reflect
Parenting Tune-Up

Marriage Tune-Up

Imposing a punishment is no fun for the parent or
the child. First parents must show self-discipline
in deciding the best action, then execute it with loving
firmness. What's your discipline of choice - an extra
chore, removal of a privilege, time-out...?

"Love is work. It's good work, if you can get it. But it's work,
nevertheless.'' (Benjamin Cheever) Name one thing your beloved has done for you that you know took extra eﬀort on
his/her part.

Life is a series of Passages
“Strive to enter through the narrow gate, for many, I tell
you, will attempt to enter but will not be strong enough . . .
For behold, some are last who will be first, and some are first
who will be last.” Luke 13: 22-30

es the basic “101” courses.

And then one day, the (now) adult meets someone. The
more the two get to know each other the more they like
each other. The best times of the week are the times they
In the first year of life, the baby struggles to take his or her are together. Their friendship blossoms into love. But there
first steps. Soon the child is charging through the house —
is no chance at “happily ever after” until they work up the
as long as there is furniture, railings or Mom or Dad’s legs to courage to commit to one another as spouses.
hold on to. But the toddler only walks when they are finally Life is a series of such passages, “narrow gates” through
which we all have to pass — and there is no easy way
able to let go and stand on their own.
The child begins school, excited about the possibilities that through them. The “narrow gates” we encounter require
await: the books she or he will be able to read and the num- an honesty and integrity that we can’t ignore or fake our
way through. The Gospel “narrow gate” is the honest disbers to count things, to measure things, to keep track of
things. But first the child has to master the sounds of the 26 cernment of who we are, what we believe, what we hear
letters of the alphabet and the basic computations and val- God asking of us in the depths of our hearts. The “narrow
ues of numbers. Later, in high school and college, come the gate” to God is diﬃcult to negotiate: the “gate” of selfless
love, unconditional forgiveness, sacrificial peace — but Jeopportunities to learn the skills on which the student will
build a successful and meaningful career — once this future sus promises that anyone willing to struggle through these
scientist or physician or writer or artist or entrepreneur pass- “narrow gates” will find their way to the eternal dwelling
place of the Father.

Narrow Door to Successful Living
"Strive to enter through the narrow gate ...." Luke 13:22 bers become. Thousands upon thousands of young couples
each year stand at the altars of churches like this one and
-30
pledge their love to one another, but half of these marriagThousands upon thousands of young boys grow up
es will end in divorce. Many couples will stay together only
bouncing basketballs and dreaming of a life in the Na- for convenience, for appearances or for their children.
tional Basketball Association - the professional ranks. But
only a handful are chosen each year. Woe to the young man The door to any kind of successful living is a narrow one.
or young woman who is talented at sports but neglects his That is why Jesus reminds us in today’s Gospel: "Strive to
enter by the narrow door, for many I tell you, will seek to
or her education! Thousands upon thousands of new busienter and will not be able." Successful living requires maknesses are started each year, but only a small number of
ing hard choices. It requires dedication and sacrifice. How
people in our society become super-successful in material
terms. The higher you go up the scale, the smaller the num- can Christian Faith demand any less?

The Narrow Gate of Great Musicians
Someone once said to Paderewski, the great pianist, "Sir,
you are a genius." He replied, "Madam, before I was a genius I was a drudge." He continued: “If I missed practice one
day, I noticed it; if I missed practice two days, the critics noticed it; if I missed three days, my family noticed it; if I
missed four days, my audience noticed it.” It is reported
that after one of Fritz Kreisler's concerts, a young woman
Page 5

said to him, "I would give my life to be able
to play like that." He replied, "That's what I
gave.” The door is narrow.
Why should we think we can "drift" into the
Kingdom of God? The Christian life is a constant striving to do the will of God as Jesus
revealed it. We need to strive because there
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Reflect
The Narrow Gate of Great Musicians (con’t.)
are forces of evil within us and around us, trying to pull us
down. We need to check our track on a daily basis. The parable of the locked door warns us that the time is short. Each
day sees endings and opportunities missed. “Opportunity
will not knock twice at your door.” Remember the old
"Examination of Conscience" we were asked to make at the
end of each day, in which we ask God’s pardon for the faults
and sins of the day? "How conscious was I this day of God's
numerous gifts? How well did I respond to the opportunities
to bear witness and serve in Jesus' name: to forgive, feed,

clothe, and love those who entered my life? How much did I
strive today to enter through the narrow gate of sacrificial
love in action?'" We might conclude this self-examination
with a short prayer: “I need you Jesus Christ. Grant me forgiveness for my sins. Make me a new person. I need your
Holy Spirit to direct me, to strengthen me, so that I can walk
in the narrow way and choose the narrow gate. I need you
to change me from a self-centered, self-suﬃcient person into
your wise servant.”

The NCAA Cross-country Championship
Back in 1994, 128 runners lined up to compete in the NCAA cross-country championship in Riverside, California. Unfortunately, one of the turns on the 10,000-meter course was not wellmarked. Only five of the 128 runners stayed on the correct path. Mike Delcavo was the first runner to notice the problem. He began waving at the other runners to follow him, but most refused. Can you blame them? One-hundred-and-twenty-three runners took the wrong path, only
five took the right one. What did the 123 think of Delcavo? He commented later, "They thought it
was funny that I went the right way." (Leadership, Summer 1994, p. 49.)
We all like to think that we're on the right path; what a rude awakening it would be to discover we aren't, if we take the
broad way leading to eternal damnation. We need to make wise decisions and choose the narrow gate. God allows us to
decide every day what road we will walk down and what gate we will choose. He encourages us, however, to choose His
way: “Choose life” (Moses – Dt 30:19-20); “Choose this day whom to serve” (Joshua – Jos 24:15); ”If God is Lord, follow
Him” (Elijah – 1 Kgs 18:21); “There are two paths: one of life and one of death, and the diﬀerence between the two is
great.”(Didache); "If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow Me" (Lk
9:23). This means a consistent denial of self and the steady relinquishing of sinful pleasures, pursuits, and interests.

Carl Jung and Rabbi Zusya
In 1933 Carl Jung observed in his book,
Modern Man in Search of a Soul, that it is no
easy matter to live a life modeled on
Christ, but it is unspeakably more diﬃcult
to live one's own life as truly as Christ lived
his. The question for Christians living today is not, "What would Jesus do?" for he
has not left us here to live his life as a
clone, but to live our own in Him. No one can do my living
for me, or dying either, for that matter. God has not given
my life to you or your life to someone else. No one but you
will be held accountable for it. It is written of Zusya - the old
Rabbi of Annitol - that shortly before his death he gathered
his disciples around him and said, "When I die and stand before my Heavenly Judge, God will not say to me, 'Zusya, why
weren't you Moses?' No! God will say to me, 'Zusya, you
could at least have been Zusya ... so why weren't you?'
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“Are you saved”? When the questioner asked Jesus “How
many will be saved?” he was assuming that the salvation of
God's Chosen People was virtually guaranteed, provided they
kept the Law. In other words, the Kingdom of God was reserved for the Jews alone, and Gentiles would be shut
out. The Jewish catechism, Mishnah, taught: “All Israelites
have a share in the world to come.” But the author of the
Apocalypse of Ezra declared, “this age the Most High has
made for the many, but the age to come for a few” (4 Ezra
8:1). Hence, Jesus' answer must have come as a shock. Jesus
aﬃrms that God wants all persons to enjoy eternal life with
Him. But he stresses the need for constant fidelity and vigilance throughout our lives. Thus, Jesus reminds us that, even
though God wants all of us to be saved, we all need to work
at it.
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Reflect
The Last shall be the First!
Barbara Hutton, the Woolworth heiress,
was known as the “poor little rich girl.”
Since her mother died when she was five,
Barbara Hutton described her childhood as
an unhappy one. She said, “Though I had
millions of dollars, I had no mother and no home.” Nor was
her adult life a happy one. She was married seven times and
was a princess three of those times. A virtual recluse, she
died in 1979 at age 66. A newspaper article summed up her
life with the words: “Barbara Hutton died unmarried and
alone, a symbol of the cliché that money does not buy happiness.” By way of contrast, consider the life of Dorothy Day.
She was known as “the mother of the faceless poor of the
city’s oﬀ-scouring.” She always felt she existed for a special
purpose. She discovered that purpose when she became a
Catholic at age 30 and dedicated her life to help the poor.
Dorothy Day founded and edited the Catholic Worker
newspaper, went to prison as a suﬀragist and pacifist, and
established farm communes and hospices for the dispossessed. When she died in 1980 at age 83, Time magazine
called her a “secular saint.” Barbara Hutton and Dorothy Day
illustrate somewhat the proverb cited by our Lord today:
“There are those now last who will be first, and those now

first who will be last.”
Entry into God’s kingdom is not automatically
granted, based purely on religious Faith or
nationality, so we cannot presume on God’s
mercy and do nothing by way of response to
God’s invitation. What Jesus is saying is that salvation is not
guaranteed for anyone. "Outside the Church there is no salvation" was a rallying cry for centuries. But Jesus declares that
nobody can claim that he is “saved,” possessing a "visa" to
Heaven. How many will be saved in the end is a decision that
rests with God, and depends on whether His Justice or His
Mercy finally prevails. Jesus came to bring God's love and
freedom to the whole world. The message of his Gospel is
that there is not a single person, not a single people, nation,
race, or class, which will be excluded from experiencing the
love and liberation that God oﬀers. Hence, the role of the
Christian community, from the beginning until now has been,
first and foremost, to proclaim to the whole world the Good
News of God's love for the world, and then to show this Good
News to be real, reflected in the loving, sharing and serving
lives of individual Christians. So to be "saved" means to live
and to die in a close, loving relationship with God and with
others.

The Narrow Gate of St. John Mary Vianney
One of the greatest examples for entering
through the narrow gate to holiness was
John Mary Vianney. He was the last in his
class. In French and Latin he was the last
student. He failed in Theology studies. So he
was asked to leave the seminary. After that
he was taught Theology privately and was ordained in 1815.

gards the standards of the world and set his goal on high.

The author of the Letter to the Hebrews, considering the
“narrow gate theology,” gives it a diﬀerent twist (Hebrews
12:5-7, 11-13). For Paul, the road less often taken and the gate
less often chosen are the paths of God's discipline. The pain
and suﬀering Christians experience are parts of God’s discipline, given in love. We are being disciplined by our aﬄicThree years later he was appointed to the parish of Ars, a
tions, strengthened to walk that straight and narrow path parish, where practically no one went to church. In a few
that we may enter the gate, take our place at the banquet of
years people began to come on pilgrimage to Ars. He bethe righteous. The experience is similar to that of a child,
came the most sought after spiritual advisor. It is an exam- disciplined by loving parents who desire only to help him
ple of last being first. John Mary Vianney was last but now
grow, mature, and become responsible. God’s discipline can
he is the patron of parish priests. What has caused the mira- be appreciated only by those who regard their relationship
cle? The gracious touch of the Lord. This miracle will happen with God as that of a child to a parent (Proverbs 3: 11-12).
to anyone who tries to enter by the narrow gate; who disre-

Page 7

www.stmatthias.net

Aug 21, 2022
668

Pray
TIME FOR OUR RCIA INVITATIONS
Here at St. Matthias, we have a vibrant RCIA ministry. Each year we have a number of adults receiving
the Sacraments of Initiation at the Easter Vigil. That is made possible because of our parishioners who
invited them or suggested their names. We are hoping for your help again as we form the next class of
2023. So if you know someone who …
has expressed an interest in becoming Catholic, or was baptized Catholic as a child, but has not celebrated the Sacraments
of Confirmation and Eucharist, please let us know.
We come together in a small group to learn more about our faith through study, reflection, sharing, discussions and prayer. Past participants have been very enthusiastic about these informal sessions that focused on the teachings and experience of Church and prepared them. For more information or to give a name, please contact Anne Marie Francis, our RCIA
Coordinator, at alfrancis.30@gmail.com or call the Parish Oﬃce.

St. Matthias School
Spotlight on
St. Mathias School

that all students in grades Kindergarten
through 8 will receive new Chromebooks this school year. Students in
PreK3 and 4 will receive new iPad Airs
for learning and center time. This strategically places the school at 1:1 in personal technology devices. Additionally,
all classroom and resource spaces are
now fitted with Promethean boards
that help make learning colorful and
interactive. Minecraft for Education and
3D printers will be made available for
the students to explore. The implementation of a new Cyber Robotics curriculum for grades 4-8 will prepare students for participation in the CoderZ
National Cyber Robotics Coding Competition. Our broad technology program,
high academic standards, and strong
citizenship and moral teachings help St.
Matthias School to continue to educate
lifelong learners and leaders.

While children everywhere
are enjoying the remaining days of a
glorious summer, St. Matthias School is
hard at work getting ready for a new
school year, and we can’t wait to share
the exciting new things that are in store
for our SMS students and families. The
biggest renovation over the summer is
the creation and implementation of our
new MakerSpace and STEM programs.
STEM will now be oﬀered as a once-aweek special to all grade levels, while
the new MakerSpace room will be available for teachers to use with their students to supplement literacy, math,
science, and social studies. Another
exciting update is the introduction of
an advanced Reading and Writing
Workshop program to our ELA curriculum. The goal is to help all students de- St. Matthias School received the “2022
velop a love and appreciation of readBest of Somerset Award” by the Soming while improving literacy skills.
erset Award Program in the elementary
New in technology is the exciting news school category. As an integral part of

this diverse community, SMS is proud
of what it has to oﬀer students and
families. In addition to being Cogniaaccredited, we are members of the National Association for the Education of
Young Children (NAEYC), and the National Junior Honor Society. Project
Based Learning (PBL) opportunities
are provided to students in all grade
levels. We value the Arts and oﬀer specials in music, band, art, world language, physical education, library, and
technology. We are open five days a
week and oﬀer full day PreK3 & 4 along
with Before and After Care. We are
also proud to have a vibrant and active
HSA (Home-School Association).
If you are currently an SMS family, we
can’t wait to start a new school year
with you. If you are looking for a new
school for your children, give us a call
for more information or to schedule a
tour. Our Main Oﬃce number is 732828-1402. All are welcome at St. Matthias School.
See you in September!

Learn
Diocese of Metuchen Group for World Youth Day 2023
A number of flights have been reserved for a short period for our group for WYD 2023. Register
by August 25th to receive $100 oﬀ the total cost of your trip!
You can reserve your spot by putting down a deposit in the next two weeks. (If you have already registered, you will also have $100 oﬀ reflected in your payment portal). After you register for the trip, Jean from Fiat Ventures will reach out to you to share the diﬀerent insurance plan options that are available.
A parish or group will receive $1,200 oﬀ for every 5th person from the parish or group to be used as they decide. Call Megan
Callahan, 732-243-4576, mcallahan@diometuchen.org for questions/information.
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Learn
2022-2023 GIFT for K-8 Religious Formation
We are happy to invite all parents/families with children in K-8, who are not attending a Catholic school, to
register their children for our wonderful religious education/formation program for 2022-2023.
The 2022-2023registration form for our K-8 family-based parish program of religious formation, G.I.F.T.
[Growing In Faith Together], is currently available to complete online at 2022-2023GIFT for K-8 Religious Ed
https://www.stmatthias.net/faith-formation/. Please register your family/children in grades K-8. This year we are planning to oﬀer 3 sessions each month: on Tuesday and Wednesday evenings at 6:30PM without a meal because of the COVID
-19 precautions; and on Sunday afternoons at 2PM, again without a meal. You choose which one of the three sessions to
attend.
The fees for the program are noted on parish website page. Please register online; the fee can also be paid online. Please
note: GIFT is required for all children in grades 1-8 who are not attending a Catholic school; it is optional for kindergarten
students. It is required for non-Catholic school children also during the sacramental prep years.

Attention 2nd Graders: First Eucharist Preparation 6466-2023
For all families in GIFT and for those who are students at St. Matthias School who have (baptized) children who are in 2nd
grade [fall 2022] or older who desire to receive the Sacraments of First Reconciliation/First Eucharist in 2023, sacramental
preparation is required through the parish-you must register online. Typically, classes are held for all children and at least
one parent on certain Sunday mornings in the cafeteria or the St. John XXIII room [school building] and certain classrooms
from 10:30AM -11:30AM. We are planning in person sessions for 2022-2023. Be sure to register early.
The sacramental preparation fee for this program is $80. The 2022-2023Registration for First Eucharist/First Reconciliation
are available online at https://www.stmatthias.net/first-eucharist-first-reconciliation/
Questions? Please email Dee Nann at dnann@stmatthias.net or call the Parish Oﬃce, 732-828-1400.

Attention 7th & 8th Graders: Confirmation Preparation 2022-2023
Register for Confirmation Preparation as soon as possible!
Families who have a 7th or 8th grader in either St. Matthias School or the GIFT program and desire to have their child prepare for the sacrament of Confirmation need to complete the 2022-2023 Confirmation registration form online, available
at https://www.stmatthias.net/confirmation/ A parent meeting for 7th grade parents will be held in November for all registered 7th graders-or those in Year 1 of Confirmation Preparation who may be a bit older. Questions? Please email Dee
Nann at dnann@stmatthias.net

Give (and Receive!)
Stewardship Totals for Fiscal Year July 1, 2022 - June 30, 2023
Current Month

In-Pew/Mail

Parish Giving

Last Year's Total

Weekly Total

Weekly Total

Week 6 - August 7, 2022

$10,861.00

$21,836.75

$32,697.75

$32,929.65

Week 7 - August 14, 2022

$8,751.50

$17,449.25

$26,200.75

$25,926.99

Week 8 - August 21, 2022

$0.00

$0.00

$0.00

$25,348.80

Week 9 - August 28, 2022

$0.00

$0.00

$0.00

$16,281.75
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Month-to-date Total

Aug Total Last Yr

$58,898.50

$100,487.19

Current Year-to-date

Year-to-date as of Aug 31,

$180,992.05

$222,580.88
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Give (and Receive!)
Stewardship Reflection Aug 21, 2022 21st Sunday in Ordinary Time
“For behold, some are last who will be first and some are first who will be last.”

Luke 13:30

Our cultural standards are diﬀerent from God’s standards. We often rank people by what they have, how powerful they
are, or how successful they are. Jesus reminds us that God will not judge us by the same earthly standards. When God
asks you, “What have you done with the gifts I have given you?” How will you respond?

SAINT MATTHIAS SCHOOL POSITIONS AVAILABLE 2022-2023 SCHOOL YEAR
1. SUBSTITUTES needed to teach Pre-Kindergarten 3 to
grade 8. Candidates must have a minimum of 60 college
credits and be available Monday thru Friday.
2. FOOD SERVICE WORKER SUBSTITUTES needed to join
our cafeteria staﬀ in September. This is a part-time position.
We are looking for candidates that are friendly; able to establish and maintain eﬀective working relationships with
coworkers, students and staﬀ; and able to work as a team in
a fast paced environment. No experience necessary.
Duties and Responsibilities
Primary responsibilities include providing assistance to the
school lunch program by preparing and serving food to
school students and staﬀ.

In addition, your duties include restocking and maintaining
supplies for the kitchen and cafeteria, as well as maintaining
and cleaning the kitchen, equipment, and washing dishes.
You are required to stand and be able to lift up to 35
pounds.
Prior to employment, all candidates for all positions will be:
*Fingerprinted
*Subject to a background check
*Complete the “Protecting God’s Children” Program
*Be in compliance of the school’s vaccination requirement
If interested, please contact Joe Gidaro,
jgidaro@stmatthiasnj.org OR Mary Lynch,
mlynch@stmatthiasnj.org

Connecting with our Local Community
Diocesan Pilgrimage to DC
Sept. 24, 2022
Please join the diocesan pilgrimage to the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception in
Washington, DC with Most Rev. James F. Checchio, JCD, MBA, and Bishop of Metuchen on Saturday, September 24, 2022 to celebrate the closing event of the 40 th Anniversary of the Diocese of Metuchen. Bishop Checchio will also welcome Archbishop Christophe Pierre, Apostolic Nuncio, to the United States, the personal and oﬃcial representative of Pope Francis, to join us on this prayerful day. For a schedule of the day, additional information, and a list of parishes running buses to the Basilica, please visit: www.diometuchen.org/pilgrimage-in-honor-of-the40th-anniversary. For questions or concerns, please contact amarshall@diometuchen.org

Parish Leadership
Parish Pastoral Council:

Co-Secretaries:
Frank Rees
Marilyn Wegg

Co-Chairs:
Rose Peng, rosepeng
@optonline.net
Stephan Busono
John Taylor, jptaylor1068 Anne Marie Francis
@yahoo.com
Bill Isele
Maria Tapia-Burch

Ana Kelly, Ex-Oﬃcio
Fr. Abraham, Ex-Oﬃcio
Trustees:
Isaac Peng
Marge Richards

Parish Finance Council:
Kester Hector, Chair
FinanceCouncil
@stmatthias.net
Barry Dusault
Gwen Orlowski
Audrey Francis

Joe Porter
Joan Pritchard
Mary Pat Burke-Grospin,
Ex-Oﬃcio
Fr. Abraham, Ex-Oﬃcio

About St. Matthias (please contact the staﬀ members on the cover for up-to-date information)
Parish Registration — Welcome to
St. Matthias! Please register on our
website. www.stmatthias.net/join-us,
or visit the Parish Oﬃce.

Baptism — Baptismal Preparation

Sessions are held four times a year for
registered parishioners. Please
contact the parish oﬃce before the
Marriage — Registered parishioners baby is born. The sacrament of
should contact the parish oﬃce a year Baptism is celebrated on the second
and fourth Sunday of each month,
before the desired wedding date.
except during Lent.
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Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
(RCIA) - If you are interested in
becoming a Catholic or completing
the Sacraments of Initiation-Baptism/Confirmation/Eucharist, please
call the Parish Oﬃce.

www.stmatthias.net

St. Matthias School is a
PreK3 through 8th grade
school rooted in faith,
inspired by love, and dedicated to
academic excellence. Before and
After School Care Programs are
available. Come visit! Contact 732-828
-1402 to schedule a tour.
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EXCELLENCE GUARANTEED

Are
These
Your
Size?

Auto Care

MIDDLEBUSH

732-873-8900
Restas.com

VOLUNTEER

FIRE DEPT.
21 OLCOTT STREET
FIRE FIGHTERS NEEDED
WE WILL TRAIN!

www.middlebushfire.com

HELP@MIDDLEBUSHFIRE.COM

MIDDLEBUSH VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT

www.middlebushfire.com

Protecting Your
Health and
Sanitation

Complete Kitchen &
Bathroom Remodeling
Porcelain Marble
Granite Countertops
Heated Floors
Backsplashes
Shower Doors

732-514-1500

Serving All of
Central
New Jersey

Lic # 13VH00782600
(Parishioner)

Sewer & Water Lines
Plumbing Inspections
Commercial & Residential
WaterTreatment Systems
www.plumbingdoctornj.com

Diocese of Metuchen
Catholic Cemeteries
and Crematory

800-943-8400

Holy Cross Burial Park
840 Cranbury-South River Rd.
Jamesburg, NJ 08831

In Our 4th Decade of Quality Service

French Drains • Foundation Repair • Mold Remediation
All Work Guaranteed

732-777-7888

www.morganbasementwaterproofing.com
An Assisted Living
and Memory Care
Community in your
neighborhood.

(908) 873-6686

Resurrection Burial Park
Hoes Lane and Park Ave.
Piscataway, NJ 08854

www.diometuchen.org/cemeteries

Trusted For 75 Years

1873 Amwell Road • Somerset

SCHEDULE A
TOUR TODAY!

PROTECTIVE

PAVING

732.873.4800

DRIVEWAYS
PARKING LOTS

473 Demott Lane
Somerset, NJ 08873

FULLY INSURED
FREE ESTIMATES

www.springhills.com

732-828-4177
SOMERSET, NJ

go.rutgers.edu/rudining
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TOWNSHIP
PHARMACY

C & F PAINT & HARDWARE
Benjamin Moore Paints
1075 Easton Ave., Suite 12A
Somerset, NJ 08873
732-764-8908
www.candfpaint.com
Frank Del Tufo - Owner

4 N. 10th Ave.
Highland Park
732-572-0400

712 Hamilton Street, Somerset
SR. DISCOUNT • WE DELIVERY

732-545-8800

www.raspajewelers.com

SOLD
900 Easton Ave. Somerset Village

732-247-0400

$1.50 Off Large 18” Pie

AJS PAINTING

TONY SCHINELLA, PARISHIONER

WEALTH ADVISORS, LLC

John C. Moynihan, CFP®
Certified Financial PlannerTM, practitioner
Somerset, NJ

732.873.0433 • www.wwallc.net
Practical Solutions for Managing Wealth
NJ Plumbing Lic
7617 & 9231

Florist & Event Design • 732-769-6181
901 Joyce Kilmer Ave., North Brunswick
www.RosieRoseFlowers.com

BRIGHT VIEW
POWERWASHING
& PAINTING

Greg Dente, Owner/Operator
Somerset & surrounding areas

Friendly & Reliable Services
Free estimates • Guaranteed work
We keep our promises • No job too small
POWERWASHING
& SMALL PAINTING WORK

NJ Electric Lic 18143
HVAC Lic 3599

908.812.2061

Friendly, Courteous Service
Owner Operated, Free Proposals
Meticulous, Guaranteed Work
Highest Quality, Affordable Price
No Job Too Small • Since 2001

BARROOD
Selling, Buying or Renting
Houses - Call us for help!
700 Easton Ave., Somerset

732-846-1661

Good people, great service, since 1940
Parishioner

732-873-8477

Gleason Funeral Home
At Need Care • Pre-Need • Monuments
Parishioner Owned
William K. Gleason, Mgr., N.J. Lic. No. 4489

1360 Hamilton Street • Somerset, NJ

732-545-0700

www.GleasonFuneralHome.com

Tom’s Auto Repair
Domestic & Foreign

O: 732-846-4675
C: 908-500-8728
TPduﬀy1216@gmail.com
1376 Hamilton St., Somerset, NJ 08873

D’Angiolillo

Chiropractic Center
Find out more about us
and how we can help you!
Visit Our Website @

BRUNSWICK FURNITURE OUTLET, LLC
330 Townsend St., New Brunswick, NJ

Rafael

Se Habla Español

732-354-4420

www.DrJoeD.com

(732) 873-2222
PROFESSIONAL CENTER
AT SOMERSET
11 Clyde Road, Suite 103
Somerset, NJ 08873

Serving Our Community
Since 1985
REMAX FIRST REALY
Luz Mary Molina Realtor Associate

LIC. #18219

Mauricio Molina Realtor Associate 848-391-0790

Luzmarymolina@msn.com
557 Cranbury Rd., Ste. 23, E. Brunswick, NJ
Office: 732-257-3500 Ext. 359
Cell: 732-322-8671

QUALITY
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE

ELECTRIC, PLUMBING
HEATING & COOLING

Serving Central NJ Since 1986
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
SALES/SERVICE
All Major Credit Cards Accepted

d s c a p i n g , L LC
AJSPaversH a r• Stone
• Mulch
Landscaping &

Specialize In Custom Projects
Contact Anthony Schinella, Parishioner
609-751-6514 • www.ajslandscapingpro.com

P. Lic. #12425 • E. Lic. #9526
NJ Reg #13VH02047500 • HVAC Lic. 1510

NOW HIRING QUALIFIED TEAM MEMBERS
1186 LIVINGSTON AVENUE, NORTH BRUNSWICK, NJ

732-247-7390 • www.DaltonElectricCo.com

FIND YOUR NEW BEST FRIEND.
$60 adoption fee | animals are spayed/neutered, micro-chipped & up-to-date on shots

Franklin Township Animal Shelter
475 DeMott Lane, Somerset, NJ 08873
732.873.2500 x6255 | Tue-Fri 12-3 & Sat 12-6

Ad sponsored by
Second Chance For Animals

Robert Fox, Manager
N.J. License No. 4371
188 Easton Avenue
New Brunswick, NJ 08901
732-545-4040
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www.BoylanFH.com
Family owned and operated since 1958

10 Wooding Avenue
Edison, NJ 08817
732-572-0076

John Patrick Publishing Company • (800) 333-3166 • www.jppc.net

